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 “Well, that’s just what I believe.” 
 
 You’ve engaged someone in a discussion about Jesus.  They’ve responded defensively by trying 
to make you feel stupid:  “You mean to stand there and tell me that you really think this guy Jesus two 
thousand years ago healed people and walked on water, and then was executed, and came back to life?!”  
You think for a moment, and finally respond with a bit of a shrug, “Well, that’s just what I believe.” 
 
 Perhaps that sounds like a declaration of faith; that despite being completely unable to prove or 
defend your belief in Jesus Christ, you cling tenaciously to that belief.  Isn’t that what faith is? 
 
 So what is faith?  Some would define it as believing in what you can’t see.  The New Atheism 
movement would go farther, defining it as going against what you can see/sense, as something necessarily 
irrational.  But is that what it looks like in Scripture?  The actions of the Apostles were driven by the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus, things they had each witnessed firsthand.  Should we say that they were 
not operating by faith?  What about Abraham, whose faith is revered throughout Scripture, and yet is said 
to have talked to and seen God? 
 
 Let me propose a somewhat different idea of faith.  Abraham wasn’t acting on blind irrational 
belief.  He was acting on what he knew to be true.  He had talked to God, the holy, powerful ruler of all.  
God had told him to go to a place that He would show him.  It is only logical that a holy, good God will 
do exactly what He says.  So then, Abraham’s faith was what he did with what he knew – he started 
walking.  Likewise, the Apostles knew that Jesus was the Messiah, God the Son, sacrificed for our sin, 
resurrected by God, and alive in Heaven.  They had seen it.  What would they do with that knowledge?  
Go back to fishing?  That would have been irrational.  They had the biggest, most important news ever, 
and they had to tell it, even at the risk of their own lives. 
 
 But that’s ridiculous.  If someone were to really know God exists, of course they would obey 
Him.  Scripture reminds us that this simply isn’t true, that the demons know that God exists, but they are 
still in rebellion against Him (James 2:19).  Just because a person knows something does not mean that 
person will act in accordance with that knowledge.  You might have a friend that absolutely knows that 
airplanes are a very safe means of travel, but just as absolutely refuses to ever fly.  Likewise, you might 
also know someone who has the biggest, most important news ever, and yet has never told the Gospel to 
anyone. 
 
 This is what James is trying to explain when he tells us that faith without works isn’t really faith 
at all; it’s dead.  If what you know to be true doesn’t motivate you to act in accordance with that 
knowledge, you might as well be ignorant. 
 
 And Scripture doesn’t want us to be ignorant.  Christianity exists because it is based on historical 
facts.  Luke wrote his gospel to Theophilus so that he “may know the certainty of the things about which 
you have been instructed” (Luke 1:4).  John in his first epistle emphasizes multiple times ways “by this 
we know.”   
 
 Perhaps you are like me – you’ve grown up in church and were saved at an early age.  At the 
time, maybe you didn’t really think about it too much.  Christianity is just what you believed.  But if that 
is still the foundation of your faith, what have you got that is worth sharing?  You believe Christianity, 
someone else believes something else – who can say what is right, what is truth?  When Philip found 



himself before the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8), his testimony wasn’t, “This is just what I believe.”  Rather, 
he went through the Scriptures with the eunuch, showing him how Jesus was the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. 
 
 There is another reason to move from “That’s just what I believe” besides your ability to share 
with others.  Is the foundation your faith is built on solid enough to withstand attacks from the outside, or 
doubts from within?  Is your relationship with a God you hope exists but don’t know exists able to grow?  
Only by knowing that God is real and what He is like can we have a relationship with Him. 
 

So don’t settle for a vague hope.  You can know Him.  You can have an answer to questions from 
unbelievers.  You can have a point of reference when doubts creep in.  That kind of knowledge is a faith 
that can change your life. 
 


