
Through the 2015 Missionary Moments Prayer Guide and Offertory Statements, you will have opportunity to catch a view 
into the lives and ministries of missionaries who serve Southern Baptists as Baptist state convention, North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) or International Mission Board (IMB) servants of the Lord. 

The power of prayer and gifts through the Cooperative Program, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering®, the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering® or state convention missions offerings help sustain more than 10,000 missionaries as they 
take the good news of Jesus Christ to the lost worldwide. 

Present Missionary Moments weekly during a worship service, in a Sunday School class or small group, at the midweek 
prayer service, at missions meetings or as sermon illustrations. Join thousands of Southern Baptists in prayer as we lift 
each featured servant to the Father. 

Additional copies of Missionary Moments may be obtained from your state convention office, purchased by visiting 
stewardshipdirect.com or purchased from the Cooperative Program office in Nashville, Tenn. Go to sbc.net/cp, and click 
on Missions. 

Imagine
By utilizing the 2015 stewardship emphasis, TouchStones: Markers of Discipleship, you can assist your church in 
understanding the mile markers in your journey of faith. Southern Baptists currently number almost 16 million 
members over 45,000 Southern Baptist churches across the United States. With a global population of more than 7 
billion, we must increase our cooperative efforts if we are to fulfill Christ’s command to take the Gospel to every nation. 
We need to allow God to refresh our burden to reach the world for Him. The Cooperative Program provides a financial 
base to impact the world with the good news of Jesus Christ!

2015 MISSIONARY MOMENTS 
Prayer Guide and Offertory Statements

The Cooperative Program enables us to partner with nearly 46,000 
churches to make Christ known—at home, across the nation and 
around the world.



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 JANUARY
 •  Utilize Missionary Moments weekly throughout the year.

 •  Include a “thank you” note when sending annual individual giving statements.

 •  During a worship service, present your pastor a copy of the book titled 
     Pastor, Stand Up for Stewardship.



January 4

MORNING: Life-Changing Message
(Madagascar) A hotel in Madagascar is known for promiscuous activity, but IMB missionary ADAM HAILES and his 
family continued to stay there regularly. “As we stayed … we always sought to show them the love of Christ,” he said. 
After months of sharing the Gospel with the ladies, “the Lord began to soften their hearts and lead a few of them to 
salvation.” Late one night, Adam awoke to women arguing with some businessmen outside the hotel. The women 
said, “No! We don’t do those things anymore. We are women who pray now.” Your Cooperative Program gifts support 
missionaries, like the Hailes, who share the life-changing message of Jesus. 

EVENING: A Burden to Share
(Alabama) YUJI YASAKA, born and raised in Japan, first met Christ during his college years when U.S. summer 
missionaries came to Japan and shared the Gospel. Since that time, he has had a burden to share the Gospel 
specifically with college students. Thanks in part to your generous contributions through the Cooperative Program, Yuji 
and his wife, JERRI ANN, are reaching out to more than 500 international students at the University of North Alabama in 
Florence. Pray for the Yasakas as they lead Bible study and disciple students. 

Bible Reference and Statement: Colossians 3:23
The New Year brings new opportunities for us to practice our faith through our giving. Our giving provides the resources 
needed to help reach the lost for Christ. Let’s resolve to work to grow in our giving this year for God’s glory.

_______________________________________
 
January 11

MORNING: Planting and Strengthening Churches
(Alaska) JOE and CINDY BONEY both heard God’s call to ministry at an early age but not recognize it was a call to 
missions until they were involved in a local church plant that taught, gave and served in missions. The Boneys served 
in several states, planting and pastoring churches and serving in community ministries. Today Joe serves in the Tongass 
Baptist Association in Alaska where communities can only be reached by plane or boat. Because of your faithful giving 
through the Cooperative Program, Joe and Cindy are ministering to diverse ethnic communities where 97 percent is 
unchurched. Pray as they seek to plant new churches and strengthen existing congregations.

EVENING: Faith and Relationships
(France) Christian worker AMY BAXTER* is seeing a positive outcome as she and a friend distribute quality chocolates 
in southern France. Ladies of the evening, working near the Old Port, have accepted the chocolates and read the Bible 
verses printed on the back with growing interest. Sophie* responded to Amy’s friendship and allowed her to speak 
about the importance of faith and a relationship with God. Afterward, Sophie cried on Amy’s shoulder. Sophie is going 
through a divorce and many legal battles. Cooperative Program gifts support Christian workers, like Amy, who share that 
Jesus Christ is trustworthy and dependable, as well as a constant companion. 
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Bible Reference and Statement: Psalm 39:6
Responsible stewardship includes making a Christian will. Giving now is important, but so is giving for Christian ministry, 
through a will, until the Lord’s return. What a joy to know that through a will one’s ministry for Christ can continue even 
after death.

_______________________________________
 
January 18

MORNING: Fellowship with Others
(Southeast Asia) Two young Christian women, one married and one single, have recently expressed a desire to IMB 
workers in Southeast Asia for more intense Bible study. The women longed for true fellowship with others focused 
on Christ. However, they don’t yet know each other, so it is interesting for them to come separately and say, “I have 
renewed passion for my First Love. Can you help me grow?” A worker asks, “Please pray that our time will be honoring 
to the Lord and, indeed, the start of a great revival that spreads.” Gifts through the Cooperative Program provide the 
means for missionaries to follow God wherever He leads and disciple new believers. 

EVENING: Prayerwalks Making a Difference
(Arizona) LOUIS SPEARS is a church planting catalyst in Phoenix. As such, he brings the Gospel to multi-housing 
communities through prayerwalks and sports camps. He works to befriend apartment managers to have an open door 
for ministering. Oftentimes, Louis and his team are the first people to share the Gospel within an apartment community. 
Many communities in Phoenix still need to hear the Gospel. Your Cooperative Program dollars are hard at work, 
enabling Louis and his team to plant Southern Baptist churches in communities that have none. Pray for more laborers 
to have a heart for sharing the Gospel within apartment communities, possibly even by renting apartments for the 
purpose of reaching residents.

Bible Reference and Statement: Romans 5:8 
Our giving should be understood in light of God’s giving to us. God’s purpose for giving—to bring people to Himself—
can be our purpose for giving also.

_______________________________________

January 25

MORNING: In the Spheres of Influence
(Arizona) CHRIS and BRENNA STULL have a vision to connect people to Christ and help them walk with Him for a 
lifetime. Chris’s extensive experience with local, state, national and international missions qualifies him to lead 
believers and his church to discover where God is at work in the West Valley of Phoenix. Your faithful giving through the 
Cooperative Program makes it possible for Chris to encourage his congregation to live out their Christian walk in their 
spheres of influence by casting vision, equipping volunteers, procuring resources and working alongside community 
organizations. Pray for Wellspring Church to be bold and gracious in being salt and light in the fastest growing corridor 
in Arizona.



EVENING: Depending Upon the Lord
(South Asia) In the small Louisiana town where ALETA BALLINGER* grew up, foreign languages were not even taught. 
She never imagined that one day she and her husband would serve as language coaches for new missionaries in South 
Asia. “God used the difficult and slow process of language learning to teach me what it means to be dependent on 
Him—to trust Him,” she says. The Ballingers, along with their four children, have served for more than a decade in 
several South Asian countries. Gifts to the Cooperative Program support workers like the Ballingers as they teach new 
missionaries to communicate the Gospel in the heart language of their people group. 

Bible Reference and Statement: Deuteronomy 14:22
Giving has always been an expectation of God for His people. Christian giving, however, is for a larger purpose than 
when the Israelites gave a tithe. They gave out of duty; we give to reach the lost for Christ. 

_______________________________________



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 FEBRUARY
 •  Use 4 bulletin inserts weekly throughout the month from the current stewardship series.

 •  Use a ministry progress report that features a changed life during a Sunday service.



February 1

MORNING: Craft Scripture Stories
(Deaf) The Deaf of East Asia are Bible-less. No Scripture is available in their Sign Language. A team of eight Deaf 
believers from across East Asia has gathered together to change that. Through the StoryOne Project and under the 
leadership of AMY* and MYISHE*, two single, Deaf missionaries, the Deaf Asians have recently begun work to craft 
150 Scripture stories into Sign Language. Simultaneously this team will be working to plant nine Deaf churches. Your 
Cooperative Program gifts make it possible for Deaf missionaries to reach and train Deaf peoples to share God’s stories 
in the language of their heart.

EVENING: Planting Calls for Strategy
(California) ROBBY PITT, a Virginia native, has worked his way across the country in ministry. As NAMB’s Send City 
coordinator for Los Angeles, he uses his skills and experience in strategizing the planting of churches, including ethnic 
churches, and in mentoring church planters to advance the Gospel in Los Angeles. The sheer size of Los Angeles calls 
for considerable strategy with any attempt to reach the city. Your generous donations through the Cooperative Program 
make ministry in Los Angeles possible. Pray that people in this very influential city will realize that riches and fame are 
fleeting. Pray they will realize their eternal hope is in Jesus alone.

Bible Reference and Statement: John 3:16
The highest example of giving is God giving His Son. God gave that we might have eternal life. That others may also have 
eternal life is a motive for our giving.

_______________________________________

February 8

MORNING: Multiethnic Family of Faith
(California) VICTOR SCHLOSS is the Send City coordinator for San Diego and pastor of The Body Church. The Body can 
best be described as a multiethnic family serving one another as Jesus did. These individuals come from all walks of 
life, allowing the church to reach a variety of people groups in the city where only 9.8 percent of the 3.1 million people 
claim to be evangelical. Because you give through the Cooperative Program, people in San Diego are giving their lives to 
Christ and experiencing His unconditional love through this church. Pray for more planters, churches and individuals to 
partner with the work in San Diego.

EVENING: Tear Down the Barriers
(Central Asia) CLARENCE WILSON*, a worker in Central Asia, loves to see God work in the heart of an avowed atheist. 
Living among a people group taught since childhood to deny the existence of God, Clarence develops relationships 
with nonbelievers and invites them to Bible study. In his city, that’s no small task, so Clarence is thankful for every 
breakthrough he has witnessed. Although it takes patience and time to build trust and tear down the cultural and 
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religious barriers, each “baby step” toward faith among those he serves is a blessing. Cooperative Program gifts support 
workers like Clarence, who are committed to reaching those who deny the existence of God. 

Bible Reference and Statement: 2 Corinthians 8:7
The Corinthians apparently wanted to excel in Christian living, but they had fallen short in the grace of giving. Paul 
challenged them to grow by including generous giving. Giving helps us grow in Christlikeness.

_______________________________________
 
February 15

MORNING: Step Out in Faith
(East Asia) With their children grown, the couple overcame family, health and financial obstacles to get to the mission 
field. Once in their East Asian city, they flourished and boldly shared their faith. During a three-year term, they learned 
the local language and the culture, met scores of people and made many new friends. They also hosted more than 300 
Bible studies, led 50 people to faith in Christ and baptized 41 of them. By stepping out in faith, they experienced, more 
deeply than ever before, God’s abundant goodness and provision. Your Cooperative Program gifts support couples like 
this, who are committed to sharing the stories from the Word of God. 

EVENING: Life Lessons
(Canada) BOB and DEBBIE SHELTON came to Canada in 1984 to start a church in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Through 15 years 
of church planting and pastoring, many life lessons were learned. Today Bob serves as the Send City coordinator for 
both Calgary and Edmonton. The Calgary-Edmonton corridor is the most urbanized area of Alberta and one of Canada’s 
four most urban regions as Canadians and immigrants move to the area seeking higher learning at the many universities 
or fortunes in oil work. Sadly, statistics show that only 5.5 percent of this growing population is evangelical. When you 
support the Cooperative Program, you are helping bring the Gospel to this area. Pray for local leaders to own and 
implement a church planting strategy and for partners to join in this work.

Bible Reference and Statement: 1 John 3:16-18
Simply put, love gives. God loves us and gave His Son. To say we love God, our church and our brothers yet not give is 
inconsistent with Christian love. Giving is love in action.

_______________________________________

February 22

MORNING: Need of Jesus
(Canada) JOHN WORCESTER works with a team of church planters seeking to start churches for under-reached people 
in the area of Ontario, Canada. The team plants churches and coaches church planters who are leading churches 
elsewhere. Starting a church among unreached, unchurched people can be lonely and difficult work. The work also can 
be slow as many people do not see why they need Jesus in their lives. Your gifts through the Cooperative Program can 

__________________________
_____________



make a difference in Ontario. Pray for God to knit together a strong church planting team who will work well together to 
start several new churches in the next few years.

EVENING: Conversations Build Receptivity
(Brazil) In the state of Rio Grande do Sul in South Brazil, university campuses come alive in the evenings when they 
are flooded with students from the region surrounding Porto Alegre, the capital city. Baptist representatives CHRIS and 
MELODY JULIAN work among these students of European descent. One approach they take is to bring North American 
students to Brazil through IMB’s Hands On program. Pray that university students in South Brazil will be receptive to 
the Gospel and that God will open many doors for Hands On teams through English conversation classes, game nights, 
Bible studies and just hanging out on campuses. Cooperative Program gifts support missionaries like the Julians and 
make university-related ministries possible worldwide. 

Bible Reference and Statement: 2 Timothy 1:12
Commitment that leads to growth in Christ instills an eternal hope. Keeping a commitment to grow in giving is a 
testimony that “I am not ashamed” of the One in whom I have believed.

_______________________________________

 



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 MARCH
 •  Measure the progress of your stewardship plan from Practical Ideas, pp. 2–3.

 •  Stay up to date on available stewardship resources by contacting your state Baptist 
     convention stewardship/Cooperative Program office, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 •  Receive the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® for North American missions throughout 
     the month to support North American missions.



March 1

MORNING: Being Respected
(Jordan) DIANE BUTLER* travels the sandy roads of the Middle East to reach Bedouins with physical and spiritual 
healing. As a nurse, she is respected for the care and training she offers this nomadic people group. After 19 years of 
living among the people, thanks to the Cooperative Program, she enjoys acceptance and love by building authentic 
friendships and meeting physical needs. Sandy* is one of Diane’s best friends. Though not yet a believer, Sandy has 
spent hours hearing Bible stories. Diane is grateful she can point Sandy and other Muslims toward Christ.

EVENING: Seeking God’s Voice
(Canada) MANUEL GONZALES is a church planter in Alberta, Canada. His church, Christ International Assembly of 
Edmonton, ministers to Filipinos who have come to Edmonton for work, as well as Filipino Canadians who have been 
there a while. His community includes members from Canada, Jamaica and the Caribbean. Manuel’s ministry is to 
preach the Gospel, equip the saints and minister to the church. Manuel is grateful for your support of the Cooperative 
Program and asks that you pray for church leaders to embrace the vision for planting another church in Edmonton and 
for there to be continued spiritual growth within the church. Pray for Manuel’s heart, soul, mind and strength to seek 
God’s voice in all things.

Bible Reference and Statement: John 8:29
In doing what pleased the Father, Jesus knew God was with Him. When we give to please God we will find His presence 
confirmed in our lives also.

_______________________________________
 
March 8

MORNING: High-Capacity Leaders for Higher Altitudes
(Colorado) Approximately 88–95 percent of the population of Denver, Colorado, does not attend an evangelical church, 
so the need for the Gospel is great. New churches are needed to reach the vast numbers of unbelievers. BEN and 
LYNLEY MANDRELL have a heart and vision for planting a multiplying church in Arvada, a northwest suburb of Denver. 
Thank you for showing your love for missions by praying for and giving through the Cooperative Program and the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering. Pray for God to build a great team of high-capacity leaders to lead this new church alongside 
Ben and Lynley.

EVENING: Running to Hear the Truth
(East Africa) As IMB missionary NICK STEEL* waited in his car for a friend, a security guard approached and said, “I can’t 
explain it, but as soon as I saw your car I was compelled to run to you. … I don’t know why!” Nick shared the Gospel 
with the man; he heard the story of Jesus for the first time that day. The guard then accepted a copy of the Bible. Nick 
said, “I don’t usually have (people) running to me in search of the truth. … But that day I did, and I’ll never forget it.” 
Cooperative Program gifts support missionaries like Nick in East Africa, opening the door for a Gospel witness.
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Bible Reference and Statement: Acts 16:5
Missions: Reaching people-growing churches. The apostles’ ministry resulted in stronger churches with more members. 
Our Week of Prayer and Offering for North American Missions focuses on continuing the work of the apostles. Our 
giving puts feet on our prayers.

_______________________________________
 
March 15

MORNING: Meaningful Conversations
(Spain) Cesidio, a policeman in Spain, doesn’t like religion. But he does like the followers of Jesus who teach him 
English. Teaching English is the platform Christian workers DAVID and AMY SPARKS use as they share the truth of God’s 
Word. The Sparkses have a natural camaraderie with the police and a heart to minister specifically to those who protect 
and serve their community. Language class gives the Sparkses an outlet for meaningful conversation and has changed 
several students’ mentality about Christianity, David said. Sharing details about their relationship with Christ has 
stimulated new thoughts of a loving God. Cooperative Program gifts support missionaries, like the Sparkses, who teach 
English and open the door for a Gospel witness.

EVENING: A Living Relationship with Jesus
(Connecticut) Before coming to Connecticut, RILEY PRATHER was a student pastor in rural Oklahoma. He had always 
told his kids to follow Jesus into the unknown. He just never expected the “unknown” to be the under-served state of 
Connecticut. As a church planting family, Riley and his wife KASSIE tell those they meet of the freedom found through a 
relationship with Jesus. Though many are religious, the concept of a living relationship with Jesus is foreign. Less than 
2 percent of Riley’s mission field considers themselves to be born-again Christians. Your gifts through the Cooperative 
Program can help change this. Pray that those who are hungry will choose relationship with Jesus, the Bread of Life.

Bible Reference and Statement: James 1:22
It is true—evidence that we have been instructed by God’s Word is seen in the way we apply God’s truths in our daily 
lives. One obvious truth in the Bible is that God’s people should give generously and gratefully.

_______________________________________
 
March 22

MORNING:  Expanding Programs and Opportunities
(Florida) AMANDA KANASHIRO was raised in a church planting family, so in some ways planting churches is part of 
who she is. As a high school and college student she spent time working with Aztec villages in Mexico and teaching in 
a bilingual elementary school in Miami. While pursuing a master’s degree in International and Intercultural Education, 
she worked with the Seminole Tribe Education Department. Amanda is grateful that the Cooperative Program makes it 
possible for her to serve as a church planting intern with Mosaic Miami Church. She asks you to pray that God will send 
volunteers who are willing to commit to helping expand programs and opportunities for reaching Miami.



EVENING: Sharing the Gospel
(Thailand) JOHN and RUTH LAPOS understand what it means to have one’s life transformed. Working as church planters 
at the Baptist Student Center in Bangkok, Thailand, has given them front-row seats to witness Christ’s impact. John was 
teaching at a church plant of young professionals and socialites—people with great influence in Bangkok. God told him 
to teach the Scriptures from beginning to end. “There’s no substitute just for the plain, simple Word of God,” John says, 
“… And the higher you lift up the Word of God, the more difference it makes in people’s lives.” Thanks to Cooperative 
Program gifts, John can continue to teach students in Bangkok about Jesus.

Bible Reference and Statement: Matthew 6:2-4
Our giving is for God, not for the applause of other people. Motive guides how much we give as surely as it guides how 
we give. How God feels about our giving should be our primary concern.

_______________________________________
 
March 29

MORNING: Being Where You Need to Be
(South Asia) Many nights LOUIS and DEIRDRE CLAMAN* and their four children fall asleep to gunshots. Sometimes it’s 
guns being fired in a land dispute, other times it’s an emotional eruption after a sporting event. Still other times, guns 
are fired at wedding celebrations. The Clamans have experienced fear and persecution, but they know they are right 
where they need to be. One night Deirdre had a dream that people came to her asking for a sign. “I am your sign. I’ve 
come … to show the Father’s love,” she told them in her dream. Thank you for giving to the Cooperative Program so the 
Clamans can be the sign that points others to Christ.

EVENING: When You Don’t Know Anyone
(Florida) DEREK and LINDSAY ALLEN were attending a church planting conference with the idea of gaining information 
to equip others when God simultaneously called both of them to church planting. God led them to Miami where they 
knew no one. But Derek quickly introduced himself to 75,714 people—at least that is how many they contacted prior 
to launch one Sunday in 2014. Through your dedication to fulfilling the Great Commission through the Cooperative 
Program, the Allens planted Christ Center Church and are experiencing at least one profession of faith each week. Join 
with the Allens in praying for a specific area and for a church planter to start a new church.

Bible Reference and Statement: Psalm 100:1-3
Joy and service spring from gratitude; God has made us and claims us as His own. Let us be stewards of every 
opportunity to praise God through our giving.

_______________________________________
 



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 APRIL
 •  Include a “thank you” note with quarterly individual contribution forms.

 •  Celebrate Cooperative Program Day by using either a Cooperative Program tract or 
     a drama sketch from the book titled Restoring Hearts Around the Cooperative Program.



April 5 

MORNING: The Amazing Truth of the Gospel
(Wisconsin) LENTZ UPSHAW is campus minister to students who come to Madison from more than 100 countries. A 
pervasive culture of secular, humanistic thinking on campus makes ministry a challenge. Many students indulge in 
immoral lifestyles and see faith as irrelevant to their lives. Lentz also serves as one of the pastors at Red Village Church. 
Your gifts through the Cooperative Program make it possible for Lentz to share the Gospel and disciple students. Pray for 
students and Lentz to have boldness as they share their faith. Pray they will make many new connections with students 
and that God will open students’ minds, which are bombarded with many lies, to see the amazing truth of the Gospel.

EVENING: Significant Relationships
(Deaf) When MARY* arrived in her country, her first goal was to learn the language of her people group—the Deaf. 
While seeking avenues into the Deaf world, she met Abigail, who would become her language helper. When Mary 
learned that Abigail’s husband has two siblings who are Deaf and live nearby, she said, “God leads us to the right 
people.” Also, Abigail’s best friend’s husband has a Deaf brother. Abigail and these Deaf individuals represent significant 
relationships within the larger Deaf community. Your Cooperative Program gifts make it possible for Deaf missionaries 
to work alongside Deaf nationals to spread the Gospel.

Bible Reference and Statement: Romans 13:6-7
Our stewardship is revealed in all areas of our lives. Commitment to Christ leads us to be responsible citizens, paying 
our taxes and supporting the ministries of our church.

_______________________________________
 
April 12

MORNING: Being Strong in the Faith
(Central Asia) Workers with the Hazara people, an unreached people group in Central Asia, have helped to shepherd 
the first known in-country marriage between two believers. They have counseled this couple through the early years 
of marriage and the birth of their first child. Because you give through the Cooperative Program, Christian families are 
being started in countries closed to the Gospel. Please pray for this family to be strong in their faith in conditions of 
severe persecution.

EVENING: Taking the Gospel to the Marginalized
(Georgia) As executive director for Redemption and Advancement Alliance, THOMAS COTTON serves people who are 
formerly incarcerated or currently involved in crime by helping them renew their lives. He is also a church planter 
apprentice for The Midtown Bridge Church in Atlanta. His passion for ministry is birthed from experience as he once 
walked in the shoes of those he serves. Now his mission is to take the Gospel to the marginalized. Many of the people 
in the communities Thomas serves have succumbed to hopelessness regarding their situation. Your partnership in 
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prayer and support through the Cooperative Program can help Thomas and others like him continue the work of 
breaking strongholds where they serve.

Bible Reference and Statement: Luke 24:46-48
To preach repentance and remission of sins to the entire world exceeds the ability of any one person or congregation. 
We must join forces to share Christ’s love. We can touch the world through Cooperative Program (CP) Missions as our 
church adds its missions giving to that of other churches.

_______________________________________
  
April 19

MORNING: A Passion for the Lost
(Guam) RENATO and VELLAMORA BOSI have a passion for reaching as many lost souls as they can. In 33 years of 
ministry they have started 12 self-supporting churches that are planting more churches of their own. Presently Renato 
is planting a new church in Guam and is training four aspiring church planters to plant more churches in Guam in an 
effort to reach the 93 percent who are lost. Renato and Vellamora are thankful for your support of the Cooperative 
Program and ask that you pray for them as they seek areas in need of new church plants. Pray also that God will protect 
and guide their children who are living in the states. 

EVENING: Introduced to a Christian Friend
(East Asia) As two traveling Christian workers enjoyed a hotel meal, an acquaintance unexpectedly joined them in their 
travels. Although he was not known as a strong Christian, the unexpected guest pointed out a young hotel worker and 
said, “She needs to know Jesus.” Soon, they were introduced to the young lady and were swiftly given the opportunity 
to share the Gospel. She readily received Christ into her heart. The next day they introduced the new believer to a 
Christian friend who lived nearby and was happy to help her in Christian growth. Thanks to your gifts through the 
Cooperative Program, Christian workers were present and used this unexpected opportunity to tell the story of Jesus.

Bible Reference and Statement: 2 Corinthians 8:9-11
Paul reminded the Corinthians that the resurrection of Jesus Christ should motivate Christians to give. Easter is about 
God’s giving. Paul remembered the first Easter season when Jesus gave up His richness to become poor for our sakes.

_______________________________________
 
April 26

MORNING: Sharing the Living Water of Jesus
(Argentina) JAY COOK and his family are IMB missionaries, supported through the Cooperative Program, who serve 
among the Quichua people in remote areas of northern Argentina. Jay is developing well-drilling technology and 
designing accessible, effective filters to remove arsenic from drinking water. Meeting pressing needs for clean water 
allows access to the Quichua people, yet “our ultimate goal is to provide them with the Living Water of Jesus,” Jay says. 



Witchcraft and animistic beliefs breed a spiritually dark atmosphere, and syncretistic beliefs make it difficult for people 
to embrace Jesus as the only way. Glimpses of hope have come with finalizing the design for a simple filter and with 
relationships made through this work.

EVENING: Boldly Share Your Faith
(Hawaii) MARCUS and SARAH McBEE felt God leading them to uproot their lives in Tennessee to spread the Gospel 
in Hawaii. After much prayer they moved to Hilo where Marcus serves as the small-group pastor of Ohana Church. 
The community in Hilo is a tightly knit group of people. It can be hard for outsiders to be accepted and a challenge to 
break through the cultural barrier. The religion of Hawaiiana is widely taught and accepted there. That is the worship of 
various deities, including Pele the goddess of the volcanoes. Pray for Christians in Hilo to be bold in sharing their faith, 
and give generously through the Cooperative Program in support of ministry in Hilo.

Bible Reference and Statement: Acts 3:2-6
When we share the Gospel of Christ and give so that others can devote more time to witnessing, people receive the new 
life that replaces spiritual death.

_______________________________________
  



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 MAY
 •  Have someone share a tithing testimony during the worship service one Sunday.

 •  Review the 7 Guides for Stewardship Leaders—specifically the guide titled, 
     “Make Giving More Worshipful”—and make necessary adjustments.



May 3

MORNING: A Relationship with Jesus
(Hawaii) MARINO RAMONES, a former pastor in the Philippines, and his family started a church in Hawaii in May 2013. 
Most of their members are Filipinos who work in the island’s macadamia, coffee and mamaki farms. People in the 
community and church are religious, believing their religious activities guarantee their salvation. It’s hard to help them 
see the difference between having religion and having a relationship with Jesus. Your support through the Cooperative 
Program will help provide a much needed church building in this community. Pray that God will grant wisdom in 
leading the church and will draw people who are searching for truth.

EVENING: The Constant Transition
(Middle East) BERNICE FARRIS* has served in the North Africa and Middle East region for six years. During that time, 
political turmoil and visa problems have forced her to travel almost constantly, hopping between Sudan, Ethiopia, Egypt 
and Israel. While her heart is for the Fur people of Sudan, she says, “I’ve come to realize that your heart doesn’t have 
to change, necessarily, for the people group, but He can also burden your heart for a new one.” Amid the constant 
transition, God has given her grace and helped her to give up attachment to earthly belongings. Thank you for giving 
through the Cooperative Program so you can partner with Bernice. 

Bible Reference and Statement: Hebrews 11:4
Abel gave because he had faith in God. Even his death signaled victory. He became an example of faith for the new 
Israel, the church. Our giving demonstrates our faith and serves as an example of faith for others.

_______________________________________
  
May 10

MORNING: Cling to the Living Tree
(Mozambique) Andrew,* a young Yao believer, told missionary NATE SCHOEN his testimony of how he put aside 
customary rituals to cling to Jesus. Darkness was all he had known until a new friend came along to share the Good 
News. “A missionary arrived and regularly taught me about Jesus,” Andrew explained. “I saw that I could finally let go of 
that rotting log and cling to a strong, living tree.” Thanks to Cooperative Program gifts, Nate can encourage believers to 
be more active in bringing the Gospel to those who long for hope, but have heard nothing about Jesus.

EVENING: Baptisms in Horse Troughs
(Idaho) JIM BALLARD travels throughout the 13 western states helping church planters and other churches start cowboy 
churches. These churches typically meet in barns or arenas, attract horse lovers and cultivate an atmosphere of down-
home honesty. Baptisms are often performed in a horse trough, and the Gospel is preached in a straightforward 
manner. Regardless of the church’s focus or appearance, each is meeting a need in the West for sharing God’s truth 
and love. As you support cowboy churches through the Cooperative Program, support them also in prayer. Pray for 
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more pastors, church planters and churches to catch the vision for starting cowboy churches in the West and consider 
becoming a partner.

Bible Reference and Statement: 1 Peter 3:15
God expects us to be prepared at all times to give a witness about what Christ has done in our personal lives. Practicing 
Christian money management skills helps us give generously, which is a powerful witness to Christians and non-
Christians alike.

_______________________________________
 
May 17  

MORNING: Repairing Hearts and Lives
(Illinois) MICHAEL ALLEN has known Jesus since childhood. As an adult, God called him away from repairing computers 
to repairing hearts and lives. The Lord impressed upon Michael that only two things will last forever—God’s Word and 
the souls of men. Michael now serves as the pastor for Uptown Baptist Church and as NAMB’s Send City coordinator 
for Chicago. He works to identify new church planters and partners to help carry out the work of planting healthy, 
reproducing churches in Chicagoland. Your support through the Cooperative Program has helped to plant 40 churches 
in Chicago in the past five years. Pray against the present culture of death there and for a new culture of life.

EVENING: Bombarded with Questions
(Italy) The school, which incorporates Catholicism into its curriculum, routinely asks professionals to visit and explain 
world religions. The teacher said, “I know you are Protestant Evangelical. Can you come in and talk about it?” TODD and 
HILLARY STERN*, Christian workers supported through the Cooperative Program, quickly said, “Yes.” All students and 
teachers were required to listen as Todd spoke. He emphasized the personal relationship believers have with Christ 
as Savior. Afterward the religion teacher said, “You are the first parent to speak in the school in 20 years. Teachers and 
pupils have not stopped talking about it.” The Sterns have been bombarded with questions and requests for Bibles.

Bible Reference and Statement: Acts 9:36
Tabitha (Dorcas) is kindred to all mothers; she distinguished herself by her giving. She made coats and garments for 
widows in her village. As we give today, let us remember Christian mothers everywhere who reveal Christ through their 
giving.

_______________________________________
 
May 24

MORNING: Sharing the Good News
(Thailand) Baptist workers serving in Thailand shared the good news of Jesus with a man in a coffee shop. The team was 
surprised when he said he had heard it before. He said he had read it in the holy books of Moses and Isa (Jesus). As 
it turned out, he had brought a Bible back from Malaysia. Pray that God’s Word will speak to this man and that he will 



believe and surrender to the truth. He is interested in meeting with Christians to read the Bible together. Cooperative 
Program gifts support workers in Thailand, who will disciple others who show an interest in reading God’s Word.

EVENING: Encouraging Partnerships
(Indiana) CHRIS and PAULA KELLERMEYER serve in Indiana. Chris is NAMB’s Send City coordinator for Indianapolis, 
working to strategize church planting and encourage partnerships with church plants in Indy. Indianapolis is known as 
a good place to raise a family—the perfect balance of cosmopolitan style and small-town charm. For many, this good 
clean living may be the greatest stumbling block for movement of the Gospel. Many Indy residents believe they’re “good 
enough” and have no need for a Savior. Their search for the “American Dream” has drowned out their overwhelming 
need for Jesus. You can help the Kellermeyers through your prayers, gifts and partnership through the Cooperative 
Program as they claim Indianapolis for Christ.

Bible Reference and Statement: Exodus 22:21
Israel was commanded to show sympathy to the needy strangers. When we give to God through our church, a part of 
what we give reaches out beyond our church to help others in need.

_______________________________________
  
May 31

MORNING: Advancing the Kingdom of God
(Indiana) Mapleton-Fall Creek in Indianapolis is the 17th most dangerous neighborhood in the United States. But 
within this problem-ridden neighborhood is a new Southern Baptist church plant, New Circle Church, led by BARRY 
and AMY RAGER. Thanks to your prayers and support through the Cooperative Program, this urban church in inner-city 
Indianapolis is reaching the impoverished and hopeless with the hope of Jesus. The Ragers ask you to join them in 
praying that God would start a church planting movement through the people of New Circle to advance the kingdom of 
God, not only in the inner city, but in the suburbs as well.

EVENING: Using Biblical Principles in Parenting
(South Asia) ARCHER and ROCHELLE HULLETT* work to make their home in South Asia a place of peace. They want to 
model by example a Christ-centered home. The Hulletts meet with national pastors and their wives. Through their time 
together, the Hulletts impart an example of a godly marriage and family in a place where no other biblical teaching on 
family is available. “They love their children, but there’s no discipline,” Rochelle says. They encourage other busy parents 
to set aside daily time with the Lord and use biblical principles in parenting. Because you give through the Cooperative 
Program, the Hulletts can exemplify a Christian family and bring hope to families in South Asia.

Bible Reference and Statement: Mark 12:41-44
On Memorial Day we remember our loved ones who have died for their country. Some people distinguish themselves 
by what they have done. For her giving, Jesus singled out the widow to be remembered as often as this Scripture is 
read. As we give today, we remember the faithful giving of those before us.

_______________________________________



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 JUNE
 •  Use a stewardship drama sketch from the book titled Spotlight on Stewardship 
     one Sunday.

 •  Encourage members to remain faithful in giving even when they vacation during 
     the summer months.



June 7

MORNING: A Joy Filled Heart
(Deaf) Melly*, a Deaf Muslim, was drawn to the sweetness of the Spirit and began attending a meeting where God was 
discussed. Yet still after one year Melly had no spiritual understanding about the God she sought. The hearing believers 
began to seek ways to disciple Melly in her heart language—Sign Language. One day, Deaf missionary RUBY GREENE* 
visited Melly. The two women, from world’s apart but both Deaf, connected. Ruby’s hands illuminated God’s truth and 
Melly’s understanding of God deepened. Great joy filled Ruby’s heart when Melly became a believer. Your Cooperative 
Program gifts make it possible for Deaf missionaries to help the Deaf grow in their faith.

EVENING: Coming in Brokenness
(Iowa) RACHEL OWENS mentors middle-school girls at her church, Cornerstone Church in Ames, Iowa. Mentoring can 
include leading a Bible study, meeting one-on-one for encouragement or making crafts. Her ministry is relational. Many 
of the middle-school students in her ministry think they have the “Christian gene” because they go to church, don’t 
act like the bad kids at school and because their parents are Christians. Rachel finds it very rewarding when a middle-
school student really understands the Gospel and comes to her with brokenness over her sin. Through your generous 
gifts through the Cooperative Program many young girls are prevented from making harmful, life-changing decisions as 
they learn to follow Christ.

Bible Reference and Statement: Romans 12:1
God’s first goal for giving is that we give ourselves to Him. Reconciliation to God frees us to grow in the grace of giving. 
The percentage of our income we give may be used as one measure of growth in His grace.

_______________________________________
 
June 14

MORNING: God’s Timeline Can Be Different
(Kansas) DON MAYBERRY had been telling the Lord he wanted to start a cowboy church when he retired. But God’s 
timeline was a bit different. After serving as pastor in several churches for nearly 40 years and serving as state director 
of missions for Illinois, Don and his wife SHERRY left a strong suburban church to plant Three Wooden Crosses Cowboy 
Church in Augusta, Kansas. Your prayers and support through the Cooperative Program are helping make Jesus 
known among farm and ranch families in Kansas. Join the Mayberrys in praying for God to provide musicians who can 
effectively lead worship services each Sunday in this new church.

EVENING: When the Heart Is Weak
(Central Asia) Christian worker NAN KIRKBY and her teammate recently visited with their friend Azad.* Bedridden for 
months, Azad’s heart is weak from years of battling leprosy. His wife is also ill and fights depression. One day, however, 
Azad and his wife Bahar* looked well as they sat outside their home at the leper colony in a remote part of Central Asia. 
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They listened to the workers tell about Christ and asked spiritual questions. They have not chosen to put their trust in 
Jesus, yet. Your giving through the Cooperative Program could make the eternal difference for this couple and others in 
Central Asia.

Bible Reference and Statement: Genesis 14:17-20
When we experience victory in our lives, the natural response is gratitude to God. Just as Abraham gave tithes to the 
priest Melchizedek out of gratitude for victory in battle, we give in gratitude to God for victory over sin.

_______________________________________
 
June 21 

MORNING: Caring for the Children
(East Asia) Cooperative Program gifts have enabled JOSH and JENNIFER JO* to work in East Asia for about eight years, 
where they start churches and teach pastors and local leaders. Jennifer spends most of her time caring for her children, 
but is good friends with her son’s teacher. Jennifer led her to Christ and now has a Bible study with her regularly. This 
teacher has gone on to start her own study groups. “She is a gift from God,” Jennifer said. Because there are so many 
people in their country, Josh and Jennifer say there is all the more opportunity for people to accept Christ. 

EVENING: Knowing Jesus
(Kentucky) WES SHIPLEY is a bivocational church planting intern in Glasgow, Kentucky. On weekends and nights, he 
helps lead small groups at Coral Hill Baptist Church. During the week, however, he works with his state government 
to determine eligibility for food stamps and Medicaid. Many people who live in Wes’s community believe they are 
Christians because of the strong church presence and Christian culture there. “Around here everyone has heard about 
Jesus and everyone thinks they know Jesus, but the reality is people know church and religion,” Wes says. Wes prays 
that people will encounter the truth of God’s love and be drawn to church. Your Cooperative Program gifts can help 
make this happen.

Bible Reference and Statement: Proverbs 23:24
On this Father’s Day let us who are fathers be good stewards of the responsibilities God has entrusted to us. One part of 
our stewardship is to provide an example for our children in the way we use money and in the way we give our money.

_______________________________________
 
June 28

MORNING: Disciple the Children
(Louisiana) While leading an effective youth ministry, REAGAN FARRIS noticed how frequently parents leave the 
discipleship of their children to the church. God began to plant a vision in Reagan’s heart to build a ministry where 
parents are discipled to disciple their children. At the same time, his pastor saw Reagan as a potential church planter. 
God impressed upon Reagan to become a church planter apprentice, move to New Orleans and use Bible storying as a 



way to disciple those he met. Your prayers and gifts through the Cooperative Program are helping Reagan and his wife, 
BETH, reach unbelievers with the Gospel. Pray for Reagan and Beth and ask God to call more church planters to New 
Orleans.

EVENING: Be Responsible
(Mexico) Valley Baptist Church of Bakersfield, California, prayed about taking the Gospel to an unengaged, unreached 
people group in southern Mexico. CHRIS AMMONS, a missionary in Mexico, offered to help them find the best fit. Chris 
visited a rural area where he made a stunning discovery — the local people had a large migrant population living just 
20 miles from Bakersfield. Valley Baptist made a long-term commitment to take responsibility for this people group. 
The church regularly sends teams to both the people in southern Mexico and the 700 immigrants in central California. 
Gifts given through the Cooperative Program support missionaries, like Chris, who guide Southern Baptist churches in 
reaching unengaged, unreached people groups.

Bible Reference and Statement: 2 Corinthians 8:9
Christ gave Himself for us. Many people have given their creativity, even their lives that we might enjoy national and 
religious freedom. Giving through our church helps share the Gospel, which can free people from sin.

_______________________________________
 



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 JULY
 •  Include a “thank you” note with quarterly individual contribution forms.

 •  Measure the progress of your stewardship plan from Practical Ideas, pp. 2–3.



July 5

MORNING: Miracles Make a Difference
(North Africa) A Christian worker in North Africa reports being able to share the Gospel with a small group of Muslims. 
An elderly woman, in particular, showed much interest. When this woman had a stroke that left her partially paralyzed, 
Christians began to pray for her. The next week, it seemed as though a miracle had taken place. The worker prays that 
miracles like this will turn hearts to the true Healer. Thank you for giving through the Cooperative Program to support 
the miraculous work of God.

EVENING: Desperate Needs
(Maryland) RON LARSON is Send City coordinator for Baltimore and church planting catalyst for three associations 
surrounding this 20th largest metropolitan area in America. In a city with increasingly high rankings in crime, poverty 
and the spread of diseases like HIV, the need for the Gospel is increasing. In an effort to see new works started and 
existing works supported, Ron works to mobilize church partners and planters through Send North America: Baltimore. 
Your gifts through the Cooperative Program help make that possible. Pray for the people in Baltimore to seek Christ. 
Pray about partnering in introducing Baltimore to the Savior they so desperately need.

Bible Reference and Statement: Galatians 5:1
The Declaration of Independence asserted our national freedom. Freedom from the temptation to be selfish is won 
by choosing to be generous in giving. This generosity is a reflection of one’s faith in Christ who gave Himself to provide 
forgiveness of sin.

_______________________________________
 
July 12

MORNING: Melt the Hearts of Stone
(Massachusetts) ANDREW BELLI helps lead a church plant in a suburb of Boston. One of the suspects of the Boston 
Marathon bombing was found hiding very near his church. His church is young, representing a good cross-section 
of Boston. Many are highly educated and are studying or teaching at Harvard, MIT or Wellesley. At least 46 percent 
of Bostonians claim no religion at all, and many are suspicious of, if not hostile toward, evangelical Christianity. The 
universities have created a culture of pluralism that rejects the Gospel’s message of faith in God alone. As you give 
sacrificially through the Cooperative Program, pray the Holy Spirit will melt hearts of stone so the seed of the Gospel can 
take root.

EVENING: Opening the Door with the Gospel
(Bulgaria) CAMERON and JENNIFER PHILLIPS, along with their two sons, work in Sofia, Bulgaria, with the Roma people, 
the unwanted Gypsies of Eastern Europe. They are encouraging existing churches to reach out to the Roma and plant 
churches. They face many challenges such as the horrors of human trafficking (including parents who “rent out” their 
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young children for the day and the common custom of virgin bride sales), organized crime and theft. In addition to 
Cameron’s church planting strategies, Jennifer is active in children’s ministries with the Roma. Cooperative Program gifts 
support missionaries like the Phillipses, who were placed near the Roma, opening the door for a Gospel witness.

Bible Reference and Statement: Ezra 1:5-6
This has always been true of God’s people—when in fellowship with God and ready to serve Him, they give willingly.

_______________________________________
 
July 19

MORNING: Teachers Making a Difference
(Southeast Asia) An IMB worker in Southeast Asia had an opportunity to teach at a local school. Because the country 
has five national religions (Christianity included), local schools are required to have a teacher from each faith if there 
are enough students enrolled. When she and her national partner arrived at the school, they were amazed to have 60 
students in the class. The national partner spoke for an hour, clearly sharing the Gospel with the students. When she 
finished, asking if there was anyone who wanted to commit their lives to Christ, 40 students stood up. Thanks to gifts 
through the Cooperative Program, Christian workers are able to go and share the truth boldly.

EVENING: Connecting with the Church
(Massachusetts) ITAMAR ELIZALDE mentors young adults who have outgrown most church youth groups and are now 
searching for truth on their own. New England typically is post-Christian, and many people there have never heard the 
Gospel. Itamar disciples late teens and 20-somethings, helping them to become more like Christ and to connect with 
His church. Unfortunately, as is happening now on many college campuses, the local college has revoked permission 
for exclusively Christian meetings on campus, deciding to endorse a more inclusive spiritual meeting. Pray for God’s 
wisdom for Itamar’s ministry and that the students will be challenged to continue gathering on their own on campus. 
Pray for churches to give generously through the Cooperative Program.

Bible Reference and Statement: Acts 20:35
One accomplishment and fulfillment that comes through using our money is in helping the helpless. The offering you 
give through your church helps minister to people in need.

_______________________________________

July 26

MORNING: Financial and Spiritual Crisis
(Michigan) WAYNE PARKER grew up in metro Detroit. His experience as a church planter, church planting catalyst and a 
director of missions has equipped him for his current position as NAMB’s Send City coordinator for the city of Detroit. 
Because of the slowing of automobile manufacturing and other opportunities for employment, Detroit is in financial 
crisis. It is also suffering spiritually. Though church buildings dot the city, many that once housed some of the great 



Gospel voices in the country now sit virtually empty on Sunday mornings. Giving through the Cooperative Program will 
help turn things around in Detroit. Pray for spiritual awakening in Detroit and wisdom for Wayne, Detroit planters and 
their partners.

EVENING: Reaching Unreached People Groups
(Nepal) REECE and JUSTINA DEHN* say they couldn’t possibly live anywhere other than Nepal. When they first were 
called to go overseas, they knew they wanted to go where the Gospel had not been preached. As they looked at 
different job openings made possible through the Cooperative Program, the Dehns unfurled a map marking unreached 
people groups. Justina pointed at the area with the largest cluster of red dots, marking less than 2 percent evangelicals 
in the country. “How could we go anywhere else?” she asked. And the Dehns have seen the fruits of their labor with new 
believers and churches and the growth of leaders among Nepali Christians.

Bible Reference and Statement: Malachi 3:2-4
When God’s people sin, giving is often reduced or eliminated. When we deliberately sin, we miss many of God’s 
blessings. Robbing God of tithes and offerings is a sin (Mal. 3:8). Since giving is part of our worship, confession and 
recommitment must precede giving.

_______________________________________



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 AUGUST
 •  Evaluate your plan for developing the 2016 church budget proposal.

 •  Stay up to date on available stewardship resources by contacting your state Baptist 
     convention stewardship/Cooperative Program office, or visit stewardshipdirect.com.



August 2

MORNING: Access to Bible Stories
(Deaf) IMB workers write: “One by one, slowly, the Deaf in Southeast Asia are abandoning their Buddhist rituals 
and turning to the one true God. Two Deaf missionaries trained Deaf Asians how to craft Bible stories into their Sign 
Language. Seven Bible stories were completed, filmed and uploaded to a phone application. These Deaf now have 
access to seven Bible stories. While this is so incredibly promising, these Deaf national believers have been hindered 
from returning to complete the stories. The Deaf must work long hard hours to provide for themselves and their 
families. Your Cooperative Program gifts support a team of Deaf workers within this vastly unreached people group. 

EVENING: Intentionally Sharing the Gospel
(Minnesota) FUE CHEE HER, a second-generation Hmong, is a church planter in metro Minneapolis/St. Paul. The 
Hmong people are an Asian ethnic group from the mountainous regions of China and Southeast Asia. Recognizing 
that the spiritual needs of second-generation Hmong are different from first generation, he planted Gospel Hmong 
Baptist Church. This church is a contemporary church that worships, teaches and preaches in English because some 
young families have a difficult time understanding and speaking the Hmong language. As you support the Cooperative 
Program, pray that the second-generation Hmong will open their hearts and be receptive to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and that the church will be intentional in sharing the Gospel.

Bible Reference and Statement: 2 Peter 3:17-18
Commitments to God are very important. Unless we consciously reaffirm them, we sometimes forget them. For the sake 
of growth in Christ, let us reaffirm our commitments to give and to grow in the percent of our income we give.

_______________________________________

August 9

MORNING: The Value of Loving People
(Minnesota) A few years ago, God called JONATHAN LEMASTER and his family to help revive Northern City Baptist 
Church, which having only eight members remaining was dying. The church had a 50-year history of launching other 
churches and missions but had fallen on hard times. Today, Jonathan serves as pastor there and as a church planter in 
the area. The harsh weather in northern Minnesota has created a tough, isolated and sometimes difficult-to-approach 
culture among the people, but the Lemasters have fallen in love with them. They are grateful for your support through 
the Cooperative Program and ask for prayer for the spiritual development of young families within the church and the 
revitalization of Northern City.

EVENING: A Feeling of Desperation
(Central Asia) Encounters with local women have left MARCI DAWSON* with a feeling of desperation for God to work in 
their hearts. On one occasion, she had finished eating lunch with a household of village women and was talking over 

AUGUST 2015 Weekly Offertory Statements



steaming cups of green tea spiced with cardamom. The ladies began talking about their ritual prayer done five times a 
day. Muslims believe there is power in reciting the kalimah, a confession of faith that states, “There is no god but Allah, 
and Muhammad is his messenger.” Your giving through the Cooperative Program will help break through the darkness 
for these women.

Bible Reference and Statement: Luke 24:47
Common goals can often bring a group of people together. Reaching the lost is our common goal as Christians. Our 
united growth in giving is needed to help achieve this goal.

_______________________________________
 
August 16

MORNING: Emphasis on Excellence
(East Asia) KURT and SUMMER WOMBLE* work in East Asia, as members of a creative strategies team. They spend much 
of their time with college-aged athletes in a region that puts great emphasis on excellence in sports. In their first term 
on the field, they were blessed to see fruit of their work through Bible studies and sports camps. One night, they had 
the blessing of seeing four new believers baptized in their apartment bathtub. On a trip into a large city, they saw seven 
people come to Christ in one house church. Your gifts through the Cooperative Program are making a difference in East 
Asia and beyond.

EVENING: Unified Strategy among Ministry Partners
(Missouri) Kansas City has always been home to MATT MARRS. He and his family have many years of experience 
ministering in the city in various capacities. Currently Matt serves as the Send City coordinator for Kansas City. He works 
with local leaders to coordinate church planting efforts and to recruit, assess, develop and guide potential planters 
to a place of service in Kansas City. He also helps established churches partner with plants in the city. Through the 
Cooperative Program, you can reach the 1.6 million lost people in Kansas City. Matt asks people to pray for more 
workers to plant the 70 churches in the city plan and for a continued united strategy among ministry partners.

Bible Reference and Statement: 2 Corinthians 8:12
Christian giving should always be in proportion to one’s income. That means our giving is measured by the percent of 
income we keep to spend on ourselves rather than the percent of income we give. How do you measure your giving?

_______________________________________
 
August 23

MORNING: Directly Invest in Others
(Montana) PAUL HUNT is a church planter is Missoula, Montana. When God moved Paul and his family from California 
to Montana, they asked Him to provide a place to live. He provided an apartment, which is proving to be a place where 
they can directly invest in individuals. The Hunts’ ministry focuses on those in the Northwest who are searching for truth, 



but many are skeptical of the church. The Hunts seek to build everyday, intentional relationships with people where 
they are, whether that be hiking outdoors or drinking coffee at home. Pray for churches to give generously through the 
Cooperative Program so more people in Montana can be introduced to the Savior.

EVENING: Opportunity to Share about Jesus’ Love
(Paraguay) As she viewed the body, RUTH KIMBAL* felt anything but hopeless. Cooperative Program gifts support Ruth, 
an IMB missionary in Paraguay, who works in the wing of a hospital reserved for terminally ill cancer and AIDS patients. 
“Every [week] I am there feeding and caring for patients, and God gives me the opportunity to share about Jesus’ love,” 
she explains. Ruth spent time with Celso,* a father of 13 who was dying of AIDS. After explaining the Gospel to him, 
Celso eagerly received Christ. A few days later, he slipped into eternity. “It gave me great joy to know … I had been able 
to lead him to the Savior!”

Bible Reference and Statement: 1 Timothy 5:17-18
Giving to support those who have been called to a full-time Christian vocation is a biblical principle. Pastors and staff, 
denominational workers, evangelists and missionaries extend our ministries when we give.

_______________________________________
 
August 30

MORNING: Find Ways to Grow in Your Faith
(North Africa) Amina* is the friend of a Christian worker. She is a believer and, unlike most women, she can read. When 
she became a Christian, she began reading and studying the Word with her friends in her village. Though her father is 
also a believer, he made the decision that she should marry a non-Christian from another village. She no longer has a 
phone and is far away from her family and Christian friends. Pray with this Christian worker, who is supported by your 
gifts through the Cooperative Program, that Amina and others will find ways to grow in their faith.

EVENING: Building Relationships One Person at a Time
(Nebraska) Deep in America’s Heartland, KARL FOREHAND depends totally on God to forge a relational ministry with 
Nebraskans. Karl says, “I believe ministry should be a relationship thing. Anything built on hype or promotion or events 
will eventually lose steam. But ministries built one relationship at a time are very stable.” Karl began relational ministry 
years ago when he led his future wife LAURA to the Lord. This caused him to get right with God and answer a call to 
ministry. Through the Cooperative Program, you are partnering with the Forehands as they replant Faith Baptist Church. 
Pray that something lasting will be built and that Karl and Laura will enjoy this season in their ministry.

Bible Reference and Statement: Luke 12:20-31
Jesus told a story about a rich farmer who kept an abundant harvest for his own selfish use. Without a thought of giving 
thanks or giving to help others, he built larger barns. Giving helps free us from such selfishness.

_______________________________________



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 SEPTEMBER
 •  Conduct a state missions offering emphasis in your church.

 •  Order the churchwide annual emphasis resource titled TouchStones: Markers for 
     Measuring Discipleship to be used during the month of November.



September 6

MORNING: The Hope of the Gospel
(Nevada) BEN BARFIELD is no stranger to planting churches. Formerly the church planting catalyst for Tucson, Arizona, 
and the founding planter of Common Ground Church, he is now the Send City coordinator for the city of Las Vegas. Las 
Vegas is much more than the Strip and casinos. It is a sprawling western city devastated by the real estate bust and a 
struggling economy. Vegas needs the hope of the Gospel. Your gifts through the Cooperative Program help to bring the 
people of Las Vegas to Christ. Pray for more planters to come to Las Vegas and for established churches to partner with 
ministry in Las Vegas.

EVENING: Doing Cross-Cultural Ministry
(Kenya) CHAD PUMPELLY and his family work in Kenya, where they moved after spending three years in Malawi. 
In student ministry, both in Malawi and Kenya, Chad has had the opportunity to lead many students to Christ. He 
has taken many of these new Christians out to do cross-cultural ministry with other tribal groups in Kenya, despite 
barriers between people of different ethnic origins. One student, Freddy, became a Christian after three weeks of 
Chad’s teachings. A month later, Freddy went on a mission trip to a highly Islamic village. Gifts through the Cooperative 
Program support Christian workers like Chad who encourage and disciple new believers to reach out cross-culturally.

Bible Reference and Statement: 2 Thessalonians 3:11-12
A willingness to work and provide for oneself and family is a good testimony for the Lord. It also allows us to give 
through our church to help share the Gospel.

_______________________________________
 
September 13

MORNING: Limited Time to Share
(Europe) IMB personnel serving the European peoples in the countries of the Black Sea Orthodox Cluster write: “It has 
been said that we have a limited time to share the Gospel and that people have a limited time to hear the Gospel. God 
opened up several new work areas in 2013 with endless possibilities for sharing the good news of Jesus. Now we are 
looking for ways to develop those areas. Please join with us in prayer to find ‘persons of peace’ (Luke 10:6) and laborers 
for the harvest.” Cooperative Program gifts enable Baptist workers to live in Europe, sharing God’s love. 

EVENING: The Need for Authenticity in Relationships
(New Hampshire) DAVE and SHANNON TATE serve in New Hampshire ministering to students and helping churches 
evangelize Nashua through missions outreach. Dave has his work cut out for him. “There is so little Gospel influence in 
New England that, for many of my students, the only Christians they know and associate with are at our church,” Dave 
says. “I think the students sincerely want consistent love, truth and authentic relationships with adults and peers but 
they don’t necessarily care to search religion.” Your gifts through the Cooperative Program will help Dave and his church 
encourage people in New England to look past religion to the Savior they so desperately need.
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Bible Reference and Statement: Proverbs 30:7-9
Managing well the material things God provides takes maturity. Our goal should be to maintain balance between too 
little and too much. Maintaining balance frees us to grow in our giving, and giving helps maintain balance.

_______________________________________
 
September 20

MORNING: Life Skills
(New Jersey) CEPHAS AGBESI became a Christian at age 13 in Ghana, West Africa. He immigrated to the U.S. at the age 
of 14 and was called to ministry during his third year of college. Within six years he created prayer ministries around 
the world. Presently he serves the predominantly Caribbean, African, Hispanic and African American congregants of 
Honeywell Baptist Church in the Bronx, New York, while planting a new in church Jersey City, New Jersey. Cephas also 
operates a global prayer ministry and a life-skills mentorship program. Through your partnership in prayer and your 
gifts through the Cooperative Program, Cephas believes the harvest knows no limits and help will be needed to “pull in 
the sheaves.”

EVENING: Students Confident in Their Faith
(Thailand) IMB missionary CHERYL COHEN* was frustrated because, as a single female, it is culturally inappropriate 
in Thailand for her to go out alone to share her faith. However, God provided for her in exciting ways. Only 40 to 50 
believers live in the district where she works. About 12 youth from the two different churches are believers. Thanks to 
your gifts through the Cooperative Program, Cheryl has been able to take students on retreats to other churches and 
camps run by fellow IMB workers so they can serve and grow in their faith. God is raising up young believers, confident 
in their faith—and in that, Cheryl rejoices.

Bible Reference and Statement
Giving an account of our actions does not have to be something dreaded. When we have followed Christ in our living 
and giving, accounting is a time for rejoicing.

_______________________________________
 
September 27

MORNING: With Each Act of Kindness
(Bangladesh) A Christian worker in Bangladesh gave a small amount of money to Ray* so he could have his rickshaw 
fixed. Sometime later, Ray came to the worker’s door with a swollen wrist, ready to work. The Christian instead took 
Ray for medical care. With each act of kindness, Ray, a Muslim, became more intrigued with this follower of Isa (Jesus). 
The worker introduced Ray to a Bangladeshi pastor friend who is a Muslim-background believer. The pastor shared the 
Creation to Christ story, and Ray became a follower of Christ. Thank you for giving through the Cooperative Program so 
Ray can have eternal life. 



EVENING: Offer Grace and Peace to the Community
(New York) CHRISTY DYER is part of a church planting team in Long Island City, New York. Her church, New City Church, 
seeks to offer grace and peace to the community. The population in the area is growing and estimates predict at least 
100,000 will live in this 3-mile area in the next few years. As the population grows so does the need for evangelical 
churches. Most New Yorkers do not have a relationship with Christ, and even if they wanted to attend church on Sunday 
there are not many options. Your Cooperative Program dollars will help plant these much-needed churches. Pray God 
will open doors to relationships with people living and working in Long Island City.

Bible Reference and Statement: Luke 16:10-12
The word steward in the Bible means manager. Everything we possess really belongs to God—we just manage it for 
Him. Think about this: God gave us freedom to give away what belongs to Him.

_______________________________________
 



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 OCTOBER
 •  Include a “thank you” note with quarterly individual contribution forms.

 •  Promote Cooperative Program Month by distributing four Cooperative Program tracts.



October 4

MORNING: Surrendering to God’s Call
(Wyoming) ELIAS MONTALVO is a native of Quito, Ecuador. As a child, he thought his status as a pastor’s son was his 
ticket into heaven. When he was eight—at a Royal Ambassadors camp in Quito— he learned he was wrong. He asked 
Jesus to forgive his sins and live in his heart. Years later Elias strayed from his faith but finally surrendered to God’s 
call to be the pastor he denied he would ever be. Now he is the Hispanic church planting specialist for the state of 
Wyoming. As you give through the Cooperative Program you are helping him lead Hispanic churches to catch the vision 
to plant many much-needed Hispanic churches in Wyoming. Join Elias in praying for the vision to become reality.

EVENING: The Shepherd Laid Down His Life for His Sheep
(Central Asia) When Christian worker MADELINE ARTHINGTON* visited a Quran class with her Muslim friend, she was 
struck by the power that deceived the women. “This is the shepherd of death,” Madeline thought. “These bright-eyed 
women sitting next to me are following a shepherd of death who denies Jesus Christ as the way of salvation. He denies 
a loving heavenly Father and the gift of grace. Their shepherd comes to steal, kill and destroy. He denies the existence 
of another Shepherd—One who laid down His life for His sheep.” Your giving through the Cooperative Program allows 
Madeline to point people to the Shepherd who brings eternal life.

Bible Reference and Statement: Hebrews 10:23-25
Perhaps many of us would consider giving more seriously if we were sensitive to the nearness of the coming Day of the 
Lord. This Scripture instructs us to live and give for the benefit of others.

_______________________________________
  
October 11

MORNING: Need for a Heart Change among Leaders
(Peru) A missionary in Peru, supported through Cooperative Program gifts, shares this story: A church planned to 
build after faithfully watching God provide resources. But community leaders prohibited them from building in the 
community and claimed the land they planned to build on belonged to someone else. The pastor showed documents 
to confirm that he was the owner; however, the leaders still refused to let them build. This church has been meeting 
outside the pastor’s house for six years, but they are now forbidden to meet anywhere in the community. They must 
hike across fields and up and over rocky hills to a nearby community. Pray for a change of heart in the leaders.

EVENING: Reaching Out to the Broken
(North Carolina) DAN and LINSAY ELLIS serve in Raleigh, North Carolina. Dan believes Christ’s local church exists to put 
His character and saving power on display to the world. Today Don serves as the pastor of Community at Fellowship 
Raleigh Church where the Gospel is clear, the Scriptures are preached, and the people of God are reaching out to the 
broken people of Raleigh. Through your Cooperative Program gifts, the potential to reach students, broken families and 
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young professionals will become reality. Pray for a passion to win the lost to Jesus and for the mentoring program at 
Ligon Middle School. Pray for a movement of the Holy Spirit in downtown Raleigh!

Bible Reference and Statement: Acts 2:44-45
A distinguishing characteristic of early Christians was their cooperative giving. Today, through Cooperative Program (CP) 
Missions, we join our giving with sister Baptist churches to reach more people for Christ. Simply defined, CP Missions is 
caring people partnering together to touch the world. 

_______________________________________

October 18

MORNING: Pray for Long-Term Partners
(North Dakota) TIM BROWN was not raised in a Christian home and in fact spent most of his teenage and early adult 
years hating God. He became a Christ-follower at age 22 through a process of trying to disprove the Bible. Now Tim 
and his wife MICHELLE are church planters in Fargo, North Dakota. More than half the people in the Fargo area claim 
no religious affiliation but believe they are right with God because of their own religious system and morality. Your 
sacrificial giving through the Cooperative Program will help people in Fargo learn the truth of Jesus. Tim asks churches to 
pray for Gospel-sharing opportunities, favor in the community, open doors to community involvement and for long-term 
partners in ministry.

EVENING: Reaching Hurting People
(Lebanon) DON ALAN*, a Christian worker living in the region, said that in Lebanon, Syrian refugees live everywhere 
and anywhere—in places that people in the West would condemn and places “that you would never imagine anyone 
living.” Christian workers are determining new strategies with hopes of reaching hurting people. They are partnering 
with local congregations to provide relief and to share the Gospel with them. “So many of them don’t know the deeper 
need they have for a Savior, but it shows on their faces as they deal with the hardships that life has put before them,” 
Don said. The Cooperative Program is making a difference among Syrian refugees.

Bible Reference and Statement: Luke 15:21
After a change of heart, the prodigal son called his wasteful spending “sinning against heaven.” Ask God to help you be 
a good steward of what He has provided you for through your spending and your giving.

_______________________________________
 
October 25

MORNING: Weeping Tears of Joy

(West Africa) Boubacar* was living in an abandoned building when IMB worker BARNARD DREXELL* first met him while 
prayerwalking. Barnard invited him over for a meal. A friendship quickly formed and Boubacar visited Barnard daily 



for food and conversation. As Barnard shared the Gospel, Boubacar became more and more interested. Soon he told 
others about Christ, even before he made a profession of faith himself. When he did pray to receive Christ, Boubacar 
wept because he was so happy. He learned English quickly and now serves as an interpreter and has been leading 
others to Christ. Cooperative Program gifts enable Christian workers to live and work in West Africa, where lives are 
being changed for Jesus.

EVENING: Pray for Health and Strength
(Ohio) Years ago, BENJAMIN CURRY received a devastating prognosis. Despite two surgeries to treat a lung disease, 
doctors were unsure he would ever preach again. He began fasting and praying. His prayer life and faith became 
stronger than ever. Today Benjamin is healed completely and still serves as a pastor and church planter in a poverty-
stricken community in Ohio. Many of the people Benjamin ministers to are youth who are drug dealers or single 
parents, as well as the homeless. Your gifts through the Cooperative Program are helping people latch onto the hope 
of Jesus despite their circumstances. Pray for spiritual and physical growth of City of Hope Church and for Benjamin’s 
continued health and strength.

Bible Reference and Statement: Isaiah 55:2
Our use of money should produce a quality of life that is fulfilling and eternal. Primary in the use of money is giving to 
share the Gospel and to help people in need. 

_______________________________________
 



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 NOVEMBER
 •  Conduct the TouchStones: Markers for Measuring Discipleship stewardship emphasis in 
     your church on four Sundays during the month.

 •  Present and adopt the church budget for 2016.



November 1

MORNING: Spiritual Reproduction
(Oklahoma) MATTHEW and BETHANY WILSON joined the Baptist Collegiate Ministry on the campus of Oklahoma 
State University in summer of 2014. Students are from all over the world and come from many different backgrounds. 
Students need someone to personally invest in them as they are away from home for the first time. Matt and Bethany 
are sharing the Gospel and discipling students so they can in turn reach and train others for Christ for the rest of their 
lives. Prayers and sacrificial gifts through the Cooperative Program help to fund campus missions. Pray that the Wilsons 
will receive support as they minister and that spiritual reproduction will be the heartbeat of their ministry.

EVENING: God Placed Students Where They Needed to Be
(Slovakia) Baptist representatives TREY and ELISE ATKINS continue to be amazed and thankful for the college students 
God is placing in their lives. God, in His sovereign plan, has enabled Trey and Elise to meet students near the trash-
bag section in Tesco while on a broken-down train or through other colleagues or friends with whom they have made 
connections in life. Gifts through the Cooperative Program support Trey and Elise and provide opportunities for both 
of them to share the Gospel and their love for the Lord boldly and sensitively with these college students in Bratislava, 
Slovakia. Ask Him to prepare each of these students to receive and believe these words of life!

Bible Reference and Statement: Luke 11:39-41
After we confess our sin, accept Christ as Savior and Lord and begin to grow in Him, other things that come forth from 
our life can honor God, too. The way we give is shaped by our experience with Christ.

_______________________________________
 
November 8

MORNING: Helping Others Get What They Need
(Southeast Asia) As a logistics coordinator, CURTIS AMSHEY* helps workers in his Southeast Asian nation find housing, 
arrange flights and address visa issues. The work is challenging; he is a missionary supporting missionaries. Seeing 
workers leave the field is always difficult, he says, particularly when illness or death are involved. Still, he has seen 
God work, even in difficult situations. “Helping others get the things they need is one of the most rewarding aspects of 
my job,” Curtis says. “I want our workers to be able to focus on the work they’ve been called to do.” Gifts through the 
Cooperative Program support workers, like Curtis, so the good news of Jesus can be shared. 

EVENING: Prayer for the Children
(Oregon) CLAY HOLCOMB was called into ministry during his college years. His passion for communicating God’s Word 
and seeing young people raised up to follow Jesus led him into student ministry. His first ministry position was in a 
church plant, which gave him a love for church planting. He is NAMB’s Send City coordinator for Portland and feels 
privileged to lead other planters to explore Portland and church planting in the context of the West coast. Your gifts 
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through the Cooperative Program are helping Clay lead and coach church planters. Clay asks for prayer for his four 
children who are now living in a city that is very challenging to their young faith.

Bible Reference and Statement: Nehemiah 12:43-44
Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. The people responded to God’s blessings and protection 
with worship. Among other things, they brought contributions, first fruits and tithes to express their worship.

_______________________________________
 
November 15

MORNING: Putting Down Roots as Planters
(Pennsylvania) BARRY and BETH WHITWORTH have served in ministry in the Northeast region of the United States for 
25 years, 15 of those years in church planting. Currently Barry serves as a church planting catalyst and the Send North 
America: Philadelphia city coordinator. Philadelphia is a city rich in American history and one of tremendous potential 
influence. But of the nearly 6.5 million people living in the metro area, only 7 percent are evangelical Christians. Your 
partnership in prayer and financial support through the Cooperative Program can change that number. Pray for church 
planters to put down roots in Philadelphia, planting churches and loving the people and the city back to Christ.

EVENING: The Freedom Jesus Provides
(India) Last year in the plains of Bihar, a woman heard the Good News for the first time. Upon hearing, she believed 
and cast aside a necklace given to her by a local witch doctor. She gave up the protection offered by false gods, a 
protection couched in fear and lies, for the freedom Jesus provides. While the church is rejoicing with this new believer, 
the evil one has not stopped his attacks on her. Her village has persecuted her, at times even refusing to allow her to 
drink from the well. Your giving through the Cooperative Program helps sustain new believers around the world.

Bible Reference and Statement: Colossians 4:2
We need to be faithful in prayer, alert and grateful as we communicate with God. Approaching God in this spirit, we are 
more likely to be sensitive to our need and opportunity to give.

_______________________________________

November 22

MORNING: With Hopes
(Central Asia) Thanks to Cooperative Program gifts, JESSE and SHELLEY LANDERS* have been able to rent an apartment 
and begin work among a minority people group previously untouched by outreach efforts. This ethnic group has a tragic 
history, having been deported from their homeland by Joseph Stalin prior to World War II and eventually losing all 
opportunity to return. Despite being displaced, they have retained their unique cultural values and they claim that their 
dedication to Islam has been key to maintaining their identity. Jesse and Shelley are young workers newly assigned the 
task of reaching this group, with hopes of building relationships and seeing a church planted among them. 



EVENING: With Steadfast Dedication and Joy
(Pennsylvania) Working as an industrial mechanic, CHAD HOWARD met Christ through a coworker. Other coworkers 
saw the radical change in Chad’s life when he surrendered to Christ and answered God’s call to ministry two years later. 
He was able to see several come to know Him. After pastoring churches in South Carolina and Pennsylvania, God gave 
Chad a heart for Lewistown, Pennsylvania. Your generous giving through the Cooperative Program is helping Chad and 
his wife TIFFANI plant Josiah’s Way, which currently meets in their home. Pray for Chad and Tiffani to stay faithful to the 
course God has directed with steadfast dedication and joy.

Bible Reference and Statement: Luke 6:38
Jesus emphasized the giving nature of Christians. Of the many characteristics that distinguish the new life in Christ, giving 
is very visible. Giving is a testimony.

_______________________________________

November 29

MORNING: The Message of Hope and Love
(Puerto Rico) FREDDY VALCARCEL had a thriving ministry among Hispanics in Clarksville, Tennessee, but he sensed God 
calling him to something different. After much prayer, Freddy and his family accepted the challenge to plant a church in 
Puerto Rico among a people broken by legalism and hopelessness. Of the 130,000 people in Caguas, nearly 80 percent 
are divorced and 95 percent are single parents. Freddy knows the message of God’s hope and love is the only thing that 
can heal the broken families and communities in his city. Your gifts through the Cooperative Program make it possible 
for Freddy to help people in Puerto Rico overcome past hurts from traditional, legalistic churches.

EVENING: A Hunger for Truth
(East Asia) GEORGE and YVONNE HERMAN* rejoice in the ways they are seeing young people turning to Christ. Those 
who were raised to believe in nothing are hungry for truth and are finding a Living God. The Hermans hired a young 
man, John*, to work for them as a security guard. When John became a believer he became very excited to share the 
Gospel with family and friends and see churches started. The Hermans no longer live close to John, but they keep in 
touch with him and are thankful for the ways he continues to grow in his faith. Thank you for supporting new believers 
through the Cooperative Program.

Bible Reference and Statement: 2 Corinthians 9:11
Being thankful to God for all His blessings shapes our lives. Thankful people please God. Giving is the response of a 
thankful heart, and it produces thanksgiving from people who benefit through our giving.

_______________________________________



MONTHLY SUGGESTIONS 
for Leaders of Church Stewardship

Visit your state Baptist convention for the resources 
suggested above, or go to stewardshipdirect.com.

 DECEMBER
 •  Receive the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® throughout the month to support 
     international missions.

 •  Encourage end-of-year giving in the church.



December 6

MORNING: Sharing Christ with Indigenous People Groups
(Colombia) Volunteers can be an important part of God’s work on the mission field. A team of volunteers from Kentucky 
worked with IMB missionary JOHN* in sharing Christ with indigenous peoples of the Amazon. Also, IMB missionary 
TOM* worked with two college-age young men in Leticia for 40 days to personally disciple and minister to new believers 
in the villages. Please pray that God will work in and through both of these volunteers and that their time will be fruitful. 
Thanks to Cooperative Program gifts, IMB missionaries who live in Colombia can partner with volunteer teams to 
encourage and disciple new believers in their faith. 

EVENING: Inroads for the Gospel of Grace
(South Dakota) STEPHEN and KAYE CARSON have planted churches at home in the United States and abroad in Uganda. 
Their most recent plant is Connection Church in Belle Fourche, South Dakota. Belle Fourche is a small, friendly town that 
one pastor estimates to be 85–90 percent unchurched. Catholic and Lutheran influence is strong in Belle Fourche, but 
Connection Church is making inroads for the Gospel of grace through community outreaches such as block parties, VBS 
and random acts of kindness. The Carsons ask you to pray for them and give through the Cooperative Program to help 
provide much needed financial resources to Connection Church as they grow and work toward planting more churches 
in neighboring communities.

Bible Reference and Statement: Colossians 1:27b-28 
Christ’s command is to proclaim the Gospel to the entire world. He is the hope they are searching for. During this Week of 
Prayer for International Missions and the International Missions Study, pray for those around the world who have never 
heard the name of Jesus. Those of us who have hope can give to share the Gospel so others, too, can hope in Christ.

_______________________________________
 
December 13

MORNING: Pray for Spiritual Protection
(Utah) TRAVIS KERNS says his heart breaks over Salt Lake City. That broken heart, along with his expertise in mobilizing 
churches and knowledge of the beliefs of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) qualify him to be the 
Send City Coordinator for Salt Lake City. Providentially, Travis and his family have formed solid relationships with LDS 
leaders and members. New churches are forming, but with only a handful of good churches for the 2.6 million people 
in Salt Lake and intense spiritual warfare, many more are needed. Your partnership through the Cooperative Program 
is critical to impact this city with the true Gospel. Pray for spiritual covering against the warfare attacking planters and 
pastors, their families and their partners in ministry.

EVENING: Ministering to the Displaced
(Armenia) Locking the door, Ani* turned to leave her home. She thought she would return in six months. Instead, 
her life has been plagued with visions of dead bodies and war. Loss of job, home and security has caused sleepless 
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nights, fear and sickness. Twelve thousand forcibly displaced Syrian-Armenians now live in Armenia. Christian workers 
love and minister to the displaced by conducting camps, medical clinics and feeding projects. These measures do not 
compensate for their losses, but they are making a difference. Thank you for giving through the Cooperative Program so 
Christian workers can minister and love the people.

Bible Reference and Statement: Amos 6:4-6
We spend our life’s energy and money for many things—food, clothes, housing, transportation, recreation, gifts, etc. 
Often we are tempted to overspend for things of lesser importance. The most important thing for which we expend life 
and money is sharing the Gospel.

_______________________________________

December 20

MORNING: When the Light Comes On
(Hungary) The greatest blessing in PAUL BROCK’s ministry is seeing that “light come on” when people realize they can 
have a relationship with God through Christ. Your gifts through the Cooperative Program support missionaries like 
Paul and his wife, TENA, who live and work in a city in western Hungary, where Paul is the team strategy leader for the 
region. They teach English using the Bible to gather people in a comfortable environment where they are willing to ask 
spiritual questions. Paul loves being able to help Hungarians begin a relationship with Christ, but his vision is to see 
Hungarians being on mission with him and establishing churches in the region. 

EVENING: Join the Harvest
(Vermont) JERRY FREY pastors Faith Christian Fellowship Church in a town of 3,500 and is also one of three directors of 
missions for the Green Mountain Baptist Association in Vermont. These are exciting times as churches are being planted 
and church renewal is a top priority of the association. There is an increasing openness to the Gospel as lives are being 
transformed from darkness to light. Your gifts through the Cooperative Program and your prayers are a vital part of what 
God is doing in a once barren land. Southern Vermont has been blessed by the new Northeastern Baptist College which 
began in 2014. Pray as they train young people to join the harvest.

Bible Reference and Statement: Matthew 25:1-12
Five foolish virgins did not use their resources to prepare for the Lord’s coming. When it was too late they rushed out to 
buy oil. Our spending influences our giving and our relationship with Christ.

_______________________________________

December 27

MORNING: Burdened by God’s Command
(Washington) DANIEL SON has been serving Christ in the ministry for the past 12 years. In the past two years, Daniel 
became burdened by God’s command to make disciples of all nations and was overwhelmed by the desire to see God’s 



kingdom expand. Thanks in part to your prayers and faithfulness to give through the Cooperative Program, Daniel 
and his wife LYDIA are planting Church of the Beloved in Seattle, which publicly launched Easter Sunday 2014. During 
your prayer time, ask for God’s protection and guidance for Daniel, Lydia and the church plant team as they share the 
Gospel.

EVENING: The Light of Life
(South Asia) “Trying to help meet the medical needs of the Light of Life Center girls and their families can be 
overwhelming, especially when no one on staff has any medical knowledge, and we do not know which doctors in the 
area we can trust,” shares a Christian worker in South Asia. The needs are constant and often serious at the Light of Life 
Center, but workers are thankful that you faithfully give through the Cooperative Program so they can meet the physical 
needs of these destitute girls but, more important, meet their spiritual needs as well.

Bible Reference and Statement: Romans 13:11-12
Has 2015 been a year of growth that gives witness of what God is doing in us? For many it has. Growth in giving is a 
possibility within reach for most of us during the New Year.

_______________________________________



The Southern Baptist Stewardship Development Association (SDA) is a national organization of denomination leaders 
throughout the United States, the District of Columbia, and Canada. For more than 40 years, SDA has equipped 
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