
 

Considering Natural Revelation: Does Creation Point to God? 

By Dave Van Bebber 

The story of Helen Keller coming to faith in Christ is 

quite remarkable, in her spiritual autobiography My 

Religion Keller explains she always knew someone 

like Jesus existed she was just waiting for others to tell 

her of him.1 The concept of Natural Revelation attends 

to the idea that Christ or God can be known simply by 

observing nature, history or the ingrained morality of 

the human race.2 Many cite scripture such as Psalm 19, Romans 1:18-32; 2:14-16 or Acts 17:22-

31 to build a scriptural case for this point of view.3 Thomas Aquinas also believed he could 

rationalize himself to heaven and strived through a series of arguments to prove the existence of 

God.4 

While all these examples are evidence of God revealing himself and his nature none speak of an 

offered security in Paradise. In fact after scrutinizing any of the examples one could reasonably 
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conclude each show God reveals himself, but none speak of God redeeming anyone from the 

separation caused by sin. Nowhere in Natural Revelation is there a fix for the separation from 

God that has plagued man since Genesis 3. 

If Natural Revelation cannot fix the Problem of sin then what can? Is sin really the problem, is 

Christ the only answer? 

Christians have at times formulated the redemptive nature of Christ, arguing certain things must 

be said in order to be saved. Look to Matthew 7:21-23, many who think they have salvation find 

out they will end up in Hell. Examine Matthew 25:31-46, some who had no clue will end up in 

heaven. Matthew is not using the words of Christ to argue for another path to heaven besides 

Christ. It seems that Jesus is noting that a mere profession of faith in him that does not lead to 

compassion for others is an indication of a lack of saving faith. 

Most importantly, one should reflect on Luke 23:40-43, here a man does nothing 

formulaic. He simply acknowledges Jesus is God, and in response Jesus tells the man, “today 

you will be with me in Paradise.”5 

Very little is known about this thief. He is only mentioned specifically in Luke’s gospel account, 

but it is notable that he acknowledged Christ as Lord. In the end it is only “by grace you have 

been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, 

so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Only when God removes the blinders, that all fallen creatures have put on themselves, will 

salvation be found. As Romans 1:18-21 states “For 

the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who 

suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that 

which is known about God is evident within them; for 

God made it evident to them. For since the creation of 

the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power 

and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
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understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they 

knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their 

speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” While general revelation is a great starting 

point it is not until God regenerates one’s heart that special revelation comes about and brings 

with it salvation. Fallen humanity must release the suppression of truth that is made evident all 

around them. When this happens, Jesus saves to the uttermost.   

One must remember in all dialogues with non-believers that un-repentant individuals are 

simply “suppressing the truth . . . that is with-in them.” God is generous to use people as 

the fabric by which he brings others to salvation.  He is willing to use you, "but sanctify 

Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks 

you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and 

keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile 

your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame." (1 Peter 3:15-16). 
 


