
Fishers of Men: 15 Devotions 
 

Welcome. This series of devotions is intended to fit 

between the four “Fishers of Men” Sunday School 

Evangelism Lessons. 

 

There are three sections, each with five devotions.  

Week 1:   #1-5 Entering the Harvest Fields 

Week 2:  #6-10 Conveying the Gospel Message 

Week 3:  #11-15 Intentional Evangelism 

 

 

WEEK ONE: ENTERING THE HARVEST FIELDS 
 

Day 1: Sent to Everyone Everywhere 

Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20 

Three men lined up next to the podium at church one day. The first man said he was 

worried that his son was picking up bad habits from his foul-mouthed soccer coach. 

Rather than pull him out, the father knew he was supposed to make disciples, so he 

invited the coach to lunch. There, he shared the Gospel message with the coach. The 

coach bowed his head right there and prayed to receive Christ. He was a different man 

and coach! The second man got up and said, “I was a foul-mouthed soccer coach.” He 

shared how a parent of a player introduced him to Jesus. Then he became concerned 

about his son living in England. The third man was young and said he was living in 

London and he had gotten word from his estranged father to pick him up at the airport. 

His father – the soccer coach – shared Christ with him. Now he had his father back and 

accepted Christ, so he has a heavenly Father, too! 

What does making disciples look like to you? Do followers of Jesus just attend 

church or are they difference-makers in the lives of those who have yet to be introduced 

to Him?  

Jesus said to go and make disciples of all nations. That’s everyone everywhere. So, 

how’s it going? Do you love the Lord so much you want to see others follow Him? Are 

you making institutional Christians that can run your church (which is good) or are you 

helping everyone to know Jesus in a life changing way?! And that’s great! 

Prayer: Jesus, I love you and praise you for the change you have made in my life. 

Show me who needs to know you as Lord and Savior. I commit my life to obey your 

command! 
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Day 2: Following Jesus with No Excuses 

Scripture: Luke 9:57-62  

Some people think others will share the Good News of Jesus because of their role. 

They may see themselves in a support role such as giving financially, helping as a driver, 

or even serving as a cook. A cook on a mission trip in the Southwest U.S. took the wrong 

turn on a grocery run. When she told a Navajo woman that she was lost, the woman 

said, “I am more lost than you. All I see is darkness.” The cook realized that the Holy 

Spirit was at work and said, “I can help you have light in your life that only Jesus offers.” 

They walked up on the front porch and the Navajo woman surrendered her life to Jesus.  

Jesus calls us to follow Him. We are not promised homes, health, or help. Jesus had 

no place to call His own. Jesus knows there are many worthwhile things we can get busy 

doing. But what does it really take to follow Jesus?  

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, people tore roofs apart to get to Him, walked away 

from their vocations, touched the hem of His robe for healing, shouted praises to him 

from the roadside, climbed a tree to get a glimpse, and sent messengers for Him. But 

many got lost in excuses – no security, family priorities, or simply needed to do 

something else instead.  

Are you following Jesus with no excuses? 

Prayer: Lord, I surrender everything to you—my need for security and status, my need 

to please family members who don’t know you, and the urge to fall into complacency. 

Be my Lord, my life’s sole guide!  

 

Day 3: Equipped to tell 

Scripture: Mark 5:1-20 

A missionary couple in China were learning the local language. A helper was hired to 

clean and make meals. As the missionary couple learned how to share the Gospel in that 

Chinese dialect, the housekeeper did her work, but listened in. After a while the lady 

admitted to listening and sharing the Gospel message with her family. She smiled as she 

said, “We are now believers and so are my neighbors! Would you baptize us?” 

What does it take to tell others about Jesus? The man who had been delivered of the 
demons was sent by Jesus to his family to simply tell of God’s mercy. He didn’t take a 
class on witnessing, but he obeyed. He even went throughout the Ten Town Region.  

The early church radiated the power of the Holy Spirit to the known world. 

Sometimes it was one believer who shared the Word of God with an individual. Other 

times entire crowds heard the Gospel. Even through persecution, Christians who were 

scattered throughout the earth took with them the message that Jesus saves.  

Not everyone who hears will believe, but many of them will. The point is that we 

must tell firsthand what we have personally experienced as a witness for Jesus. 

Prayer: Jesus, I am so thankful for the mercy you have shown to me. Lead me to 

someone today so that I can be a vocal witness of your mercy. 
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Day 4: Standing and Pleading for Help 

Scripture: Acts 16:6-10 

A young lady in an apartment in Oak Grove, Mo., asked her mother for a Bible of her 

own. The mother said, “Have you asked God about it?” The girl bowed her head and 

prayed. That evening a youth group from First Baptist Church, Oak Grove, and Grace 

Baptist came through knocking on doors, offering free New Testaments. The girl 

answered the door and the church team simply offered her a New Testament. Then the 

girl explained that she had just prayed for one that very morning. When she began to 

cry, the team began crying, too. They had been an instrument of God to answer a prayer 

that day. 

Imagine thousands of people who pray every day for someone to give them a Bible, 

tell them how to be saved, have their sins forgiven, and walk through life with Jesus! 

Until persecution ripped through their ranks, the early church stayed mainly in 

Jerusalem. However, that was not God’s plan or Jesus’ commission. Even the Apostle 

Paul was blocked by the Holy Spirit from taking the Gospel into Asia. It took God to 

provide a vision for Paul to understand the Gospel was to move westward into Europe.  

The man from Macedonia had to stand up and urgently plead for help. Imagine lost 

people in your community and in Missouri’s largest urban areas pleading for help.  

What is your response? 

Prayer: Oh Lord, forgive me for staying within my church’s walls. The cries of the lost 

must be like thunder in your ears. Let my heart be attuned to those pleas and move out 

of my comfort zone into the zone where You are at work.  

 

Day 5: Here, There, and Everywhere 

Scripture: Acts 1:4-8 

A church sent out a volunteer mission team to a people group that had never 

heard the Good News of Jesus. However, they were diverted by a different people in 

another village that were already Christians. That unreached people group may have 

never yet heard the good news.  

 It’s almost unfathomable to think that Christianity was launched over 2,000 years 

ago, in the city of Jerusalem, in an environment hostile to Christians, with just a handful 

of believers that the Bible says numbered “about 120.” Yet, they so impacted not only 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth that today, Christianity comprises 

the largest religious grouping of peoples in the world. How was such a thing possible? 

We are told that The Plan Of God was for believers to “receive power” from “the Holy 

Spirit” which would enable them to be effective “witnesses” of the story of the 

resurrected Christ, and the wonderful news is – that same awesome power is still 

available for believers today; in fact it is still The Plan Of God. 

Believers are not left to their own abilities when it comes to witnessing. Instead, we 

have been promised the compelling, convicting, convincing, and converting power of 

the Holy Spirit when sharing our faith. We can have absolute confidence that we are 
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part of God’s plan when telling others the Good News, trusting that it is the power of the 

Holy Spirit that draws them to the Savior.  

Prayer: Holy Spirit, thank you for filling me when I became a follower of Jesus. Thank 

you for calling me to be a witness to everyone and leave the results to You! 

 

 

 

WEEK TWO: CONVEYING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 

Day 1: Being Born Again 

Scripture: John 3:1-18 

A knock at the door late at night made the missionary’s heart jump. When he opened 

the door, the night sergeant of the local police slipped inside. After a cup of coffee, the 

policeman got down to business. He said, “You don’t know this, but a few days ago, 

someone shipped you a crate of Bibles. You know in this country that it is illegal to 

distribute Bibles, so we had to put a guard on them. Well, I wondered what could be so 

dangerous about that book that I had to have one of my best policemen guarding it. So, I 

have been reading it. I have gotten to the part about Jesus. It’s not what our religious 

authorities tell us. They say the Bible has been corrupted. Can you explain what I’m 

reading?” 

The missionary relaxed and recognized that the Holy Spirit was convicting this police 

sergeant of the Truth in God’s Word. All he did was add some details and the man 

bowed his head, repented of his sin, expressed belief in Jesus as Lord, and was born 

again. He slipped out into the night asking the missionary to pray for his safety in a 

hostile place.  

In many places, those who argue that the Bible is just a book written by fallible man, 

full of errors and mistakes, fail to realize its supernatural trustworthiness.  

In the state of Missouri it is estimated that there are 4.5 million people who are not 

born again, many of which have never even heard about the kingdom Of God. Their 

eternal future rests on our obedience to tell the Truth about Jesus. Our responsibility is 

to intentionally work in our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. 

Sharing God’s Word in printed, electronic, or oral formats conveys Truth that draws 

people to encounter Jesus and be born again.  

Do you carry a Bible to give away?  

Prayer: Holy Spirit, please give me boldness to share the Good News with those who 

have not yet heard. Show me who needs to receive Your Word.  
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Day 2: Expecting God’s Grace 

Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 

A troubled young man explained that yes, he had heard of the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son. But he left out a key part of the Bible story. He said, “When the younger son ran out 

of money, he went home.” When he heard that the younger son had actually come to his 

senses and realized that he had sinned against heaven and against his father, it changed 

everything. Sin needed to be admitted and confessed.  

The troubled young man bowed his head and prayed a heartfelt prayer of 

repentance. He received God’s gracious gift of forgiveness for his own prodigal ways.  

Jesus came to seek and to save lost people (Luke 19:10). It was His full-time 

mission—something that He did every day. Jesus also said that He did not come to be 

served, but to serve and to offer His life as a ransom for many (Mt. 20:28). Out of that 

sense of purpose and sacrifice, Jesus challenged His followers. “Then He said to them 

all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 

and follow Me’” (Luke 9:23 NKJV).  

The mission of Jesus is the mission of the local church today. As He was sent, so His 

followers are sent (John 20:21). We are all sent by Jesus each day to seek and to save 

those who are lost. Our challenge is to seek to save the lost with the Gospel every day. 

The father with one son at home continued to look every day for the prodigal son to 

return home. Jesus emphasized the value of that which is lost; the importance of seeking 

to find it. And when they are found, they are extended God’s grace.  

Who do you seek every day? Are you expecting God’s grace to forgive those who have 

sinned against heaven and against others? 

Prayer: Lord, who do you want me to seek every day that is far away from You? Who 

do you want my church to seek every day?  

 

Day 3: Extending Grace to Others 

Scripture: Acts 9:1-20 

George Wilson and another man robbed a U.S. mail carrier in 1829. Back then, that 

carried a life sentence. Wilson’s accomplice was executed, but George had friends who 

influenced President Andrew Jackson in 1830 to extend him a pardon. But Wilson 

refused to accept it. The case went to the Supreme Court. A decision was handed down 

that said a pardon was an act of grace that once delivered, must be accepted. Wilson 

refused to accept the act of grace and was hung for his crime. 

Those who share the Good News of Jesus convey an act of grace that must be 

accepted. If not, eternal death follows.  

Some who share the Good News with others explain it by reaching into their pocket 

and holding out an ink pen. They can offer it as a free present, a gift. All that is needed is 

to reach out and take it. Yet, many refuse the offer. But some do! 

A Missouri pastor was in checkout lane and engaged the lady in front of him in a 

spiritual conversation. He ended up telling her the story of Saul’s conversion. It related 
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to her situation and so she made her decision public to follow Christ soon after. She 

accepted God’s grace and it has continued to flow to others that she knows.  

Jesus never commands His followers to do something without also making it 

possible for them to do it. It is the Holy Spirit that empowers the followers of Jesus to 

fulfill His plan. “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing 

through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, ‘Be reconciled to God’ (2 Cor. 5:20 HCSB). An 

ambassador is entitled to act on behalf of the authority bestowed upon Him every day. 

How much more do we act on behalf of God with us! 

Prayer: Almighty God, you are the King of kings and Lord of lords. Because of Your 

grace, I am Your ambassador to extend Your grace to everyone I meet every day. 

Praise you! 

 

Day 4: Mastering the Gospel Bridge 

Scripture: Romans 6:23 

In Jefferson City, there is a walking bridge beside the car bridge. Since April 2011, it 

is possible to walk safely over the Missouri River. But it came at a price. Just the walking 

part of the bridge cost nearly $7 million. But once paid, the bridge is available for 

anyone to cross over at no charge.  

The Gospel Bridge is a way to present the Good News of Jesus. It is based entirely on 

Romans 6:23 and can be used to lead someone to faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior.  

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord” (Romans 6:23 NASB). 
Draw on a napkin a canyon that 

separates people from God. On the left 

side, draw a stick figure of a person. On 

the right side, write the word “GOD.” 

Under the stick figure, write the words 

Wages, Sin, and Death. On the right 

side, under GOD, write the words Gift, 

God, and Eternal life. Explain that the 

payoff of not obeying God leads to both 

physical death and also spiritual death 

when we die. Explain that God is perfect and that we are far from Him, but He offers us 

a free gift that allows us to live with Him forever in heaven. 

Now, draw a cross stretching from the left part of the canyon to the right side. Write 

the word “but” at the bottom and the word “JESUS” on the crossbeam. Explain that God 

provided a means, a “but,” that allows us to cross over and live with Him. When Jesus 

died on the cross and was resurrected back to life, He became the way to cross over to 

God and receive the gift of eternal life. Write the word “Lord” over the cross. We must 

turn from our disobedience (repent) and trust in Jesus, believing on Him as our Lord.  

Ask, would you like to do that today? Will you accept this free gift from God? 
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When you share the Gospel Bridge with someone, it doesn’t have to be fancy or 

eloquent. It was costly, but offers free access to God for those who follow Jesus. Explain 

this powerful, but simple message as often as possible!  

Prayer: God, thank you for sending Jesus as your free gift to save us from the payoff 

from sin. May your words from this Bible verse become part of my testimony. 

 

Day 5: Using Your Testimony and the Gospel 

Scripture: Romans 10:9-10 

Quick, grab a piece of paper and fold it twice, making equal parts at the top, 

middle, and bottom.  

Across the top part, put together some 

personal stories that happened in your life before 

you became a follower of Jesus. What events were 

used by the Holy Spirit that motivated you to accept 

the free gift of eternal life in Jesus our Lord? Did 

you recognize your sin/disobedience? Did you keep 

failing to be good enough? Did you finally believe 

that Jesus died for you? All these things are helpful 

for others to connect with you and the Gospel at 

work in you.  

In the middle part of the paper, draw out the Gospel Bridge based on Romans 

6:23 that you learned in yesterday’s devotion. Draw the canyon, list the parts, add the 

cross, and practice telling it to a friend who will correct you until you can tell it 

accurately and as a story.  

In the bottom part, write out several stories that represent how your life has been 

since you deciding to follow Christ. Make sure you mention how excited you were to tell 

others how they could be saved, how you followed Jesus’ example in baptism, and how 

you connected with your local church. It has been said that the first 20 minutes after 

accepting Christ as Savior and Lord are the most important minutes. What did you do? 

How can you help them explain their decision to lost people they know in 48 hours?  

Your three-part story or testimony is a key part for confessing that Jesus is Lord 

to others so that they, too, can follow Him just as you have done.  

Prayer: May my life become an example that others can follow so that they know more 

about how to have a saving relationship with You, Jesus! 

 

 

WEEK THREE: INTENTIONAL EVANGELISM 
 

Day 1: Who is an Evangelist? 

Scripture: John 4:7-34  
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If your church was going to invite an evangelist who would be able to turn the entire 

community’s attention to Jesus, who would you invite? Billy Graham? He’s well 

educated, has an impeccable reputation, and loves Jesus. Would you invite a woman 

who is illiterate, has been married to five men and the man she is now living with isn’t 

her husband, but loves Jesus?  

In John 4, we see that the Samaritan woman at the well went back and “evangelized” 

her entire town to come out and meet Jesus. She pointed the way to Jesus using her own 

story; her own experience. And the people responded.  

Meanwhile, what did Jesus’ own disciples do? They went into the same town. But all 

they did was buy some food. They made a grocery run and that was it.  

What does it take to be an evangelist? You have learned that people need Jesus. And 

Jesus wants you to tell your story. You can tuck inside of it the Gospel Bridge (Romans 

6:23).  

The somewhat surprising message of the New Testament is that it is often the 

religious rather than the lost people that are the most opposed to the Gospel. Just like 

Jesus’ disciples at the time, they were involved in a specific task in the daily grind and 

not a relationship that spilled over into the lives of others! The disciples took for granted 

their relationship with Jesus and left an entire village without sharing the biggest 

blessing of their lives. Meanwhile, the Samaritan woman was excited to have 

encountered Jesus and knew others would want to know Him, too. 

Lost people need someone like you to live out the glory of God at work in their lives 

so that they can be drawn to Jesus. The Samaritan woman talked to Jesus and was 

drawn to a relationship. And you also can strengthen and deepen your own encounters 

through prayer. It is out of that personal relationship that lives and communities are 

transformed with the Gospel! Now, that’s being an evangelist. 

Prayer: God, forgive me for blindly stepping through my daily routine. Show me 

how I can cross over into people’s lives and bring them to Jesus. Awaken me to push 

past the comfort of the status quo to express my faith in ways that are genuine.  

 

Day 2: Starting a Movement 

Scripture: Acts 9 – Philip and the Ethiopian 

Lawrence decided to speak to a man sitting on some steps in front of some 

apartments. The conversation soon turned to faith and the need forgiveness that only 

Jesus can offer. Lawrence led the man to faith in Jesus.  

When they finished praying together, the new believer asked Lawrence if he could go 

get his sister. She needed to hear the Good News message, too! Soon, the three of them 

gathered on the steps and that woman accepted Christ. Before leaving, Lawrence 

arranged for them to meet with believers at the local Baptist church just down the street. 

Then the woman said, “Pray for the girls I live with. The second floor of that 

apartment is a brothel. I have been a prostitute. But I’ll go tell them how to be saved.” 
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When you encounter someone like the brother on a set of steps, do you anticipate 

that they have a circle of influence; a web of relationships? By one man turning his life 

over to Jesus, an entire brothel was going to hear the Good News! 

Forest fires start with a spark. Rivers start as a creek. Movements of God start with 

one soul saved that is able to lead others to Jesus. Some may look at the size of their 

church and really wonder how much they can contribute to the kingdom of God and His 

mission. Followers of Jesus across Ethiopia today trace their heritage back to the 

encounter of Philip and the Ethiopian.  

What is too small? God is the One who will give direction and see it through. All He 

asks is for us to be available for His use. God has a whole world of connectivity on His 

heart, waiting to be reconciled in faith to Him.  

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for using my witness in Your timing and for your purposes. 

May I begin to see people as connections and potential disciple-makers to Your glory. 

 

Day 3: Houses of Peace 

Scripture: Acts 10:24-33  

For the past two years, teams have canvassed pockets of lostness in Missouri. The 

first door knocked on in Overland, a St. Louis suburb, opened their home for a Bible 

study. The first week of surveying in Kansas City a team found people from Mexico 

ready to start a new church. One man in an apartment had just moved to Kansas City 

and had only been a believer for six weeks. He was hungry to connect with believers, but 

didn’t know where to start. A Bible study in his apartment was scheduled on the spot. 

Survey teams learned that many people were not only open to attending a Bible 

study, but eight were willing to have it in their home.  

Jesus sent out His followers to look for homes that were receptive. He urged His 

followers to let their “peace” or favor remain upon them while they were there. It is easy 

to conclude from Matthew 10 and Luke 10 that a single family was to be the catalyst for 

the Lord in that village. And if the disciples were rejected, they were to simply move on 

to the next place. Their message was too urgent and there were too many other 

households to visit to grind to a halt among the resistant.  

When Peter walked through the front door of Cornelius’ home in the Acts 10 story, 

this Roman centurion had already assembled his entire household to hear his message. 

Friends and relatives gathered and responded in faith. Throughout Acts, we see the Holy 

Spirit moving to lead entire households to faith in Christ. Why stop at one person, when 

their whole family is just as spiritually hungry? 

Are doors opening to you where you live or travel? It has been said that the front 

door of the church is a home. If you develop a relationship with one person, ask 

permission to share with their friends, family, and their household, too. And be sure to 

stick around a few days to make disciple-makers of those new believers. Don’t extract 

new believers away from their family or make the assumption that discipleship will be 
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done at some class at your church. By visiting even a few days in Cornelius’ house like 

Peter did, it allows for repeated sharing of the Gospel message among more people.  

Prayer: Lord, open doors for me to share the Gospel every day. I’m ready to walk 

through them in faith believing that You are already at work in the lives of many. Give 

me boldness today to enter a home with the Good News and then disciple them, too.  

 

Day 4: Can You Be Moved? 

Scripture: Acts 16:1-15  

A woman in Ohio drove by a mobile home park every day on the way to church. 

Nobody from that place ever visited her church and she grew concerned. She tried to get 

other church members to go with her to evangelize in the park, but nobody would join 

her. So, she sold her three bedroom brick rancher house and purchased a trailer in that 

mobile home park. She became an active witness and led her neighbors to faith in 

Christ. She became one of them to lead them to Jesus. 

Can you be moved? Would you become one of another group needing Jesus? 

The Apostle Paul and his missionary team consisted of only Silas, Timothy, and 

Luke. They had never been into Europe. It was so foreign to them that in Paul’s vision, 

he apparently recognized a European from the Macedonian Province just by looking at 

him and hearing his accent. Even though the urgent plea came from a man, their first 

European convert was Lydia, a Jewish businesswoman. Lydia’s conversion down by the 

riverside impacted her entire household as they came to faith in Christ, too.  

Paul had to move. His team was willing to join in with another group. 

Years after Paul’s faithful obedience to the heavenly vision and the Gospel was 

sweeping across Europe, he wrote, “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 

abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in 

us…” (Eph. 3:20 KJV). This verse nearly shouts to readers, “Think outside the box. God 

can do anything!”  

God can go beyond our imagination. And He does it according to the power that 

works in us. That is to say that we have been strengthened by His Spirit. The power 

present to call Paul and those with him into Europe to seek and save souls for Jesus is 

the same power we can access today. Re-read Ephesians 3:20. What power do you have?  

Can you be moved? 

Prayer: God, this is hard, but I surrender everything to you. Wherever you lead I’ll go 

and as I befriend others that need a relationship with You, I will stand on Your 

promises for power to work in me and those with me who call on Your Name. 

 

Day 5: While You’re Busy… 

Scripture: Acts 16: 16-34 

In 2003, Tim Ahlen was called to pastor Forest Meadow Baptist Church in Dallas, 

Texas. There were about 20 who attended at that time. By evangelizing and discipling 

new believers to win others to faith in Christ, movements in several networks began to 



Fishers of Men: 15 Devotions     11 
 

spring up across the city. And through careful leader training, many of these formed 

small groups that developed into healthy churches that could start churches. By 2009, 

Forest Meadow had been the catalyst to start 45 churches with a collective weekend 

attendance topping 7,500. By 2011, Forest Meadow still experienced a church planting 

movement with 88 churches and average collective attendance of 8,500 in attendance 

every week. Meanwhile, Forest Grove has been blessed to grow to 65-75 in worship.  

Ahlen had a vision to win people to Christ who were regular people with real jobs 

and some were immigrants, but who would not be a dead end. The vision was to see 

them multiply themselves despite circumstances. 

Paul and Silas had been headed for prayer. After being thrown into prison for casting 

a demon out of a fortuneteller and ruining her owner’s income stream, Paul and Silas 

kept on praying. Despite shackles. Despite a filthy jail cell. Despite an earthquake. 

Despite the unknown of what might happen to them. Yet, by the morning their jailer and 

his entire household were followers of Jesus.  

What could possibly enable the first century Christian church to grow exponentially 

in spite of severe persecution? Prayer was the power behind the explosion of 

Christianity amidst overwhelming obstacles. Paul and Silas were men of prayer! 

Substantial advances in the kingdom of God is preceded by the fervent prayers of people 

united on their knees.   

What would happen in our churches if we were united in prayer?  What could God do 

in our midst?  Would we shift our priorities from ourselves and onto Kingdom 

concerns?  Could there be an awakening in our community?  Would people follow His 

call to take the Gospel to the nations?   

There’s only one way to find out – on our knees. 

Prayer: Father, help our church members lay aside any differences and unite hearts for 

the cause of Christ. And let it begin with me.   
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