
 Will your church respond 
to this great need?

1.   Is your church willing to support 
another church (through an 
activity or project) in planting 
new churches? 

2.   Is your church willing to partner 
with other churches in planting a 
new church?

3.   Is your church willing to lead in 
the planting of a new church?

4.   Is your church willing to 
regularly pray for a specific new 
church plant?

Some may ask, 

“Don’t we have 
  enough churches?”
The better question is, 
“Do we have the right kind of 
churches for the different kinds of 
 people that need Christ?”
There is an urgent need for your church to engage 
in partnership church planting. Church planting is a 
proven, effective way to make Christian disciples. 
Lost people have a deep need for the gospel to come 
to them. The moral decline in North America, the rise 
in popularity of non-Christian faiths, the increasing 
diversity of the North American population, and the 
ever-emerging new generations all point to a need for 
a bold thrust in missions.

 The need for church 
 planting partnerships…

Lost persons have the responsibility 
to find their way to God, but they 

do not know how. Christ gave 
us the responsibility of 

going after them and 
the communities 
of lostness. 

Sometimes that 
involves starting a 
church in the midst of 
that pocket of lostness.
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“People are different. Communities are different. 
Not everybody eats vanilla ice cream, you know. 
We live in a Neapolitan world. And God began 
to put in my own heart to say there’s still a 
mixture of people in this community that’s a little 
bit further out from the immediate community 
that we can still reach, but it won’t be reached 
by our context, so the idea came: 
‘Let’s plant a church!’”

Pastor Robert Anderson

Our understanding of stewardship calls for…

Partners in Church Planting
No church wants to be responsible for sending a church 
planting team that is not prepared for the challenges they 
will face. Primary sponsors are discovering that they can 
positively impact not only the churches they plant, but 
also other churches with whom they cluster. By working 
together, we can combine our talent and resources to 
plant healthier churches with a greater chance of survival 
and vitality. Also, our witness of cooperation speaks 
loudly to the world about our commitment to the mission 
of the gospel.

“Ridgecrest is committed to extending the Kingdom of 
Christ in every way possible. Church planting is one of 
the most effective ways to make disciples. It is more 
blessed to give than to receive! We have found that God 
always meets our needs as we follow His leadership.”

Hosea Bilyeu, Pastor
Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church
Springfield MO

Expressions of Partnership Church Planting
Strategic Intercessory Prayer

•  Pray for pockets of lostness, church planting leaders, 
and spiritual breakthroughs.

•  Prayer walks on the church planting field can give church 
members memorable encounters which can quickly turn 
into significant ministry moments.

Providing Strategic Leadership
•  Help determine where a new church is needed and 

seek to develop initial guidance for the church planting 
activities.

•  Church leaders can mentor and coach new leaders from 
their experience.

Financial Resources
•  Through monthly or one-time gifts, individuals and 

churches can provide valuable funding streams.
•  Churches can extend their insurance coverage to the 

new plant or provide medical insurance.

Materials and Equipment
•  Assist new churches by providing quality equipment 

(sound systems, computers, office equipment).
•  Give a “baby shower” for the church nursery.
•  Reuse Vacation Bible School materials.

Facilities
•  Provide worship or office space for a new church in your 

current facility.
•  Open homes for Bible studies and fellowship events.
•  Provide space for meetings and offices through 

businesses.

Start an Outreach Bible Study
•  Bible studies are effective ways to lead people 

to Christ and to form a new church. Evangelistic 
Bible studies can be held in homes, apartment 
clubhouses, workplace break rooms, civic 
buildings, and churches.

Sending People
•  Volunteers and leaders are the lifeblood of a new 

church. Churches demonstrate their confidence in 
God’s plan to provide for all of their leadership needs 
as they release their people for church planting.

•  You can encourage members to prayerfully 
consider serving with a new church for a fixed 
period of time or indefinitely.

•  Partnering mentors from the sponsoring church 
with potential program leaders in a church plant 
can provide immediate experienced leadership 
while cultivating the discovery and development 
of new leaders.

•  With training, church members can plant churches 
in homes, neighborhood clubhouses, and multi-
family housing communities.

Mission Trips
•   Assist the church planting team on a mission trip 

for a day, weekend, or week.
•   Community surveys
•   Block parties
•   Backyard Bible clubs
•   Neighborhood canvassing

Material adapted from 
Partners in Church Planting 

produced by the NAMB, SBC.

Explore Partners in Church Planting 
at www.churchplantingvillage.net 
and www.mobaptist.org. Ministries 
of the NAMB, MBC, and SBC.


