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Annual 
meeting 
attendees 
registered
As of 7:00 p.m.  
of the Tuesday  
Evening Session,  
937 messengers and  
361 visitors, representing 
417 churches, had 
registered for a total 
of 1,298 people in 
attendance during the 
177th Annual Meeting 
of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention.

Resolutions submitted for consideration
The Committee on Resolutions of the 177th Annual 
Session (2011) of the Missouri Baptist Convention 
submits this Report to the Convention.

Resolutions recommended for adoption
The Committee on Resolutions recommends that 

the Convention adopt the following resolutions:

Resolution No. 1:
On Defending the Sanctity of Life

WHEREAS, In the State of Missouri, women and 
unborn children won another pro-life victory in the 
2011 General Assembly with passage of legislation 
to curtail late term abortions passed with veto-proof 
majorities in both chambers (HB 213 and SB 65, 
2011)! And

WHEREAS, This new state law bans late term 
abortions of viable unborn children after 20-weeks 
gestation, except if a mother’s life is in physical dan-
ger or if a continuation of the pregnancy will create 
a serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical 
impairment of major bodily function, as verified by a 
second physician; and 

WHEREAS, Even in the midst of very difficult 
economic times the Missouri Legislature also con-
tinues to fund the Alternatives to Abortion program 
(A2A) through the appropriation process, in order 

to fulfill the state’s obligation to defend, protect and 
promote life from conception; and 

WHEREAS, Through the Alternatives to Abortion 
program $1,583,561 is provided for qualifying 
Pregnancy Resource Centers for services to help 
women in crisis pregnancies choose life for their 
unborn children and a variety of support services for 
mothers, fathers, and their unborn children; and

WHEREAS, The State Legislature continues to 
support Umbilical Cord Blood Banking (HB 197, 
2011) as a leading source for ethical alternative adult 
stem cell treatments and therapies by requiring the 
Dept. of Health and Senior Services to post on its 
website education about the benefits of umbilical 
cord blood banking and resources for such services; 
and

WHEREAS, This year, 2011, the Missouri State 
House of Representative has furthermore passed 
House Resolution 1826 to commend, express 
appreciation for, and communicate its support for 
the numerous Pregnancy Resource Centers and 
Maternity Homes across the State; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Missouri 
Baptist Convention meeting in 177th Annual Session 
in Osage Beach, Missouri, hereby commend, and 
express our deepest appreciation and gratitude 
towards those members of the Missouri General 
Assembly who have voted consistently to protect 
innocent human life created in the image of God; and 
be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage all Missouri 
Baptists to commit themselves to prayer and work to 
help bring an end to abortion in our state and nation. 
Life is a precious gift from God and Missouri Baptists 
can be a witness for the Gospel of Jesus Christ as we 
strive to be “salt and light” on behalf of the sanctity 
of life; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage and challenge 
all Missouri Baptists to personal and local church 
commitments and sacrifice in studying and promot-
ing Biblical literacy regarding the complete scope 
of sanctity of life issues and seek God’s direction in 
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constructive ways to promote life at every stage; and 
be it finally

RESOLVED, That we call on Missouri Baptists to 
continue to pray for our legislators; and to contact 
their State Representatives and Senators to express 
appreciation for all their efforts in support of human 
life.

Resolution No. 2:
On Homosexuality and the United States 
Military

WHEREAS, The Bible consistently teaches that 
the only acceptable practice of human sexuality is 
between a man and a woman in a monogamous, het-
erosexual marriage (Gen. 2:18-24, Matt.19:4-6, Eph. 
5:22-33); and 

WHEREAS, The Bible consistently describes 
homosexuality as sinful (Lev. 18:22, Lev. 20:13, Rom. 
1:26-27, 1 Cor. 6:9-10); and

WHEREAS, When the Bible references persons 
engaged in homosexual activity, such activity con-
sistently results in negative consequences (Gen. 19, 
Judges 19-21, Rom. 1:18-32, 1 Cor. 6:9-10); and

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Convention in 
2010 passed a resolution on Homosexuality and the 
United States Military; and

WHEREAS, In July of 2011 a U.S. Federal Appeals 
Court barred further enforcement of the U.S. 
Military’s ban on openly homosexual service mem-
bers; be it therefore

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Missouri 
Baptist Convention meeting in 177th Annual Session 
in Osage Beach, Missouri, reaffirm our commitment 
to uphold God’s biblical standard for human sexual-
ity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage Missouri Baptists 
to stand against the current national policy regarding 
persons actively practicing homosexual activity in the 
U.S. military; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage Missouri Baptists 
to support all efforts to restore biblical values with 
regard to sexuality in the military; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we express profound pride in 
and support for all chaplains serving as ministers of 
God in the armed forces in a biblically faithful man-
ner even at the risk of their career; and be it finally 

RESOLVED, That we encourage all Missouri 
Baptists to be compassionate toward homosexuals 
without compromising biblical truth (Gal. 6:1).

Resolution No. 3:
On Pornography; Church and Family

WHEREAS, Since “God created man in his own 
image” (Gen. 1:27) we consider that image to be 
sacred. Therefore each human being, having a divine 
nature, should be treated with dignity, respect and 
reverence; and

WHEREAS, Pornography is a satanic counterfeit 
of God’s perfect design for us as sexual beings that 
crassly and often cruelly exploits the physical body 
at the expense of the infinite worth of the divine soul, 
and turns that person into a commercial object of lust 
and a discarded commodity; and

WHEREAS, Pornography and the sexualizing of 
our culture continues to grow at an unprecedented 
rate, with 12% of all internet content being porno-
graphic in nature, and 35% of all internet downloads 
consisting of pornographic material, and with por-
nography revenue being larger than the combined 
revenues of all professional football, baseball, and 
basketball franchises combined (14 billion dollars in 
2010); and

WHEREAS, The anonymity of viewing pornog-
raphy via the internet has proved to be an almost 
irresistible temptation for many Christian men and 
women leading to porn addiction, marital problems, 
sexual violence, distorted views of human sexuality, 
divorce and the breakdown of families; and

WHEREAS, Of all the moral and ethical issues fac-
ing families in the 21st century, pornography is one 
of the most vicious; and

WHEREAS, Of all the moral and ethical issues fac-
ing the Church, pornography addiction is one of the 
most spiritually destructive; be it therefore

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Missouri 
Baptist Convention meeting in 177th Annual Session 
in Osage Beach, Missouri, encourage all Missouri 
Baptist churches to intensify moral education of 
church and other community members about the 
harmful effects of pornography; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage all Missouri 
Baptists who regularly use the internet to make 
themselves accountable to trusted fellow believers by 
using internet accountability/filtering software; and 
be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage parents and 
guardians to take an active role in monitoring the 
internet activities of their children; and be it finally 

RESOLVED, That we react with compassion 
toward those caught in the web of pornography 
addiction, seeking to restore them in a spirit of gen-
tleness while keeping watch over ourselves lest we 
too become tempted (Gal. 6:1). 

(continued from previous page)
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MMO  
now has  
a blog site
The executive board 
staff has launched a 
blog website to promote 
the Missouri Missions 
Offering. It is located at  
www.momissions.org.

A "blog" is a news page 
on the home page of 
the website. It will keep 
you updated throughout 
the year about who is 
benefiting from your 
gifts through the MMO 
offering. Whenever a new 
post is added to the blog, 
it automatically sends 
an update to the MMO 
fan page at Facebook, so 
make sure to visit and 
"Like" the page next time 
you are on Facebook!

The blog site also 
includes resources that 
you can download to help 
you promote the offering 
in your church, and links 
to current videos that 
focus on several featured 
MMO ministries.
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Resolution No. 4:
On Pornography and Government

WHEREAS, The United States Attorney General 
Eric Holder, in April of 2011, disbanded the 
Obscenity Prosecution Task Force; and 

WHEREAS, Missouri is one of only ten states that 
requires filtering for minors accessing the internet in 
both public libraries and schools (Rs. Mo. 182.827); be 
it therefore

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Missouri 
Baptist Convention meeting in 177th Annual Session 
in Osage Beach, Missouri, call upon the Department 
of Justice of the United States to vigorously enforce 
federal obscenity laws against commercial distribu-
tors of hard-core pornography, and to re-establish the 
Obscenity Prosecution Task Force; and be it also

RESOLVED, that we express our appreciation and 
gratitude to the Missouri State Legislature for pro-
tecting minors from internet pornography.

Resolution No. 5:
On American Law for Missouri Courts

WHEREAS, The rapidly changing religious diver-
sity in the United States makes it important to reas-
sert what Baptists have affirmed historically about 
complete religious liberty for all persons and a free 
church in a free state; and

WHEREAS, God has made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 
having determined allotted periods and the boundar-
ies of their dwelling place (Acts 17:26); and

WHEREAS, The Bible clearly affirms that all 
human beings, both men and women, are created 
in God’s image and have equal value and dignity in 
God’s sight (Gen. 1:27, Gal. 3:28, 1 Pet. 3:7); and

WHEREAS, Our Lord Jesus Christ condemned 
racial and ethnic discrimination (Luke 10:25-27); and

WHEREAS, God has established civil government 
for the good of all people (Rom. 13:1-4, 1 Pet. 2:13-17); 
be it therefore

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Missouri 
Baptist Convention meeting in 177th Annual Session 
in Osage Beach, Missouri, affirm our desire to main-
tain American Constitutional Law for Missouri 
courts; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we oppose the imposition of 
any system of jurisprudence by which people of dif-
ferent faiths, different genders, or different ethnicities 
do not enjoy the same legal rights; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we oppose the imposition of 
any system of jurisprudence that denies basic human 

rights and/or promotes cruel and unusual punish-
ment; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we oppose the imposition of 
any system of jurisprudence that provides for the 
unethical treatment of women; and be it finally 

RESOLVED, That we oppose the imposition of 
any system of jurisprudence that denies individuals 
the freedoms accorded to citizens in the Bill of Rights.

Resolution No. 6:
On SBC Name Change Task Force

WHEREAS, Southern Baptist Convention 
President Bryant Wright has appointed a Presidential 
Task Force to study the prospect of changing the 
name of the Southern Baptist Convention; and

WHEREAS, The task force is currently receiving 
input from members of cooperating Southern Baptist 
churches; be it therefore

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Missouri 
Baptist Convention meeting in 177th Annual Session 
in Osage Beach, Missouri, encourage all Missouri 
Baptists to contact the Name Change Task Force 
members individually or through their website at 
“Pray4SBC.com.”

Resolution No. 7:
Courtesy to Express Appreciation  

WHEREAS, The officers, committees, and staff 
of the Executive Board of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention have, through their preparation, labor, 
and spirit, contributed to a successful convention; 
and

WHEREAS, The members of the Local 
Arrangement Committee along with the staff of 
Lamine Baptist Association, have made every effort 
to make our stay in this area comfortable; and

WHEREAS, Tan-Tar-A Resort has assisted with 
preparations and have made their excellent facilities 
and competent staff available in hosting this meeting; 
be it therefore

RESOLVED, That we, the messengers to the 177th 
Annual Session of the Missouri Baptist Convention 
meeting in Osage Beach, Missouri, express our grate-
ful appreciation to the staff of the Executive Board 
and to the officers and committees of the Missouri 
Baptist Convention for an excellent and orderly pro-
gram and for their leadership in these convention ses-
sions; be it further

RESOLVED, That we express our sincere appre-
ciation to the members of the Local Arrangements 
Committee; and to the staff of the Lamine Baptist 

(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

Special 
thank yous 
given
The MBC Executive 
Board and staff expresses 
appreciation to the 
following groups and 
individuals for their help 
in making this year’s 
annual meeting run 
smoothly.

Rosa Powell, Sales 
Manager, Tan-Tar-A 
Resort, and Dean 
Belezos, Director of 
Catering Sales, Tan-Tar-A 
Resort, for coordination 
and provision of our 
annual meeting space, 
furnishings and services.

Betsy Dudenhafer 
and Greg Meeker of 
Brown Printing, Jefferson 
City, Mo., for quality 
and timely printing and 
delivery of the  
Bulletin & Book of 
Reports and the daily 
Business Updates.

The daily Business 
Updates are printed 
overnight and delivered 
to the annual meeting by 
the start of the morning 
session each day of the 
annual meeting.
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Association, whose thorough preparation and hos-
pitality have contributed greatly to the comfort and 
convenience of the messengers and visitors of the 
convention; and be it finally

RESOLVED, We thank Tan-Tar-A Resort for 
their hospitality and help during this session of the 
Missouri Baptist Convention.

DISPOSITION OF RESOLUTIONS
The Committee on Resolutions took the following 

actions respecting disposition of resolutions submit-
ted by messengers to the Convention, the subject 
matters of which are addressed in the resolutions rec-
ommended for adoption:

Resolution submitted by Charles Cross on 
Name Change of Southern Baptist Convention, see 
Resolution No. 6.

Resolution submitted by David Krueger on 
Pornography, see Resolution No. 3 & 4.

Resolution submitted by Gary Lanning on Gays in 
the Military, see Resolution No. 2.

Resolution submitted by Justin Mosher on 
American Law for Missouri Courts, see Resolution 
No. 5.

RESOLUTIONS NOT REPORTED OUT
The Committee on Resolutions does not report out 

the following resolution submitted by: Carol Wessel 
Boyer on Defending the Sanctity of Life because 
she is not a registered messenger. However, the 
Committee on Resolutions in consultation with the 
Christian Life Commission adopted this resolution as 
part of their report, see Resolution No. 1.

Respectfully submitted, Committee on Resolutions
Rev. Ron Foley (chairman), First Baptist Church, 

Stockton; Ms. Tammie Andrews, Nashua Baptist 
Church, Kansas City; Rev. Nathan Argent, First 
Baptist Church, Salisbury; and Rev. Jeff Cox, Patee 
Park Baptist Church, St. Joseph.

(continued from previous page)

Continuing Review Committee 
to propose clarified amendment
n As explained in Tuesday’s bulletin, the Continuing 
Review Committee will propose a clarified version 
of proposed Constitutional Amendment 2 on page 51 
of the Book of Reports. The proposal for debate and 
vote at the 2011 Annual Meeting is:

The Committee on Continuing Review recommends 
the following proposed amendment to the Constitution 
of the Missouri Baptist Convention (change shown in 
bold italics and underlined): 

 2. That Article IV, Section 1 of the Constitution 
of the Missouri Baptist Convention be 
amended by making the following change: 

  Any Southern Baptist church singly aligned 
with the Convention and desiring to cooper-
ate with the Convention in her program of 
single alignment with the Southern Baptist 
Convention and any Baptist church meeting 
the qualifications stated in Section 2 shall 
be entitled to one messenger for every one 
hundred members or fraction thereof, or 
for every $2,500.00 given to the Convention 
through the Cooperative Program, or min-
istries and agencies of the Missouri 
Baptist Convention. Messengers shall be 
members of the Missouri Baptist Convention 
churches that elect them.

Become a Covenant Church!
Contact the Evangelism Office for more info

800-736-6227, ext. 650 / 651
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CredentialsCredentials Committee gives report
(Corrected from Tuesday Business Update)

n The MBC Credentials Committee reported to the 
Convention on Monday evening and made the fol-
lowing report/recommendations:
The MBC Credentials Committee reported to the 
Convention on Monday evening and made the fol-
lowing report/recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS:
 1. According to the governing documents of 

the convention, specifically the Credentials 
Committee Rules and Procedures, the committee 
recommends the churches listed on page 27 of 
the Bulletin & Book of Reports be granted member-
ship in the Missouri Baptist Convention:

 2. According to the governing document of 
the convention, specifically the Credentials 
Committee Rules and Procedures, the commit-
tee recommends the churches listed on page 
27 of the Bulletin & Book of Reports be removed 
from the list of member churches in the Missouri 
Baptist Convention. These churches are being 
removed because they have either requested 
removal or they have disbanded.

 3. The chairman presented the following amend-
ment to the Credentials Committee Rules and 
Procedures:

The Missouri Baptist Convention Credentials 
Committee recommends the following pro-
posed amendment to the Credentials Committee 

Rules and Procedures of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention (deleted wording shown with strik-
ethrough), changes shown in bold italics and 
underlined).

 9. Any church which: 
 a. contributes to the work of the Missouri 

Baptist Convention through the 
Cooperative Program on at least an annual 
basis through the Cooperative Program or 
to the ministries or agencies of the MBC, 
and

 b. does not belong to or contribute financially 
to the work of any other state conven-
tion or organization which serves and/
or acts as a state convention in the State of 
Missouri shall be “singly aligned” with the 
Missouri Baptist Convention.

  President John Marshall referred discussion 
and vote on the amendment until 10:35 a.m. on 
Wednesday during Discussion of Miscellaneous 
Business.

 4. The chairman made the following recommenda-
tion:

  In light of potential changes to the Credentials 
Committee Rules and Procedures, the commit-
tee recommends that the messengers of the 2011 
Annual Meeting of the MBC offers grace to those 
affiliated churches which have not contributed 
to the work of the Missouri Baptist Convention 
through the Cooperative Program in the previ-
ous year.
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Motions

2010-2011 deceased ministers list additions

Name Church Association

Gerald Bruner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Immanuel Baptist Church . . . . . . . . Howell
Gerald Green  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .FBC Lathrop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Heartland
Burnell Lewis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Providence Baptist Church . . . . . . . Grand Crossings
Jim Swearingen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Immanuel Baptist Church . . . . . . . . Howell

Listed below are additions to the list of  
2010-2011 deceased ministers printed in the 

Bulletin & Book of Reports. These are additions 
received by MBC staff during the annual meeting.

Wesley Hammond, first vice president, lead 
the annual memorial prayer service honoring 
deceased Missouri Baptist ministers at 3:00 p.m. in 
yesterday's Tuesday afternoon session.

Motions submitted  
for consideration
The Committee on Order of Business recommends 
that the following motion be referred to the MBC 
Executive Board, because it is within the Board’s 
purview.

Motion No. 1
Submitted by Kent Cochran, Messenger, Calvary 
Baptist Church, Republic, Mo.

I move, that the President elected at this MBC 
177th Convention bring a reporter (or cause to be 
brought) to the MBC Executive Board meeting 
in December, 2011 regarding the partnership the 
MBC and MBTS had in financing and establishing 
a Professor, Chair of Evangelism, at Midwestern 
Seminary in Kansas City, Mo. Starting in __________, 
Missouri Baptists gave $100,000.00 a year for five (5) 
years, to be matched by Midwestern Seminary, to 
establish this Chair of Evangelism at a $1 million dol-
lar endowment.

Become a Covenant Church!
Contact the Evangelism Office for more info

800-736-6227, ext. 650 / 651

Preacher Committee 
submits names
n During today’s session, the Committee on 
Convention Preacher will make recommendations on 
who will preach at next year’s MBC annual meeting.

The committee will recommend that Kenny 
Qualls, pastor, First Baptist Church, Arnold, preach 
the annual sermon during the 2012 meeting in  
St. Louis.

The recommended alternate will be Tim Cowin, 
pastor, The Rock Church, St. Louis.

Committee chairman is Clyde Chiles, FBC, 
Centralia. Other members are Gary Aubuchon, 
Mt. Olive, Piedmont, and Lucy Purvis, FBC, 
Herculaneum-Pevely.
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BusinessCommittee on Committees gives final report
TO REPORT AT 2012 ANNUAL MEETING  
FOR 2013 PREACHER 

Committee on Convention Preacher
 1. Andy Chambers (M), West County Community, 

Chairman
 2. Joy Caldwell (L), FBC, Arnold
 3. Justin Mosher (M), Fifth Street, Hannibal

TO SERVE AT 2012 ANNUAL MEETING, ST. LOUIS

Committee on Resolutions
 1. Jason Davis (M), Bethany, Sikeston, Chairman
 2. Howell Burkhead (M), FBC, Houston
 3. Boone Middleton (M), Golden Avenue, 

Springfield
 4. Darrel Payne (L), Cornerstone, Sedalia
 5. Leslie Thayer (L), Ozark, Houston

Committee on Enrollment
 1. Bill Curp (M), DOM, Jefferson Baptist 

Association, Chairman
 2. Terry Coker (M), FBC, Fenton
 3. Cynthia Little (L), Florissant Valley

Credentials Committee

Term Expiring 2014
 1. Charlie Dawson (L), Sturgeon
 2. Chance Glenn (M), Atlanta

  Chairman: Gary Mathes (M), Green Valley, St. 
Joseph (2012)

  Others serving on the Credentials Committee
  Terry Buster (M), FBC, Palmyra (2012)
  Doug Austin (L), Bethany, Cape Girardeau 

(2013)
  Jule Maskrod (M), Patterson (2013  

Committee on Order of Business 

Term Expiring 2014
 1. Jim Breeden (M), DOM, St. Louis Metro 
 2. Travis Edwards (M), Orchard Crest, Republic

  Chairman: Glenn Scott (M), FBC, Tarkio (2012)

  Others serving on the Committee on Order of 
Business

  Darrell Critten (L), FBC, Gallatin (2012) 
  Kevin Dodd (M), Grant Avenue, Springfield 

(2013)
  Sharon Paris (L), Richland, Kingdom City (2013)

Committee on Continuing Review

Term Expiring 2014
 1. Mark DeShon (M), Immanuel, Moberly
 2. David Sheppard (M), FBC, Ballwin

  Chairman: David Sheppard

  Others serving on the Committee  
on Continuing Review

  Gary Burchett (M), Frederick Blvd., St. Joseph 
(2012)

  Kevin Farr (M), FBC, Steelville (2012)
  Reta Gaither (L), FBC, Houston (2013)
  Jim McNiell (L), FBC, Houston (2013)

TO SERVE AT 2012 ANNUAL MEETING, ST. LOUIS

Committee on Local Arrangements
 1. Pat Rankin (M), Have Bible Will Travel, St. Louis 

(replacing Ken Klaus who resigned)

TO SERVE AT 2013 ANNUAL MEETING, KANSAS CITY

Committee on Local Arrangements
 1. Rodney Hammer (M), DOM, Blue River/Kansas 

City Association, Chairman
 2. John Mark Clifton (M), Wornall Road, Kansas 

City
 3. Trent Skaggs (L), FBC, North Kansas City
 4. James Freeman (L), Country Meadows, 

Independence
 5. Don Kendall (L), Park Hill, Kansas City
 6. Joe Nelson (M), Northland, Kansas City
 7. Larry Heenan (M), Spring Valley, Raytown
 8. Scott Gordon (M), Claycomo, Kansas City




