
 

 

New Believers Following Jesus 

LEADER GUIDE 
 

The following is an outline for EVERY session with new believers. 

Only “God’s Word” changes each week. Refer to the Scripture and 

points on the first page. This becomes a model small group outline that 

uses inductive Bible study methods so that the facilitator can track 

spiritual growth. New believers are encouraged to conduct their own 

study with others during the following week.  

 

OBEY: 

1. Affirmation – checkpoint – How’s it going in your relationship with Jesus? 

2. Accountability – checkpoint – Are you doing what you promised? Are you “dying to self”? 

3. Review – last week’s Scripture and Memory Verse 

4. Worship / Prayer (A.C.T.S.) 

5. Checkpoints: Acts of Obedience: Baptism, Lord’s Supper, Stewardship, Devotions 

 

STUDY: Read the passage or tell the story for this session from the text listed on the next page—one per session. 

1. Head (facts): Review the story. 

a. Learn the passage so that you can tell it as a story. 

b. Lead in a creative expression of the story (art, drama, poetry, etc.). 

2. Heart (inspiration): Stop and pray that each would hear from God. (John 16:13) 

a. What did you like about this story? 

b. Is there anything that you didn’t like or bothered you? 

c. What did you learn about God? 

d. What did you learn about people and their nature? 

e. Ask the additional discussion questions under each category on the next page. 

3. Hands: (application) 

a. What changes do you need to make? Will you? (Hold them accountable.) 

b. Who needs to hear this? Will you tell them? 

c. Memory verse for the week – discussing its meaning and  application 

 

LOVE: 

1. Relationship check—Do you need to forgive someone or be forgiven?  

2. What will help to deepen relationships and foster fellowship with those we love? 

3. How can you or we serve the church this week? 

 

TELL: 

1. Who are you boldly witnessing with (5) and praying for (5)? (Your 5+5) 

2. Who needs to know Jesus that is on your heart? How can this group help you? 

3. How can you serve others who are far from Jesus this week? 

 

Memory Verse: Help participants learn the verse in each category until they have mastered it. 
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STUDYING GOD’S WORD: Use these five different aspects for spiritual transformation among new believers. 

They are added to each of the “STUDY” portions of the Bible study leader guide listed on the first page.  

 

JESUS:  Calling disciples (Mark 1:14-20) 

 How does this story affirm your decision knowing that Jesus calls His followers? 

 How does being held accountable impact spiritual growth?  

 What does “abide” mean? How can you abide with Jesus the rest of your life? (See Memory Verse.) 

Learn the Memory Verse: John 15:5 

 

OBEY: Jesus’ Baptism (Matthew 3:1-6; 11-17) 

 Why is baptism an example and not a requirement for salvation? Set a time for baptism(s). 

 Worship: Is it possible to worship things and people besides Jesus? How can we worship Jesus? 

 Worship: How can we worship through our lives, talents, and money? Discuss surrendering everything to 

Jesus. Will you give a tithe of your income as an act of worship? 

 Prayer: The disciples talked with Jesus. Stop and pray following the A.C.T.S. acronym: Adoration, 

Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplications (needs). Will you pray with Jesus every day? 

 Memory Verse: What does it mean for you to “die to self” and follow Jesus every day? 

Learn the Memory Verse: Luke 9:23 

 

STUDY: Bereans Examine Scriptures (Acts 17:10-12) 

 Transformation: Why did Paul have a different perspective than those who had not heard of Jesus? 

 Discipleship: Why did the Bereans turn to Scripture when Paul taught them? 

 Discipleship: What example does this give you for people who teach things not in the Bible? 

 How often did the people examine Scriptures? Will you study God’s Word every day? 

Learn the Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 3:16 

 

LOVE: Faith and My Neighbor (Luke 10:25-37) 

 Fellowship: What did Jesus command His followers to do to show their faith in God? 

 Relationship: What can you do to have a good relationship with those that you know?  

 What does it mean to you to be an active, fully-engaged, church member? 

 How can you serve those in the church? Will you join the church? Will you serve them? 

Learn the Memory Verse: Luke 10:27 

 

TELL: Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-39) 

 Evangelism: How did you come to faith in Christ? Would you explain it so that others can do it, too? 

 Evangelism: Who do you know that need to hear about Jesus? List 10 people. Will you give your story of 

Jesus’ salvation (as a witness or giving a testimony) to five and pray for another five?  

 Missions: Who do you not know that needs to hear about Jesus? What barriers would you cross? 

 How can you serve others who are not followers of Jesus? 

Learn the Memory Verses: Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Checkpoints for growth: 

 Visit with each new believer in person. Share the gospel with them and their family and friends.  

 When you learn about prayer, baptism, Bible reading, etc., make sure they begin doing this. 

 After this training, decide on these options: (1) have a new believer teach this with your assistance, then 

empower them to lead it; (2) start a new small group, or (3) take steps to become a new church. 

 


