
Day 1: Collegiate Summer Missions  A summer of service
Reid Echelmeier took a break from college courses over the summer, but he learned life 
lessons serving as a collegiate summer missionary with Believers Church. “Summer Missions 
taught me not to do ministry in order to improve myself but because I love God and love 
people,” he says. “And it helped lay down my pride and let others serve me as well.” 

Collegiate Summer Missions enables college students to live as missionaries during their 
summer break. Leaders in Missouri Baptist churches and associations mentor these students 
to be leaders and disciple makers.

Alicea Castillo served with Bethel Association and discovered a call to international missions. 
Makenzie Smith, summer missionary with Paradise Outfitters Ministries, shares, “I have always 
known how important missions is, but after this summer I want missions to be a high priority 
in my life.”

Pray for:
* Summer missionaries as they live on mission for Christ, and the Missouri children, teens, 
 and adults who benefit from their ministry

* Mentors preparing to serve with and disciple summer missionaries

Day 2: Developing Church Multipliers and Sending Churches 
The multiplier effect
When Joshua Hedger began serving as a church planter, he received no assessment or 
training. Today, he’s working to make sure others have a better experience. Emmaus Church 
in Kansas City has a vision to see churches multiplied, which requires men to be called and 
trained to lead the new bodies. “Our people know that many of them will be sent out by us 
some day to help multiply churches,” says Hedger, a pastor at Emmaus.

Emmaus began a two-year residency program to train pastors. It includes intense reading 
and writing, monthly training meetings, attending elders’ meetings, and hands-on training 
in ministry and missions. These residents one day will pastor churches that in turn become 
multiplying churches.

The Missouri Baptist Convention assists Emmaus with training resources and a missions 
partnership in Italy. Across the state, MBC provides strategy-based resources for discipling, 
coaching, and mentoring church multipliers, missionary wives, and sending churches. 
Together, they seek to fulfill the Great Commission to reach the nations.

Pray for:
* Every church in Missouri to hear the call to multiply

* Church planters to be encouraged in their work by seeing lives and communities 
 transformed with the gospel

Day 3: Disaster Relief  Hope, help, and healing
Just days after Christmas 2015, heavy rains soaked eastern and southern Missouri, damaging 
an estimated 5,000 homes. Almost as quickly, Missouri Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers were 
on the scene bringing hope, help, and healing. Volunteers served hot meals in the bitter cold, 
opened shower trailers, and cleaned out flooded houses. 

They arrived at one couple’s home to find a very distraught wife and an angry husband. As 
the trained volunteers scooped out mud, they shared the love of Christ and the mood in the 
home changed. When they presented a Bible to the couple, he broke down in tears. “I want 
you to know that I prayed for help and God sent you,” he said.

God has sent Disaster Relief volunteers around the world to share His love with those in 
desperate need. Chainsaw and mud out crews, feeding and shower units, and chaplains have 
provided life-saving and soul-saving service.

Pray for:
* People and families to whom Disaster Relief volunteers have ministered in the St. Louis area

* Volunteers to have flexibility with their work and family commitments to be able to respond  

 to disasters

Day 4: Sports Evangelism  Reaching children through sports
“I’m so glad they didn’t give up on him.”

The fourth grader attended activities at the church but resisted discipline or getting close to 
anyone. Then, Sports Crusaders led a basketball camp and the boy connected with one of 
the student leaders. By the end of the week, the youngster received Christ and his life has 
taken on a new trajectory.

Sports Crusaders reaches more than 2,000 children across Missouri every summer. Student 
missionaries coach athletic skills, lead devotions, and model Christian living. In 2016, Sports 
Crusaders also conducted a tournament in Mexico.

Bryan Evans led basketball and soccer camps in inner cities. The team was warned of the 
challenges, but they found God at work. “We would like to be sent to the places that no one 
else wants to go,” he says. “These camps are so worth the risk. This is what Sports Crusaders 
is all about: reaching people through sports in such a way to potentially change their lives for 
the better.” 

Pray for:
* Local churches to mentor and disciple children reached 
 through Sports Crusaders 

* Sports Crusaders missionaries returning to college to 
 continue their ministry



Day 5: Multiplying Great Commission Churches  
From Missouri to the world
“Jesus in the Great Commission tells us to make disciples,” says Joshua Hartley, lead pastor 
at Freshwater Church in Jefferson City. “Missions is disciple-making.” 

After learning from the MBC about partnership opportunities in Mexico, the church began 
working in the city of Tepeaca. Members traveled to share the gospel through home 
evangelism and Bible studies, as well as Vacation Bible School. Through this partnership, 
dozens of people have trusted Jesus. Lives have been changed at Freshwater as well.

“Our people realize that if they are obedient, they can be a part of something bigger than 
any one life, and they can have a direct influence on individuals choosing to follow Christ,” 
says Hartley. As the partnership with Mexico draws to an end, the congregation is beginning 
a mission in London and also partners with a church planter in Iowa.

Pray for:
* Congregations to partner with church plants in New York and other areas

* Hearts open to the gospel along the Heartland Interstate 29 corridor

Day 6: Church Revitalization  Bringing new life
The church in a small Missouri town once had a vibrant ministry, but a series of events 
including health problems affecting the pastor caused membership to decline and debt to 
climb. The congregation reached out to the Church Revitalization ministry of the Missouri 
Baptist Convention. The MBC arranged for a transitional pastor who served for a year and a 
half, guiding the church through an assessment and developing a vision for the future. This 
spring, the congregation called a full-time pastor.

Revitalization is neither an easy or quick process, explains Gary Mathes, pastoral ministries 
specialist. It begins with honestly identifying the state of the church, then prioritizing 
immediate needs and a strategic planning process. Through support of the Missouri Missions 
Offering, a free download is available to help any church get started. When a church that is 
dying gets revitalized, it brings new life to the lost of the community.
.

Pray for:
* Missouri pastors to be engaged in personal renewal that leads to corporate renewal

* Churches in need of revitalization to begin the process

Day 7: Missouri Baptist Children’s Home  Transformed by love
Katie had never been taught what real love is, so she sought self-worth in the attention of 
boys. At age 15, she ended up without a place to live. Katie spent several days at a residential 
center in Joplin, sobbing because she wanted a place to belong.

The Missouri Baptist Children’s Home (MBCH) heard her cries. They found a Christian foster 
family for Katie. Within four months, her life was dramatically transformed – from a C student 
to one pulling down A’s and B’s; from a girl sneaking out in questionable attire to one who 
now insists on modest dress; and from a girl without a home to one who wishes to be 
adopted and calls this family her own.

The MBCH ministers to children in crisis. Requests continue to grow for services that include 
group homes, teen mothers, transitional housing, and rescue from human trafficking.

Pray for:
* Foster families to open their hearts and homes to care for children

* Redemption for those rescued from human trafficking

Day 8: Missouri Baptist Builders  Building a legacy
The call comes. Missouri Baptist Builders answer.

Recently, a call for help came from Edmondson Baptist Church. The pastor’s daughter had 
been paralyzed in a car accident and the parsonage could not accommodate her wheelchair. 
Missouri Baptist Builders picked up their saws and hammers, and within a week they erected 
the walls and roof of a remodeled home.

This volunteer network beats with a servant’s heart and is supported by the Missouri Missions 
Offering. The Builders also construct church facilities, build showers and storage at the state’s 
disaster relief center, and rebuild homes struck by disaster. At one site, as they labored at a 
home that had been flooded, they also built a relationship with an older gentleman who lived 
there with his daughter and son-in-law. The man was saved and just a few weeks later passed 
away.

These builders labor for an eternal difference. 

Pray for:
* Physical and spiritual vitality for the volunteers

* Openings for the gospel through rebuilding projects


