
Meet Missouri Baptist Apologist Jonathan Hanna 
 
The MBC has launched the Missouri Baptist Apologetics Network, a group of church leaders 
committed to the defense of the Christian faith and called to equip believers to more effectively 
share their faith.  
 
Following is a profile of Jonathan Hanna, co-director of Missouri Baptist University’s Ratio 
Christi chapter. 

 
It was just one class session, but it had an intense impact on Jonathan Hanna. A teaching 
assistant gave a guest lecture during a History of Religions course in which Hanna was enrolled 
at the University of Missouri. 
 
“It was 50 minutes of him trying to tear down everything I learned in Sunday school,” he 
explained.  
 
“I went through a period of deep intellectual doubt,” Hanna said. “Thankfully I had mentors who 
encouraged me to investigate the topics I had questions about.” 
 
He opened up books, interviewed experts and listened to lectures about the resurrection of Christ, 
the existence of God, and manuscripts of Biblical texts. Hanna grew up in Mexico, Mo., and 
attended a Baptist church with his family, where he accepted Christ at the age of 9. 
 
“But I didn’t really take ownership of my faith until my early twenties,” he said. Meeting with a 
pastor once a month helped his faith grow stronger. The quest to uncover information gave him 
understanding that belief is a combination of faith and reason. 
 
Hanna and his wife Rebecca now minister to college students, encouraging them to honor God 
with their minds. He is co-director of Missouri Baptist University’s Ratio Christi chapter.  
 
“Working with college students is very edifying,” Hanna said. “Our ministry is to be there for 
them and just show them the way, letting them reach their own conclusions.”  
 
For instance, one student will soon have a brother-in-law who is Muslim. Because of this, he is 
interested in apologetics to be able to share the truth in a relational and rational way.  
 
 College campuses aren’t the only places where Christians are bombarded with other 
worldviews, Hanna noted. 
 



“We live in a digital age where secular ideas and beliefs counter to central Christian truths are at 
our fingertips,” he said, noting that popular TV programs such as those on the History Channel 
often present a secular view of issues. “The media often gives one side and not a second or third 
view.” 
 
To engage with people in all walks of life, Hanna hosts a blog at www.considerthereasons.com 
where he writes about current topics and apologetics themes. He’s active on social media and 
desires to discuss matters of faith with believers and non-believers.  
 
His approach to apologetics is both rational and relational. He is particularly interested in 
reaching Latter-day Saints with the truth of the gospel. He is available to churches to address 
apologetics topics and is eager to open up discussions about big questions. 
 
“Doubt is both intellectual and emotional,” he said. “Through prayer and study, one can get 
through to the other side.”  


