
In the Fire 

Evangelism Sermon and Study Group Lesson 
By Mark Snowden 

 

 
This sermon was developed for use with “The Macedonia Project,” a five year plan to mobilize healthy 

churches from across Missouri and have them “come over and help” churches in Kansas City and St. 

Louis metropolitan areas. It is done in collaboration with the GPS 2016-20 emphases on Personal 

Evangelization and Starting Something. 

 

Introduction: Scripture: Daniel 3 

 

A preacher told his deacons how God had revealed a grand vision to him for their 

church. The deacons heard the plans and then voted it down 12 to one. To show how 

they meant him no ill will, the chairman of the deacons said, “Pastor you can close us in 

prayer.” The preacher prayed that God would send a sign to the men to let them know 

this was from God and not him. At that moment a lightning bolt came in through the 

window and struck the table knocking all the deacons on their backsides leaving the 

pastor unscathed. Somewhat dazed, the chairman of the deacons said, “Well, pastor, I 

guess that makes the vote 12 to two!” We often have trouble within our own churches, 

but the day is quickly approaching when that trouble will come from outside of it.  

 

The Babylonian Empire sacked Jerusalem and led the Jews into captivity. The Empire 

stretched from Egypt to India. The king ruled the Empire, but appointed governors to 

rule over various provinces. The province of Babylon was led by three Jews who had 

grown up under the king’s authority. Their Babylonian names were Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego. They honored God as they ruled in peace. 

 

This sermon will help you follow God and His ways despite difficult circumstances. 

Surrendering to His will and His way requires unwavering faith.  

 

Then the king decided to decree that all of his subjects should worship an enormous 

golden statue. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship the idol. And so 

the men were taken to see the king.  

 

1. Forged by Faith – Daniel 3:15-18 

 

Examination: Music had played and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were ratted out 

for not bending a knee. To have bowed was a public display of devotion to the king’s 

god. The act rebelled against the king’s degree and carried a death sentence. And then to 

defy the king to his face was an act of treason.   
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The Babylonian king made an incredible challenge. He not only demanded loyalty to his 

gods and the idol he erected, but he challenged the notion that any god could possibly be 

more powerful. But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had already forged their faith in 

God’s Word. They came before the king dedicated to God whether or not He chose to 

save them.  

 

Interpretation: What is an idol? Dictionaries say that it is an object of worship. Idolatry 

means giving something reverence and even extreme admiration for something or 

someone. Some people move from project to project, fantasy to fantasy, luxury to 

luxury. What could be an idol in your life? Opening day of baseball or hunting season? 

Another woman than your wife? Another man than your husband? Where is your faith 

placed? If you had a knife to your throat, what decision would you make?  

 

What source do you use to make decisions? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego relied on 

Scripture to forge their faith. Establishing God’s Word as our sole authority is the place 

to start.  

 

In the 15-day devotional prepared by the Missouri Baptist Convention for the 

Macedonia Project, there is a great story about God’s Word. A young lady in an 

apartment in Oak Grove, Mo., asked her mother for a Bible of her own. The mother said, 

“Have you asked God about it?” The girl bowed her head and prayed. That evening a 

youth group from First Baptist Church, Oak Grove, and Grace Baptist came through 

knocking on doors, offering free New Testaments. The girl answered the door and the 

church team simply offered her a New Testament. Then the girl explained that she had 

just prayed for one that very morning. When she began to cry, the team began crying, 

too. They had been an instrument of God to answer a prayer that day. 

 

Application: Are you forged by faith in God and His ways? If you are here today and 

have never settled the issue, now is the day. Around the world, whenever there was a 

movement of God it was because the people believed in the authority of God’s Word. 

People desperately need to know what God says and the Holy Spirit convinces them that 

it is true. Paraphrasing John 3:16 – God gave us His only Son Jesus and whoever 

believes in Him has eternal life. John 14:6 – Jesus is the only way, truth, and life to the 

Father. Romans 6:23 God gave us Jesus as a free gift of eternal life to overcome sin’s 

payoff which is death.  

 

2. Fireworthy – Daniel 3:21-25 

 

Examination: Archeologists know that Babylon was built by bricks fired in massive 

beehive-shaped kilns. These furnaces had an opening at the top and another one at the 
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bottom. The one at the bottom is where the fuel for the furnace was inserted. Notice that 

the soldiers casting the three faithful into the fire had to go up. There was a ramp they 

had to climb. Yet when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were thrown into the fire 

they survived. Babylonian-made ropes were incinerated, but the men were unharmed. 

 

Bible scholars call this a theophany. The fourth Person in the furnace could have been 

one of God’s angels or Jesus. A pagan like the king could not have recognized Jesus, but 

he understood that God had intervened and protected those he tried to destroy. 

 

Interpretation: The whole reason that the Jews were in captivity was because of idolatry.  

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew the commands of God very well. Exodus 23:24 

states that not only should idols not be worshipped, but they should be utterly 

destroyed. The men knew their history and they knew the consequences. They would 

rather withstand the wrath of a king than become “sinners in the hands of an angry 

God.” (Title of famous sermon by Jonathan Edwards in 1741 in colonial America.) 

 

Missionaries were challenged at a special conference for them to stand up if they would 

be willing to die for their faith. Hundreds stood to their feet in a mighty whoosh! But 

one couple didn’t stand. They served in a place where their lives could easily be snuffed 

out if what they were doing for the Gospel was brought before certain people. They 

quietly prayed until the wife looked up at her husband. With tears rolling down her 

cheeks, she simply nodded, yes. Together they stood up. God was honored by the 

hundreds who might never have their lives at risk. But surely the angels shouted across 

heaven when these two missionaries serving in high risk places took their stand.  

 

What if the community where you live had only 100 people? Here is a look at Missouri 
as if it were a village of 100 people. I hope it gives you an idea of different networks and 
peoples that contribute to the culture outside our own church doors. (Choose several 
that mean the most to your crowd.)

1. 2 are in prison or on parole 
2. 6 are unemployed 
3. 13 live on food stamps 
4. 17 are undernourished 
5. 22 are children that are insecure 

about their next meal 
6. 8 are children living in single-

parent families 
7. 20 live in multi-housing units  
8. 4 are first-generation immigrants 
9. 6 do not speak English at home 
10. 7 have a disorder related to 

alcohol and drugs 
11. 9 are military veterans 

12. 84 are racially White 
13. 12 are racially Black or African-

Americans 
14. 22 live in St. Louis City and 

County combined 
15. 51 are female 
16. 86 are high school graduates 
17. 25 graduated with a four-year 

college degree 
18. 15 are proficient at reading 
19. 35 struggle with reading 
20. 75 are not born-again  
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21. 38 who are not born-again live in 
just six counties and St. Louis 
City 

22. 12 are Southern Baptists 
23. 12 are Roman Catholics 
24. 4 are United Methodists 

25. 4 are members of a Non-
denominational church 

26. 2 are members of an Assemblies 
of God church 

27. 2 are Lutherans, Missouri Synod 
28. 51 are unclaimed by any religious 

institution 
 

That’s a lot of groups that all need ministry and saving faith in Jesus. So here are two 

powerful questions. How you decide to answer it could change your life:  

1. What if some of these groups were hostile to the Gospel?  

2. Would you still seek to minister and share the Good News among them anyway? 

 

Application: Are you fireworthy? Curtis Sergeant, a missionary trainer asks, “Are you a 

disciple that Jesus wants to duplicate?” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were sold 

out to God even if it cost them their lives. We know that we can encounter God through 

Jesus because of what He did for us on the cross. Are you ready to surrender your life to 

Jesus? What would it take? 

 

3. Fiery Consequences – Daniel 3:28 

 

Examination: The king had a change of heart when he saw God’s power displayed. He 

confessed his sin while simultaneously praising God for his intervention. The king 

recognized the handiwork of God. And Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego never have 

another recorded line in this narrative. They didn’t need to. They had been faithful, a 

king had confronted faith in action, and God was praised.  

 

Interpretation: Michael Bloomberg is the former mayor of New York City. He once told a 

reporter, “I am telling you, if there is a God, when I get to heaven I'm not stopping to be 

interviewed. I am heading straight in. I have earned my place in heaven. It's not even 

close.”1 

 

We live in times when those who follow God and His holy ways and those who are 

against Him are crystalizing. Many are lining up on one side and others are lining up on 

the other side. The notion of “tolerance” is shattering by those who are irked by those 

who refuse to bow their knee to cultural norms and political correctness. “Go along to 

get along” is their battle cry. Their excuse is that, “People are just people.”  

 

                                                           
1
 Jeremy W. Peters, “Bloomberg Plans a $50 Million Challenge to the N.R.A.,” New York Times, April 16, 2014. Cited 

online 5/21/15 at www.nytimes.com/2014/04/16/us/bloomberg-plans-a-50-million-challenge-to-the-
nra.html?_r=0  
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Application: The late Oswald Chambers once said, “Prayer doesn’t get you ready for a 

greater work. Prayer is the greater work.” Your relationship with God is possible. Prayer 

is what happens when you talk to Him about it. God’s Great Story is the Greatest Story 

Ever Told. Ask Jesus to forgive your sins and believe in Him to save you despite what 

the world affords today.  

 

Closing 

 

When the latest music of sensuality and idolatry plays its tune will you bow in a show of 

allegiance to the world and its ways? Or will you stand? Will you stand for what pleases 

God even if it doesn’t please you? Will you allow the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

to be all you need? Will you cry, “I gotta get me some of that?” or will you bow your 

heart to Jesus and say in a whisper that only He can hear, “Jesus, you are enough.” 

 

Invitation Hymn: 

“Just as I Am” or “I Come Broken…Just as I am” by Travis Cottrell 

 

 

Small Group Study Guide 

“In the Fire” 
Bible Truth: This sermon will help you follow God and His ways despite difficult 

circumstances. Surrendering to His will and His way requires unwavering faith.  

 

Get Started: If you asked a man on the street to describe a good Christian, what would 

they say? (Allow time for responses.) Explain that today’s lesson deals with what it 

means to be a genuine Christian. 

 

Context: Introduce the Scripture by explaining that Jesus had begun His ministry. He 

was preaching and had called many to follow Him. By this time He had chosen 12 men 

as His disciples, but there were many others who traveled along as part of a group 

wanting to be with Jesus.  

 

Scripture: Daniel 3: Read the entire passage through or tell it as an accurate Bible 

story. 

 

Study: Engage everyone in discussion using these open-ended questions.  

Head (facts): Ask everyone to re-tell the story bit-by-bit until it is finished. Pair off and 

see if they can tell the entire story to their partners. It’s a long story, so be sure to add at 

least 10 minutes for this part.  

Heart (inspiration): 
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Pray for wisdom in discussing this passage. 

 What did you like about this Bible story? 

 What did you struggle with in the passage? 

 What did you learn about God? 

 What did you learn about the nature of people? 

Hands (application): 

 What single truth stands out to you in this story? 

 What changes do you need to make in your life? 

 Do you have the courage to surrender your life to Jesus and Him alone? 

 Who do you know that needs to hear this story? Will you tell it to them this week? 

Keep track of their responses and hold them accountable. 

 

Memory Verse: For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely 

incomparable eternal weight of glory (2 Corinthians 4:17 HCSB).  


