Charter of the
Missouri Baptist Convention
The Messengers and the undersigned Officers of the Missouri Baptist Convention, who
are natural persons of the age of eighteen years or more, adopt the following Articles of
Agreement, which are hereby declared to be the Charter of the Missouri Baptist
Convention:
Article I
NAME & DURATION
The name of the corporation is: Missouri Baptist Convention. The period of duration of the
corporation is perpetual.
Article II
COMPOSITION & MEETINGS
The Missouri Baptist Convention ("MBC") is composed of Messengers who are members
of affiliated Baptist churches in cooperation with the MBC and the Southern
Baptist Convention (“SBC”), as provided in the MBC Constitution and Bylaws. The
MBC holds a meeting of Messengers at least annually to conduct MBC business. The
time, place, and manner of such meeting is determined by the Messengers, or otherwise
provided in the MBC’s Constitution and Bylaws. Messengers do not vote by proxy.
Article III
PURPOSE STATEMENT
A. It is the purpose of the MBC to provide a general organization for Baptists, primarily
in the State of Missouri, who cooperate with the SBC, and such other associations and
affiliations as the MBC deems appropriate; for the promotion of Christian missions at
home and abroad; to serve Great Commission churches for the glory of God; and such
other religious, missionary, benevolent, charitable, or educational purposes as the
Messengers determine. It adopts all necessary regulations for the conduct of its
business not inconsistent with this Charter, including, without limitation, a Constitution
and Bylaws.
B. The Corporation is organized and operates exclusively for religious purposes as a
convention of churches appointing Messengers, and not for the private benefit of any
person. No part of the net earnings of the MBC shall inure to the benefit of or be
distributable to any private person, including officers, employees, or agents of the
MBC, except that the MBC is authorized and empowered to pay reasonable

compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in
furtherance of the religious purposes set forth in this Charter, the Constitution, or the
Bylaws.
C. Nothing in the Charter, Constitution, Bylaws, and other governing documents of the
MBC requires the MBC, its officers, agents, or affiliated churches to follow any civil
law, rule, or ruling that requires any act or omission that violates Scripture or any
religious belief or practice based on Scripture, according to their religious conscience,
or that violates the right of Religious Freedom and Free Exercise which God has
granted to all people and which the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was
intended to protect.
Article IV
OFFICERS
The Officers of the MBC are defined in its Constitution and Bylaws. Except as provided in the
Constitution and Bylaws, such Officers must be elected by the Messengers.
Article V
AMENDMENTS
This Charter may be amended at any meeting of the MBC by a two-thirds (2/3) vote,
provided that the text of the proposed amendment has been introduced at the previous
Annual Meeting. Any proposed amendment by a Messenger, upon introduction and being
seconded, stands referred to the Executive Board for examination and hearing on such
amendment and a report and recommendation to the Convention at the next Annual
Meeting. Amendments originated by the Executive Board must be approved by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of the entire Board. Before MBC action, the proposed amendment(s) are
published on the official website of the MBC at least thirty (30) days prior to the Annual
Meeting. Amendments are then filed with government agencies as required by Chapter 352,
RS Mo, as amended.
Article VI
DISSOLUTION
In the event of dissolution, the net assets of the corporation will be distributed to the
Southern Baptist Convention, or as otherwise directed by the MBC Messengers by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote, to one or more Southern Baptist associations, churches, or religious organizations of
the same or similar religious purpose.

