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INTRODUCTION

Most apologetic ministries will say that when dealing with
Jehovah’s Witnesses, one should confine topics of  discussion to
major doctrinal issues. These would include the gospel, the nature
of  God (the Trinity), the deity of  Jesus Christ, and his physical,
bodily resurrection. No doubt these are the key issues. Once a
person comes to a true biblical understanding of  these doctrines,
it is obvious that the Watchtower Organization teaches many
falsehoods and should be discarded as Jehovah’s one and only
channel of  truth.

Any person seeking truth should be concerned with the
veracity of  their teachers. Personally, when I found out I was part
of  an organization which falsely predicted the end of  the world on
numerous occasions, I felt compelled to heed God’s words in
Deuteronomy 18:20-22:

But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name
that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the
name of  other gods, that same prophet shall die. And if  you say in
your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the Lord has not
spoken?’ — when a prophet speaks in the name of  the Lord, if
the word does not come true, that is a word that the Lord has not
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spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously. Do not be afraid
of him.

As a result, I transferred the trust I had in an organization
over to the Lord Jesus Christ, a policy I would strongly
recommend to anyone truly seeking the truth (John 14:6).

However, one must keep in mind that Jehovah’s Witnesses
have been brainwashed, and sometimes the things orthodox
Christianity categorizes as theologically unimportant are
important for some Jehovah’s Witnesses. Though this document
does not deal with all these issues, it attempts to provide some
answers that may be helpful in dealing with Jehovah’s Witnesses
concerning the following issues:

Birthdays
Christmas
The new heaven and the new earth
Neutrality in the world
The military
Hell
The cross
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BIRTHDAYS

ne would think something as simple as a birthday
celebration would not be an important theological issue to

anyone, but the topic is important to Jehovah’s Witnesses. In the
book Jehovah’s Witnesses Answered Verse by Verse, David Reed tells of  a
seventy-year-old man who was disfellowshipped for sending a
birthday card to his son who was not a Jehovah’s Witness. The
man was, according to the Watchtower, unfit to be a part of  God’s
people and damned to eternal death because he sent his son a
birthday card.

What does the Bible teach about the celebration of  birthdays
– in the law of  Moses, for instance? Does it teach that one who
celebrates his birthday is to be stoned to death or expelled from
Israel?

No, but the Watchtower does point to a few “proof ” texts:
Genesis 40:20-22, Matthew 14:6-10, and Mark 6:21-24. These are
all examples of  evil men using their birthdays as excuses to carry
out evil deeds. Bear in mind, these accounts were not written in
God’s Word as warnings not to celebrate birthdays. In both
instances there is no conclusion distinctly drawn that observing
birthdays is a violation of  God’s stated law.
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It just so happened that these men of  power used the occasion
to do an evil deed. Men of  power over the course of  history have
used all sorts of  occasions to execute people and even reward
people at their particular whim.

However, we must ask: Is this what is done at a child’s birthday
party? Do axes fall and heads roll at a five-year-old’s celebration?
One can hardly liken celebrating a birthday to the deeds
perpetrated by Pharaoh and Herod!

Nevertheless, the Watchtower reasons that since only evil men
are mentioned in the Bible as celebrating birthdays, they must be
bad and we must not celebrate them.

But is it true that birthdays are mentioned only in connection
to evil men? No! Take, for example, Job 1:4 where it says of  Job’s
family: “… and his sons went and held a banquet at the house of
each one on his own day; and they sent and invited their sisters to
eat and drink with them.”

Some Jehovah’s Witnesses may say this is not talking of  a
birthday. However, the expression “his own day” does in fact refer
to the day of  one’s birth. This is supported by Job 3:1-3: “It was
after this that Job opened his mouth and began to call down evil
upon his day. Job now answered and said: ‘let the day perish on
which I came to be born’” (emphasis mine).

It is obvious that Job’s family did celebrate their days of  birth.
Elsewhere in Scripture, it is recorded that “many” would

“rejoice” over the birth of  John the Baptist (Luke 1:14).
Nor should we ignore the fact that the angels sang and

rejoiced the night of  Jesus’ birth, and they invited the shepherds to
be a part of  the celebration as well (Luke 2:10-15).

Days of  birth are obviously not looked upon with the derision
the Watchtower would have us believe. It is certainly not a
damnable offense as they claim.

Does it encourage “creature worship” of  the individual whose
day is being celebrated? As a matter of  comparison, birthdays do
not draw any more attention to individuals than do weddings and
anniversary celebrations, which are permitted by the Watchtower
Organization.

CHARLES SMITH
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It has been my observation that most Christians do not make a
big deal out of  their birthdays. Children’s birthdays are often
observed in order to have a get-together for the young ones.
Although, the fortieth, fiftieth, or one-hundredth birthdays are
often observed as milestones.

Keep in mind, we are free in Christ and not under the law. We
are free to celebrate and free to not celebrate. Balance and the
spirit of  a sound mind guided by what the Bible really says should
lead us in these areas. There is certainly nothing damnable about
celebrating a loved one’s time of  coming into the world.

If  one chooses to celebrate a birthday, be mindful and
appreciative of  the gift of  life. Praise God that his Son was born
into the world, died, was raised, and that we may secure eternal
life and the new birth by our faith in Him.

Majoring in the Minors

3



O

CHRISTMAS

ne chief  objection of  the Watchtower Society concerning
Christmas is that it is “unauthorized” or not distinctly

commanded to be celebrated.
This is true; there isn’t any written command by God to

celebrate the birth of  Jesus. However, is this reason enough for us
to ignore the advent of  the Son of  God into the world as the
Savior of  mankind?

It may surprise the Jehovah’s Witness to know that Jesus
himself  attended celebrations not authorized by the written word
of  God! We find Jesus at John 10:22-23 in attendance at the “Feast
of  Dedication,” a winter celebration.

The Feast of  Dedication was a celebration of  the rededication
of  the temple of  Yahweh that had been defiled by the Syrian king
Antiochus Epiphanes. This pagan king had defiled the holy
temple by sacrificing a pig on the altar and bringing in temple
prostitutes. Judas Ben Mattathias, the first of  the Maccabean
rulers, and his brothers rose up in rebellion against this king and
reclaimed the country and the temple for the Jewish nation. With
the recapture of  the city of  Jerusalem and the temple, the priests
and the people of  God rededicated the temple and set aside a
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time of  the year (December) to commemorate this momentous
event. While this was indeed a noteworthy event, is it more
noteworthy than the birth of  the Son of God?

The point is that Jesus attended a festival not specifically
authorized by the law given through Moses. These Jews who
recaptured the temple were not out of  line in the establishment of
this holiday. If  so, Jesus would not have attended it.

It appears that God’s people have the latitude to set certain
times or days aside to honor special events that honor God.

Marriage brings honor to God, yet there is no specific
procedure outlined in God’s Word for the way a wedding should
be conducted. The music, the exchange of  the vows and rings, the
white dress, and the kissing of  the bride are all customs that have
developed over the years and are accepted by all. Some customs
have roots in paganism and yet are still practiced even by
Jehovah’s Witnesses!

God allows us a certain amount of  freedom to develop our
own customs or traditions that do not dishonor him.

The event of  the birth of  Christ the Savior is no less an
occasion for celebration. What other event do we have in God’s
Holy Word that caused the Heavenly host to “… rejoice and sing,
‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with
whom he is pleased’” (Luke 2:14)? Or to announce to the
shepherds, “… behold, I bring you good news of  a great joy
which shall be for all the people, for today in the City of  David
there has been born for you a Savior who is Christ the Lord”
(Luke 2:10-11)?

The Magi — Gentiles who were also permitted to come and
worship the child — arrived not on the exact date of  his birth, but
nonetheless were permitted the privilege of  bowing before the Son
of God.

Can we then, as Christians, be refused the privilege of
honoring the birth of  the Savior of  mankind when the Jews were
allowed to celebrate the rededication of  the temple?

In the fourth century, Christians of  the Roman world no
longer worshiped the sun; this was abhorrent to them. They did,
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however, begin to honor the Son of  God at the same time of  the
year that pagans worshiped the rebirth of  the sun. Christians saw
it as an appropriate time to celebrate the coming of  the light of
God into the world (John 1:9).

Worship of  the sun was eventually outlawed by the
government in Rome. This was considered a great victory for the
Church and a crushing defeat for idol worshipers in the Roman
world.

Today, no one in a Christian fellowship is giving honor to the
sun god. In fact, the idea is so distant from their minds that most
are surprised pagans even worshiped the sun in a special way
during the month of  December. This is a season set aside by
Christians to honor the Son, and God’s Word tells us that when
we honor the Son, we honor the Father (John 5:23).

Once a friend of  mine was having a discussion with a man
about the “evils” of  December 25th. He was telling him how Jesus
wasn’t born on December 25th. The man looked at my friend and
asked, “Well, when do you celebrate the coming of  our Savior
into the world?” My friend was dumbfounded for he, as a
Jehovah’s Witness, had no answer.

We are not under the law today. As Christians, we have
freedom. If  the Jews, who were under the law, had the freedom to
celebrate days not authorized by the Law of  Moses, including the
Feast of  Dedication and even Purim (feasts that Christ celebrated),
then Christians certainly have the freedom to honor the coming
of  God’s Son into the world to save all mankind (Gal. 5:1, Rom.
14:1-6)!

CHARLES SMITH
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THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW
EARTH

ehovah’s Witnesses teach that only 144,000 will inherit
heavenly life, and the rest of  faithful mankind will receive
only an earthly hope. They teach that the “Great Crowd,”

mentioned in Revelation 7:9, are the ones that will inherit this
earth. However, if  one examines the text of  Revelation 7, we note
that the opposite of  what the Watchtower teaches is in fact taught.

In Revelation 7:1-2, the angels are commanded not to harm
the earth and the sea until the “bond servants” of  God are sealed
there. These are the 144,000 that are sealed. This “sealing” takes
place on earth. It is the earthly part of  the vision that involves the
144,000 (Rev. 7:1-8).

The heavenly part of  the vision is described next (Rev. 7:9-17),
and it involves the “Great Crowd,” the so-called earthly group
according to the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Where is the Great Crowd
standing? They are standing “before the throne and before the
Lamb” (Rev. 7:9). They were standing there with “all the angels,”
the “elders,” and the “four living creatures,” worshiping God with
them. It is obviously a heavenly scene, not an earthly one. They
are all “before the throne” (Rev. 7:10-11).

They are spoken of  as having come out of  the “great
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tribulation” which, of  course, is an earthly event, thus they come
from the earth; they are not on the earth.

The seventh chapter of  Revelation is an extremely poor text
for anyone to prove that the 144,000 are heavenly and the Great
Crowd is earthly.

The whole concept of  the “new heaven and new earth” from
their standpoint is erroneous. The Bible teaches that the final
estate will not be a separation of  the physical created universe
from the spiritual or heavenly, but a balanced merger of  the two.

Perhaps the Witnesses can be helped to see this at Revelation
21:2, where New Jerusalem “comes down” and attaches itself  to
the earth. The old earth and heavens will be done away with in
that there will be the perfect union of  the physical and the
spiritual.

This can likewise be seen in the resurrection of  our Lord. His
resurrection body was a spiritual body (meaning a glorified physical
body, not a disembodied spirit). He could eat fish with his disciples
and at the same time pass through walls. He could be touched,
and he told his disciples that he wasn’t a spirit. Yet the Son of
Man could travel to the very presence of  God in heaven (Luke
24:36-43, John 21:12-13, John 20:19, Acts 7:56).

All creation will be set free in the same manner. This is what
Paul is talking about in Romans 8:19-23. Along with creation, the
redeemed will experience the same freedom when we receive our
glorified resurrection bodies (1 Cor. 15:42-22).

The earth is a part of  the creation that “… will be liberated
from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom
of  the children of  God” (Rom. 8:21).

CHARLES SMITH
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NEUTRALITY IN THE WORLD

ehovah’s Witnesses feel it is wrong to join the armed services,
seek political office, or even vote. They are taught that this is
being part of  the world, and they should avoid it. Yet, we

have biblical examples of  God’s people doing all these things, and
they are still considered true believers, not part of  the world.

Listed below are people who served as part of  the political
establishment in order to promote God’s interests:

Egypt

Genesis 41:39-43 — Joseph was made prime minister of
the pagan empire of  Egypt. God used him to preserve the
nation of  Israel.

Babylon

Daniel 1:19; 3:12 — Daniel, Hanaiah, Mishael, and
Azariah were made officials in the empire of  Babylon.
They were all used to promote God’s sovereignty within
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the Empire and to teach the pagan overlords that Yahweh
was the true God.

Persia

Daniel 6:2 — Daniel was one of  the top officials in Persia
over all other officials. He was used by God to highlight his
sovereignty over the kings of  the earth.

Esther 10:3 — Mordecai was second only to the King of
Persia. He was used to preserve God’s people and ensure
the succession of  the Messiah. Esther was made the queen
of  Persia and used her influence to defeat God’s enemies
and preserve the Messianic line to Jesus.

Esther 8:1-17 — The Jewish people armed themselves in
order to preserve their existence and ensure the Messianic
line from David to Jesus.

Nehemiah 2:1 — Nehemiah was the cup bearer for the
king of  Persia, an important position in the king’s court.

All these servants of  God were placed in highly significant
positions within pagan, “beastly” political organizations of  the
world. This indicates that one who is God’s servant may
participate in certain political affairs in order to further the
interests of  God’s kingdom.

CHARLES SMITH
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THE MILITARY

hat does Scripture say about those who are members of
the armed services?

Some soldiers actually came to John the Baptist concerned
about their occupation, asking John what they should do. They
were not told to leave military service. They were told not to
extort money and to be content with their wages (Luke 3:14).

In the one instance where men under arms asked a direct
question as to what they should do, there is no hint that they
should resign their position and take up another trade.

Then there is Cornelius who, while still serving as a Roman
Centurion (Acts 10:10-48), was:

called a devout man
a man who feared God
charitable
a man of  prayer
a man whose prayers were answered
a man who had soldiers under him who were likewise
“devout”
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not considered unholy or unclean even though he was
a Gentile and a soldier

The fact that he was a Gentile is more of  an issue than his
occupation in these verses. The fact that he was a military man
held absolutely no bearing on the issue of  his becoming a
Christian!

As we continue to read this account, we find Cornelius, while
still a Roman officer, was:

accepted by God as a Christian
baptized in the Holy Spirit
initiated into the Christian Church
baptized on the spot

Being a soldier did not limit his acceptance by God or by his
church. However, if  you are in the military today, you cannot be
fully accepted into the Watchtower Organization.

This is a matter of  conscience. If  one feels they cannot take
the life of  another man in combat, they may choose to be a
conscientious objector. This is well within biblical parameters.
However, a Christian is also free to join the military. The decision
is between that person and God.

CHARLES SMITH
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HELL

erhaps one of  the most difficult problems I had in
overcoming my Watchtower brainwashing was the

acceptance of  an everlasting hell. While some theologians seem to
think this is not a major theological topic, to the Jehovah’s Witness
this may be the one sticking point when rejecting orthodox
Christianity. Even after I had accepted the deity of  Christ and the
concept of  the Trinity as the truth, it still took time before I came
to grips with the reality of  hell.

But the truth is that Jesus taught it and justice demands it.
If  you want to call yourself  a Christian, you must believe his

doctrines. The second Epistle of  John says, “Anyone who goes too
far and does not abide in the teaching of  Christ, does not have
God. The one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father
and the Son” (2 John 1:9).

And in John 8:31, Jesus says, “… if  you abide in my word then
you are truly disciples of  mine; and you shall know the truth and
the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32).

Simple isn’t it? If  we believe Jesus’ doctrines, we are truly his
followers. And the truth is that he taught there would be eternal
punishment and torment.
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Matthew 24:50-51 — “The master of  that slave will come on a
day when he does not expect and at an hour which he does not
know, and shall cut him in pieces and assign him a place with
the hypocrites, weeping shall be there and the gnashing of
teeth.”

Matthew 25:30 — “And cast out the worthless slave into outer
darkness, in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”

Matthew 25:41 — “Then he will also say to those on his left,
‘Depart from me accused ones, into the eternal fire which has
been prepared for the devil and his angels.’”

Matthew 25:46 — “And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Then we have his teaching found in Luke 16. It’s the parable
of  the rich man and Lazarus. The Witness will object and say it is
a parable and thus not to be taken literally. However, you may
point out that there is no parable given by our Lord that is based
on a lie or a fantasy. All his parables are based on fact, not fiction.

Things to note from Luke 16:19-28:

Both the poor beggar and the rich man were alive, and
they died (verse 22).
Even after death, they were conscious (verses 22-23).
The rich man was in a place called “hell,” and he was
in “torment” (verse 23).
Hell is a “place of  torment” (verse 28).

This is the teaching of  Jesus! There is no disclaimer on the
sixteenth chapter of  Luke!

Then we have “the revelation of  Jesus Christ which God gave
him to show his own servants…” (Rev. 1:1).

At Revelation 20:10 it says, “And the devil who deceived them

CHARLES SMITH
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was thrown into the lake of  fire and brimstone where the beast
and the false prophet are also, and they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever.”

No, hell is not an easy topic to deal with, but a Christian is
compelled to accept the teachings of  our Lord instead of
explaining them away. Jesus is clearly warning us of  the danger
that awaits any who go into eternity without his name and the
name of  his Father written on their foreheads. This is what the
gospel saves us from — the wrath of God.

Then there is the matter of  justice. One of  God’s outstanding
and preeminent qualities is justice. “Righteousness and justice are
the foundation of  your throne; love and faithfulness go before
you” (Ps. 89:14). The Bible tells us that “man is destined to die
once and after that to face judgment” (Heb. 9:27).

I find it comforting that our Judge in his omniscience will
judge righteously (Jer. 11:20). A righteous judge does not hand
down the same verdict for all crimes. If  you were to go to your
county court house and observe a judge who was handing out the
same sentence to a man caught speeding as to a man who killed
someone while speeding, you wouldn’t have much respect for that
judge, would you?

The Watchtower Organization would have us believe that
Hitler is going to receive the same punishment that any “common
sinner” would receive — death. Everyone simply dies and never
comes back! Is that a God who judges righteously? Hardly.

The Bible indicates that God judges according to the actions
of  the individual and the circumstances.

“The servant who knows his master’s will and does not get ready
or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many
blows. But the one who does not know and does things deserving
of  punishment will be beaten with few blows” (Luke 12:47-48,
emphasis mine).

And again:
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“Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If  the miracles
that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on
the day of  judgement than for you. And you, Capernaum, will
you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.
If  the miracles that were performed in you had been performed
in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. But I tell you that
it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of  judgment than for
you” (Matt. 11:21-24, emphasis mine).

The principles we glean from these verses are that our God is
a God who will judge in righteousness all those who come before
him. Hell will not be unjust but will reflect an omniscient God’s
righteous judgments.

CHARLES SMITH
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THE CROSS

as Jesus nailed to a cross or a straight pole? For many
years, Jehovah’s Witnesses have confidently claimed he

was nailed to a pole or stake with no cross beam. This was not
always so. They did at one time believe he died on a cross
(perform a web search on “Harp of  God, page 114”).

Jehovah’s Witnesses claim the Greek word stauros, which
Christians translate “cross,” can mean only a simple beam or pole.
They also claim the Greek word xulon, used at Acts 5:30, Galatians
3:13, and 1 Peter 2:24 means “tree” or “wood.”

We certainly do agree that xulon means “tree” or “wood”
because that is exactly what crosses were made of  — wood from
trees!

However, could this wooden stauros be shaped like a cross? Yes,
it could; the Greek word stauros was not limited in its meaning to a
certain shape.

To illustrate, let’s consider the word “ball.” Let’s say you were
told by a friend that he had been hit in the face by a ball. Was it a
golf  ball, football, soccer ball, beach ball, or a baseball? These are
all balls with different features. After further consideration, he tells
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you he was at baseball practice with his son when it happened.
You then know it was a baseball.

When we consider all the related evidence associated with the
word stauros, we can only conclude that it was a stauros with a cross
beam.

The Watchtower pictures Jesus hanging from a pole with one
nail driven through his hands. Yet the apostle Thomas says at John
20:25, “… unless I see in his hands the print of  the nails and stick
my finger into the print of  the nails and stick my hand into his
side, I will certainly not believe” (emphasis mine).

Christendom’s depiction of  Jesus hanging from a cross fits the
biblical description at John 20:25.

When the eyewitness to the crucifixion, Matthew, saw the
Romans place the sign on the stauros which read, “This is Jesus,
King of  the Jews,” did he record that it was placed above his
hands (as the Watchtower illustrates) or above his head (as the
Christian church illustrates)? Matthew 27:37 says “Above his head
they had put the charge against him in writings; This is Jesus,
King of  the Jews” (emphasis mine).

Scriptural evidence points to a stauros with a cross beam.
The Jehovah’s Witnesses will say, “The cross is a pagan symbol

used by the Babylonians and Egyptians.” The truth is that the
geometric shape of  the cross is common in the art and
architecture of  the ages past and present. All one has to do is look
at the telephone poles that line our landscape to prove this. Just
because the phone company has chosen to use this shape does not
mean they borrowed it from the pagans. It is a shape that has
practical usage. The Romans likewise chose the shape of  a cross
to impale their enemies, not because it resembled a Babylonian
Tau or an Egyptian Anuk but because it was an effective torture
implement.

There was never a doubt in the minds of  early Christians as to
the shape of  the cross.

Justin Martyr (AD 110-165), one of  the first Christian writers
to defend the truth of  Christ, had this to say about the “form” or
“shape” of  the cross:

CHARLES SMITH
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… for consider all the things in the world, whether without this
form they could be administered or have any community. For
the sea is not traversed except that trophy which is called a sail
abide safe in the ship; and earth is not ploughed without it;
diggers and mechanics do not their work except with tools
which have this shape… and the power of  the form is shown by
your own symbols on which are called “vexilla” (banners) and
trophies, with which all your state possessions are made, using
these as the insignia of  your power and government, even
though you do so unwittingly (Roberts ed., Ante-Nicene Fathers,
Vol. 1, pg. 181-182).

What do the mast of  a ship, a hammer, and the vexilla
(banner) have in common? The shape of  the cross! This shape was
(and is) a common one; it is not a shape seen solely in pagan
worship.

Sometime in the decade following AD 180, Irenaeus, a pupil
of  Polycarp who was taught by the apostle John, described the
cross in this way: “… the very form of  the cross, too, has five
extremities, two in the length, two in the breadth, and one in the
middle on which (last) the person rests who is fixed by the nails…”

For those who believe the cross was introduced to Christianity
by the “evil” Constantine, these references predate Constantine by
over 150 years!

Back in the 1960s, when I was a teenager, the Watchtower
Organization completed their New World Translation of  the Holy
Scripture. In it, they went to great lengths to prove Jesus was
impaled on a pole. They stated that “archaeological discoveries”
would likely prove their “stake” theory correct. Has it?

Archaeologist P. Bagatti discovered a first century Christian
catacomb on the Mount of  Olives. A headstone was found near
the entrance with a cross chiseled into it. Both archaeologists P.
Bagatti and Claremont-Banneau date the ossuaries very early in
the first century. Some coins were found minted during the time
of  Governor Varius Gratus (AD 15/16). The cross appears on
some small stone coffins with the names Matthias, Simon Bar-
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Yonah, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. This implies the symbol of
the cross was used by the Christians before the New Testament
was completed.

Mount Vesuvius buried the cities of  Pompeii and
Herculaneum in the year AD 79. Many contemporaries of  Jesus
and his apostles were still alive at the time. In one of  the homes
buried under volcanic debris, a room was discovered with the
imprint of  a cross on the wall. Pagan Romans did not use crosses
in their worship. It is likely this home belonged to a Christian.

The ancient Romans mocked Christians because their Savior
was executed as a criminal. One example, dated AD 160, was
found in Rome near the Palatine Hill. On a wall was scribbled,
“Alexander worships his God” with the picture of  Jesus hanging
on a cross depicted with an ass’ head. It would appear that even
opposers of  the faith knew Jesus was impaled on a Roman cross
(perform a web search for images of  “Alexander worships his
god”).

Archaeology obviously doesn’t support the “stake theory.”
We are asked to believe that the Church of  the Lord Jesus

Christ has been too stupid for two thousand years to know what
Jesus died on. They say the cross is a pagan phallic symbol, and
yet is anything more phallic than an upright pole? The enemies of
the cross (Phil. 3:18) say an instrument of  death should not be
used as a Christian symbol. Yet, to the Christian, it is no longer a
sign of  defeat or death but a symbol of  victory and life.

Paul, using the cross as a euphemism for the gospel said, “For
the message of  the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of  God” (1 Cor.
1:18). The gospel symbolized by the cross is truly powerful.

If  one reads carefully 1 Corinthians 1:17-31, you cannot help
but see the message of  the cross as synonymous with our salvation,
our righteousness, our holiness, and the wisdom of God.

The cross represents not only the victory we share with Christ
over death but likewise the victory we have over this sinful world
(Gal. 2:19-20; 5:24; 6:14).

CHARLES SMITH
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Christians do not worship the cross, but like Paul, we honor
and respect what it stands for!

Majoring in the Minors
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CONCLUSION

It is my prayer that the information contained in this booklet will
aid Christians in defending truth and help former Jehovah’s
Witnesses come to grips with some things that may be holding
them back. People coming out of  the Watchtower Organization
have questions, and they need answers. The attitude of  many is,
“How can anyone believe something like that?” This attitude is
not helpful. If  someone is wounded or hurt, the doctor doesn’t
view the person as foolish for getting hurt. Instead, the doctor
ministers to the patient, treating their injuries in order to facilitate
healing.

May I recommend to Christians the words of  Paul: “Study to
show thyself  approved unto God, a workman [or woman] that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of  Truth”
(1 Timothy 2:5 KJV).

More than ever, in this post-modern world, we need Christians
who can answer people’s questions from God’s Word of  Truth.

To the truth seeker, my prayer for you is to seek Jesus instead
of  an organization or denomination. To those Jews who thought
their salvation was all wrapped up in their superior knowledge of
Scripture, Jesus said, “You search the Scripture because you think
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that in them you have eternal life, and it is these that bear witness
of  me; and you are unwilling to come to me that you may have life”
(John 6:39-40, emphasis mine).

Jesus is the Truth; trust him, and your questions will be
answered.

Conclusion

23



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

CHARLES SMITH was a Jehovah’s Witness from the time of  his
birth until he was thirty-eight years old. After the failure of  the
Watchtower’s 1975 prophecy, he began to question their
teachings. Charles prayed to Jehovah to show him what he needed
to do to please him. Then one day, while at the Kingdom Hall, he
read 1 John 5:9-13:

We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater
because it is the testimony of  God, which he has given about his
Son. Anyone who believes in the Son of  God has this testimony in
his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to
be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given
about his Son. And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who
does not have the Son of  God does not have life. I write these
things to you who believe in the name of  the Son of  God so that
you may know that you have eternal life.



Jehovah’s witness to Charles through these scriptures changed
his life. Through great struggle and family upheaval, Charles left
the Watchtower organization and has never looked back. After
serving ten years as a pastor of  a church, he now conducts
seminars on cults.




