
Welcome to the Traction: Living in Sync with 
God program. This Leader Preparation Guide 
will help you make significant traction in 
your church during the four-week emphasis.

LIVING IN SYNC WITH GODLIVING IN SYNC WITH GOD

WEEK 1> Remember

WEEK 2> Respond

WEEK 3> Return

WEEK 4> Rejoice



raction: Living in Sync with God offers an 
opportunity for people to make significant 

progress in their journey with the Lord! When 
a church decides to participate in the Traction: 
Living in Sync with God emphasis, members will 
be given the opportunity to remember, respond, 
return, and rejoice by realigning with the Lord.
 Dr. Ken Hemphill stated the following biblical 
truths so well in the first Traction insert that 
we include it here to set the tone for the entire 
Traction program:

 Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets, 
wrote his message about four hundred years before the 
coming of Christ. Here we read of a time God’s people 
had lost traction. 
 In Malachi’s account, we see God’s people in the 
midst of a spiritual malaise. They were going through 
the motions required by the Law, but their hearts were 
not in it. God had warned them to guard His temple 
(1:11). But they had become bored and apathetic with 
their spiritual lives, even though they were privileged 
to worship the One True God. They began to question 
the value of serving and obeying God (3:14).
 Their spiritual apathy caused them to bring blind, 
lame, and sick animals for sacrifices (1:8). Families 
were also in disarray—men were divorcing their wives 
and marrying pagan women (2:11–15). And there was 
a general neglect of God’s social order, so they were 
exploiting their neighbors for personal gain (3:5). 

 Simply stated: The people were out of sync with 
God, and they had lost traction in their lives. Israel was 
pressing the accelerator of religious activity but they 
were making no progress in spiritual matters.
 In spite of Israel’s failure, God declared His  
great love for Israel and promised to bring restoration 
and blessing. The opening affirmation of this book 
says it all! “I have loved you” (1:2, Holman Christian 
Standard Bible) is in the Hebrew perfect tense, 
signifying that God’s love is a completed action.  
And because of His love, He would help them  
regain traction. 
 God gave explicit instructions. “Bring the full 10 
percent into the storehouse” (3:10a, HCSB). Why 
did God begin with something as simple as the tithe? 
First, God understood that man’s greatest desire—self-
preservation—can become his greatest sin. It can lead 
to a self-centered life. Second, God wanted man to 
remember that He is sovereign over all of life. 
 Are you wanting to gain spiritual traction? Try 
God’s solution! Therein will you be restored.

 With Dr. Hemphill’s overview in mind, this 
Traction emphasis will help churches lead their 
people into greater spiritual traction. The Traction 
emphasis includes every component needed for 
conducting this church-wide series over a four-
week period. The Leader Preparation Guide 
will outline how to prepare for and implement a 
successful Traction emphasis.

A DEFINING EXPERIENCE OF TRACTION
Traction: Living in Sync with God

Malachi 3:10, 12

“ ‘Bring the full 10 percent into the storehouse so that there may be food in My house.  
Test Me in this way,’ says the LORD of Hosts. ‘See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven  
and pour out a blessing for you without measure. . . . Then all the nations will consider you 

fortunate, for you will be a delightful land,’ says the LORD of Hosts.”

T



EIGHT WEEKS AHEAD 
Build Excitement in Your Church
•	 	Become	familiar	with	Traction: Living in Sync with God	resources	by	

looking	at	the	Leader	Preparation	Guide	for	Using	Traction: Living in 
Sync with God	Resources	in	the	Resource	Folder;	you	could	also	view	
what’s	available	in	this	program	on	the	CD	and	DVD.

•		 	Involve	worship	leaders,	teachers,	and/or	small	group	leaders	in	the	
process	to	determine	the	resources	to	use	and	how	the	responsibilities	
should	be	divided	among	the	Traction	team—which	will	help	in	
holding	each	other	accountable	for	the	tasks	that	must	be	done.	
Expect	the	excitement	to	grow	throughout	the	emphasis	(there	are	
four	weeks	of	age-graded	lessons,	a	special	theme	song,	and	four	
drama	sketches	included).

•		 	Set	dates	for	the	Traction: Living in Sync with God emphasis	on	the	
church	calendar.

SIX WEEKS AHEAD
Organize Materials and Gather Resources
•		 	Order	the	appropriate Traction: Living in Sync with God	resources.
•		 	If	you	plan	to	use	the	special	age-graded	lessons,	make	copies	of	the	

lessons	for	each	leader	and	prepare	them	to	use	the	lessons	on	the	
calendar	date	set.

•	 	The	pastor	and	worship	leaders	should	be	preparing	for	their	part	of	
the	emphasis,	such	as	enlisting	people	to	share	testimonies,	using	the	
theme	song	and	the	dramas,	and	preparing	the	sermons.

THREE WEEKS AHEAD
Planning and Preparation
•	 	The	pastor	should	prepare	the	four	sermons	for	the	emphasis		

and	then	determine	whether	to	use	PowerPoint;	the	pastor	should	
work	with	the	media	person	to	be	keyed	to	use	the	PowerPoint	
sermon	presentations.

•	 	The	worship	leader	should	work	with	the	choir	or	special	music	
group	to	introduce	the Traction: Living in Sync with God	song,	titled	
“Remember	Our	God,”	to	the	church	for	use	throughout	the	emphasis.

•	 Plan	a	high-attendance	day	in	all	of	your	services.

TWO WEEKS AHEAD
Display the Resources 
•		 	Display	Traction: Living in Sync with God	posters	throughout	the	

building.
•		 	Involve	the	congregation	by	announcing	the	significance	and	purpose	

of	the	emphasis	from	the	pulpit	and	through	bulletins,	newsletters,	
and	church	Web	sites	to	encourage	members	to	pray	for	the	Lord	to	
use	the	emphasis	to	change	lives.

•	 Mail	Letter	One	to	all	members.

ONE WEEK AHEAD
Send Reminder Notes to Everyone
•	 	Make	sure	the	office	has	the	four	inserts	for	the	weekly	bulletins.
•	 	Remind	teachers	and	other	leaders	about	the	special	lessons	to	be	

taught	on	Sundays	One,	Two,	Three,	and	Four.
•	 	Prepare	to	mail	Letter	Two	and	the	commitment	card/envelope	to	all	

members	on	the	Monday	following	Sunday	One.
•	 	Prepare	to	include	the	four	newsletter	drop-in	ads	during	the	

successive	weeks	of	Week	One,	Two,	Three,	and	Four.
•	 	On	the	Sunday	before	Sunday	One,	use	the	DVD	to	promote	

Traction: Living in Sync with God.

Sunday One: Remember Him
Resources
•	 	Sunday	One	Bulletin	Insert:	When	We	Remember	Him
•	 	Sunday	One	Drama:	Better	Than	Nothing
•	 	Sunday	One	Sermon:	God	Offers	Spiritual	Traction	When	We	

Remember	Him
•	 Traction	Song:	“Remember	Our	God”
•	 	Sunday	One	Lessons:	special	age-graded	lessons	taught	in	all	classes

Notes
•	 High-attendance	day	in	all	services
•	 	Personal	Testimony:	Have	someone	share	a	testimony	regarding	the	

difference	God’s	promises	have	made	in	his	or	her	life	to	keep	them	
from	slipping

Sunday Two: Respond in Faithfulness
Resources
•	 	Sunday	Two	Bulletin	Insert:	When	We	Respond	in	Faithfulness
•	 	Sunday	Two	Drama:	As	Long	as	They	Give
•	 	Sunday	Two	Sermon:	God	Offers	Spiritual	Traction	When	We	

Respond	in	Faithfulness
•	 Traction	Song:	“Remember	Our	God”
•	 	Sunday	Two	Lessons:	special	age-graded	lessons	taught	in	all	classes

Notes
•	 	Personal	Testimony:	Have	someone	share	a	tithing	testimony	and	how	

such	a	plan	keeps	you	on	track	with	your	giving
•	 Distribute	envelopes/commitment	cards

Sunday Three: Return to Blessedness
Resources
•	 	Sunday	Three	Bulletin	Insert:	When	We	Return	to	Blessedness
•	 Sunday	Three	Drama:	Test	Me
•	 	Sunday	Three	Sermon:	God	Offers	Spiritual	Traction	When	We	

Return	to	Blessedness
•	 Traction	Song:	“Remember	Our	God”
•	 	Sunday	Three	Lessons:	special	age-graded	lessons	taught	in		

all	classes

Notes
•	 	Personal	Testimony:	Have	someone	share	the	connection	between	

faithful	giving	and	God’s	blessing	
•	 	Distribute	the	Traction	Tithe	Commitment	Card	(have	members	

complete	and	place	in	usual	envelope)

Sunday Four: Rejoice in Him
Resources
•	 	Sunday	Four	Bulletin	Insert:	When	We	Rejoice	in	Him
•	 Sunday	Four	Drama:	Threats
•	 	Sunday	Four	Sermon:	God	Offers	Spiritual	Traction	When	We	

Rejoice	in	Him
•	 Traction	Song:	“Remember	Our	God”
•	 	Sunday	Four	Lessons:	special	age-graded	lessons	taught	in	all	classes

Notes
•	 	Personal	Testimony:	Have	someone	share	a	testimony	of	how	faithful	

stewardship	makes	a	difference	in	the	Cooperative	Program	missions	
throughout	the	world	or	consider	showing	one	of	the TOGETHER, We 
Are	videos

•	 	Announce	results	of	the	Traction	offering	and	commitments



Traction: Living in  
Sync with God Four Traction Bulletin Inserts

Traction DVD Video 
Introduction

Traction: Living in Sync with God
22” by 17” Poster/Guide

Traction CD which includes
PDF resources and other files


