
 

Are there sources besides the Bible that tell 

about Jesus? If so then what do they say? 

Many in the evangelical world take for granted the simple question, “Who is Jesus?” 

Sadly, failing to critically analyze this question can cause some serious problems in the 

foundation of one’s entire belief system. Millard Erickson attacks the question of “Who is 

Jesus?” by observing what Christ said about himself.[1] Erickson cites (Matt. 13:41, Luke 12:8-

9, Mark 2:5, John 10:30) as well as additional scripture.[2] The point being that in order for 

anyone to diminish the deity of Christ, the deity of Christ has to be established. Erickson and 

others feel the most effective grounds for establishing the deity of Christ  is to consult the most 

reliable historical record on what The Christ did and said (did is a big word here). 

There are six “Christological Heresies” noted by Wayne House, Ebionism, Docetism, 

Arianism, Nestorianism, Eutychianism, and Appolinarianism.[3] A simple google search will 

provide one with a working definition for each, but all denied Jesus was who he claimed to be. 

Putting Ebionism under the scope, an argument could be made that it is the “Heresy” most 

common today. Consider: Ebionites believed Jesus was a human but was not deity.[4] This view 

of Jesus Christ can be found in other religions such as Islam, Buddhism, Atheism, New Ageism, 

and Nominal Christianity (Americans who say their Christian and might attend church on 

holidays). 

If one were to objectively search historical evidence, one would conclude it absurd to 

deny that Jesus existed. The historical evidence for Jesus Christ outweighs any suspicions to the 

contrary. Looking simply at Jewish and Pagan historical writings, Flavius Josephus in Jewish 

Antiquites dated around 93 A.D. writes: 

About this time arose Jesus, a wise man (if indeed it be right to call him a 

man).  For he was a doer of marvelous deeds, and a teacher of men who gladly receive 

the truth. He drew to himself many persons, both of the Jews and also the Gentiles. (He 

was the Christ.) And when Pilate, upon the indictment of leading men among us, had 

condemned him to the cross, those who had loved him at the first did not cease to do so 

(for he appeared to them alive on the third day—the godly prophets having foretold these 

and ten thousand other things about him). And eve to this day the race of Christians, who 

are named from him, has not died out.[5] 
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Josephus, however, is not the lone individual to offer extra biblical accounts of Jesus. The 

Babylonian Talmud, Pliny (the younger), Tacitus, Mara bar Serapion, Seutonius in Life of 

Claudius and Life of Nero all provide non-Christian and historical accounts of a man named 

Jesus.[6] All these authors (none of whom were followers of Christ) wrote amazing accounts 

about Jesus Christ, and they wrote these accounts within 100 years of the life of Christ 

(conservatively). The New Testament has the greatest manuscript tradition of all works of 

antiquity. 

 

To this day many believe Jesus existed, but they contend what he said about himself 

cannot be known. Despite the historical evidence attesting to the consistency of the manuscript 

tradition, many still deny one can ever know what Jesus really said even if he did exist.  This 

view is what drove people like Robert W. Funk, John Dominic Crossan, Marcus Borg, and Paul 

Verhoeven to form the Jesus Seminar and it became the foundation for the Christology from 

Below group.[7] While the traditional Ebionites have long died out and the beliefs have 

somewhat evolved, their view of Christ is the same. They believe he is not God. So the question 

then falls to each of us, “How did Jesus do what history records he did?” 

For some biblical accounts of the consistent narrative of the early church check out:  

1 Corinthians 15:3-8; 1 John 1:2; 2 Peter 1:16 

 All of these text, written by different authors, provide a record of what the early church believed 

about Jesus.  
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