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Welcome to another edition of The Stewardship Journal! I'm excited about this edition as we are premiering
the first of many posts from MBC pastors like you. Today Brad Delaughter, lead pastor of FBC Desoto, writes
on The Joy of Giving. Brad shares three ways to make biblical stewardship a part of the culture of the
church. I believe you will benefit greatly from the advice Brad shares with us.
Look for future posts and interviews from churches and pastors leading the stewardship charge. Do you have
something to say or share about stewardship? This is your chance! We want to hear from you about what is
working in your church. If you are interested, send an email to Rob Phillips at rphillips@mobaptist.org.
Now here is a preview of what else you can expect in the pages that follow.
The Stewardship Coach, Mark Brooks, pauses sharing about the key lanes we need for building a
stewardship platform to talk about the Easter offering. Did you know we are only eight weeks from Easter?
Mark's post, entitled Using the Easter Offering to Increase Stewardship at Your Church, gives a defense of
why we should plan out our Easter offering; as well as tips on how to make your Easter offering effective.
Bonus Section - In this week's Bonus Section, you will find a vision worksheet for planning out your Easter
offering. Tools like this help you better prepare for your Easter offering.
Offering Talk - Each week, we provide you with an offering talk to help your members' worship experience.
Today's is set for Valentine's Day next Sunday and is entitled The Heart and the Cross.
Let us know how The Stewardship Journal is impacting you. We want to highlight the great stories of
stewardship happening all across our state. Your story could be just what another pastor or church leader
needs to hear. Let us hear from you!
Advancing the Gospel!

Dr. John Yeats
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The Joy of Giving
Brad Delaughter, Lead Pastor, FBC DeSoto
When the issue of finances, specifically giving, comes up in the church, many pastors and leaders shy away
from the topic. If responsible biblical stewardship is discussed too frequently, members may get upset, stop
giving, or leave the church altogether. Consequently, many pastors fail to speak regularly on biblical
stewardship and in doing so, rob the church and its members of the blessings that come from faithful,
systematic, and sacrificial giving. Pastors can confidently approach the subject of giving, knowing biblical
stewardship is an integral part of the discipleship process.
In hard financial times there may be a tendency to avoid promoting giving, but this is not the example the
apostle Paul sets for the church. Writing to the church at Corinth, in 2 Corinthians Chapter 8, Paul urges the
Corinthian believers to give to the mission of the Jerusalem church. As a defense for his appeal, Paul provides
two models for giving. First, Paul references the church in Macedonia. The church at Macedonia begged Paul
for the opportunity to give to the Jerusalem church because they understood their giving to be a natural act of
devotion and care between believers. They viewed their giving as helping them to participate in the Kingdom
of God. Paul states, “For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were
freely giving” (2 Cor. 8:3 NKJV). Paul showed the Corinthians that their giving was not simply an act of
obedience void of rationale, but that their faithfulness to give made them active ministers in another part of
the world. The second model Paul provides for the Corinthian church is Christ Jesus himself. In verse 9 of 2
Corinthians 8 Paul says of Jesus, “… that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you
through his poverty might become rich” (NKJV). Practicing sacrificial giving is not an act of self-denial; it is a
demonstration of oneness with Jesus.
Making biblical stewardship a component of the culture of the church can help church members share in a
ministry bigger than they could ever imagine. There are at least three ways to make biblical stewardship a part
of the culture of the church.

1. Make Giving Expected
In order to make giving a part of the culture of the church, make giving expected. Making giving expected is
not difficult. Start by making it a part of the membership class of the church. In our membership class at First
Baptist De Soto, we discuss the church’s doctrinal beliefs, roles of elders and deacons, the discipleship
pathway we have, and expectation of members. Members' expectations include serving and giving. Sharing
this information up front before a person joins the church sets the standard for giving as well as other
expectations of incoming members.
The second way to make giving expected is to talk about giving weekly. Sermon series on giving are good and
have their place in the preaching calendar. In addition to preaching an annual series on giving, include giving in
weekly sermons. Whenever discipleship is discussed, make giving a part of the mark of a mature disciple. Jesus
discussed money in almost half of his parables and 1 out of 10 verses in the Gospels is in relation to money.
Preachers regularly expound on the merits of Bible intake, prayer, service, and worship. Include faithful giving
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as a part of the marks of a mature disciple. Speaking of giving as part of the mark of a mature disciple helps to
paint giving into the culture of the church.

2. Make Giving Easy
COVID has made what once was a normal part of the worship service, an offering time, an afterthought for
many church members. Another way to increase giving in the church, and mold the practice into the culture
of the church, is to make giving easy. The traditional passing of the plate may be difficult during COVID, but
continue to offer ways for members to physically give at church. This can be accomplished by providing an
offering box in the foyer of the church so members can give their offering before or after the worship service.
Promote physical giving to homebound members by supplying them with self-addressed giving envelopes.
With the rise in technology, the opportunities to give have increased. Pastors can take advantage of these
mediums of giving to help members practice the spiritual discipline of stewardship. Making e-giving available
is another means of assisting members in giving. In my previous church, we saw new giving increase by 18%
when we began offering online giving. Text giving is an additional electronic method to help members give.
Text giving can be utilized in the regular offering time or to promote a time of special giving. In offering the
church multiple platforms in which to give, giving is made easy and available for all who desire to participate.

3. Make Giving Exciting
The final way to increase giving and make biblical stewardship a part of the culture of the church is to make
giving exciting. This is possibly the easiest and most fun way to discuss giving. People give to what excites
them and people are excited when they can be a part of something bigger than themselves. What is bigger
than the Kingdom of God? Take time each week to share stories of how the members’ faithfulness to give is
having an impact. Share stories of how the church is ministering to families in the community. Share stories of
how their giving supports the Cooperative Program on the state, national, and international level and highlight
individual aspects of each level of ministry. Just this month, the IMB is commissioning new missionaries to
send out in the field to plant churches and share the gospel with unknown people groups. Pastors can bring
excitement to the church by helping members see how their faithfulness to give is having an immediate
impact locally and around the world.
Giving is an absolute joy and it helps us actively participate in the ministry of the Lord. No matter the skill
level, educational achievements, gifts or talents of believers, all believers have the wonderful opportunity to
participate in Kingdom work through giving. As pastors, we have a special calling to help believers know and
grow in Christ. Part of growing in Christ is helping members see their giving as part of the discipleship process.
As we make giving expected, easy, and exciting we can assist our churches in participating in the Great
Commission, both at home and around the world.
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Current Events and Relevant Thoughts From:

The Stewardship Coach
Mark Brooks

Using the Easter Offering to Increase Stewardship at Your Church
We interrupt this program to bring you this special announcement. Easter is 8 weeks away!
For the last few weeks, I have been writing on building out your stewardship platform. I'll get
back to that next week. For now, with Easter eight weeks out, I wanted to start your thinking
and planning for the offering. This Coach is titled Using the Easter Offering to Increase
Stewardship at Your Church.
OK, stay with me! I can see your mouse heading to the X button. I know the title and topic
might not seem very exciting, but I have used Easter to raise millions of Kingdom dollars! Here
is a quick testimonial.
"This past week was another reminder of how blessed we are to be a part of what God is doing in and through Bethel.
Your generosity to our I Love My Church campaign allowed us to collect over $37,668 in our Easter offering! This
offering exceeded our weekly budget need by $17,000. What this means in a practical sense is this: The I Love My
Church offering made up for the budget shortfall created during the winter months and is enabling us to move forward
in the black. Praise the Lord, and thank you, Bethel Church family!"
A great Easter offering moved them into the black! Fair disclosure: this was Pre-COVID. Yet, as with all things, the
principles that drive a great Easter offering can be adapted to the COVID world we are forced to live with. My point is
this: the church above used my Easter playbook to move themselves into the black. If I can do it for them, I can do it
for you!
Don't head for the X yet! Right now you might be thinking, Who thinks about the offering for Easter eight weeks out?
Me! Remember, I am that weird guy on your team asking questions like, how can we use the one day of the year when
we will have more eyeballs watching us as a way to increase giving?
It's my job to think like this for you. I'm here so that you can "give more attention to prayer and the ministry of the
word." I can't do the work for you, but I can coach you on using Easter to advance stewardship at your church.
Let me deal with one more final push back I typically get. Many are thinking, Wouldn't talk about money drive off a lot
of those new eyeballs watching? Especially online eyeballs? Here is my answer:
By telling your story of what God is doing at your church, touching lives for eternity, you can invite anyone to give
financially to support your story. Americans are the most generous people on earth when motivated. It's not that we
talk about money that drives people away but how we talk about it.
My goal is to get people started on the stewardship journey with that first gift. I want to show them how their gift will
make a difference, creating a willing desire to give within them. You are basically saying, here is what we are doing and
why we are doing and what it is doing. No pressure. No guilt. If we can get that first gift, then we can work on the next.
How do you go about it?
"When they grasp the why of giving and see what giving can accomplish, they are all in." That is a comment from
Pastor Jon Nelson, the Senior Pastor of Soma Community Church in Jefferson City, MO. In a recent issue of The
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Stewardship Journal, I interviewed Jon, and his reply to one of my questions illustrates why telling your story is so
important. Here is what Jon said was one of the biggest challenges for pastors:
"I find most pastors assume their audience is more biblically literate than they are. We need to assume they know
nothing and start with answering the question, "Why do we give?" It is not enough to say the Bible says to give. We
must tell them why it says that. I find this is especially important to younger generations. When they grasp the why
of giving and see what giving can accomplish, they are all in."
"We are commanded to give!" Amen! Yet, I find the biggest step to obeying that command is the first step. Trust me; I
am not watering stewardship down. My goal is to move people towards radical giving. That starts with the first dollar
given.
"Mark, it sounds like all you care about is money." I have two replies to that. First, guilty as charged. I want your
church, the church doing amazing ministry, to survive. That takes money. Someone needs to be asking, how will this or
that impact giving? I'm your huckleberry.
Second, and more seriously, I want what money represents in us, our hearts. I know the value of a life lived as a steward.
I want everyone to experience the joy of giving and its benefits.
And, after all, you will have an offering on Easter, either live or live streaming. So, why not make it one that makes a
difference? Let's use your Easter offering to increase stewardship at your church.
Hold a Resurrection Offering this Easter! In my playbook, The Successful Easter Giving Plan, I share how to put together
an offering plan with a goal to raise at least one additional week's revenue, thus securing the second quarter of your
ministry. I advise setting a focus for the offering on some aspect of missions or ministry, such as your Student Ministry.
Then we work to build a message through stories that show the why of giving. See the following Bonus Section.
We celebrate past victories and point to future needs to craft a story of life change across all our platforms. We thank
them for their generosity that helped achieve those victories. We challenge them with a compelling need to continue
supporting ministries like this. We "show" them missions and ministry in action and then say,
"Every time you give here, you support our work with students as well as all our other missions and ministries.
Thanks!
I've done the work for you! I have just updated my The Successful Easter Giving Plan. Get your copy at
https://acts17generosity.com/store/.
Let's help them grasp the why of giving this Easter!

Mark Brooks – The Stewardship Coach
mark@acts17generosity.com

Find out how to access all of my playbooks at https://acts17generosity.com/store/.
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Bonus Material
I produce a playbook called The Successful Easter Giving Plan. You can find out how to get a copy at
https://acts17generosity.com/store/. Here is my Vision Worksheet from the current edition.

The Why Vision Worksheet
After deciding what the focus of your Resurrection Offering will be, use the following points as a guide for
developing the story of that mission or ministry. The story illustrates the vision of our focus, showing the why or
value of a gift.
Step One: List 3 things accomplished through our focus mission/ministry. You want to point to "wins" that
show the impact of giving to your church. You want to show them that giving made a difference. Think of ways
to communicate this across all platforms.
1.
2.
3.
Step Two: List 3 things you want to accomplish from now to summer. Focusing on any missions and ministry
coming up allows donors to make a difference with their gifts. You want to show them that their gift now can
and will make a difference. How best to tell this story?
1.
2.
3.
Why is it important to give to this now?

How can their gift now make a difference?
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Every week we provide what are called offering talks. We have found that the easiest way to see an increase in
giving is to improve how you approach the offering time. Instead of telling people they don’t have to give, we like
to show them what giving to a church accomplishes. By showing people your mission and ministry focus, you will
create a desire in your attendees to want to give to support that life change. That’s why we call them Missions and
Ministry Moments.
You can read it exactly how we write them or use them as idea starters for how the message would fit your culture
and context. Our goal is to develop lifetime stewards, but we must get the first gift to begin them on the journey.
Here is this week’s offering talk.

The Heart and the Cross
Today's Valentine's Day! Hopefully, you remembered that special someone. What is the one symbol that comes to
mind when you think of Valentine's Day? A heart. Valentine's Day is about love and to demonstrate that we draw
hearts on cards, make a heart sign with our hands, or my favorite candy formed in the shape of a heart. Love is a
serious business. On Valentine's Day, it is projected that Americans alone will spend almost $22 billion on cards, candy,
gifts, and various other heart-themed tokens of love.1. Today, every time you look at a heart, you'll think about the
meaning of this day and the ones you love.
Today is also Sunday, a day that Christians set aside to worship the living and resurrected Jesus. What one symbol
comes to mind when you think of Jesus? For most of us, it would be the cross. Anyone wearing a cross necklace, pin, or
other jewelry here today? What makes the cross so symbolic to Christians? Jesus died on a cross to pay the price for
our sin so that we can be forgiven and live eternally with Him. For centuries, the cross has been the one symbol that
best communicates what the Christian life is all about.
John 3:16 is the greatest text in all the Bible that sums up the meaning of the cross when it says,
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life."
Our mission here at YOUR CHURCH NAME is to connect people to a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. We work to
lift up the cross of Christ and the hope it brings. We do that through the things you see here today but also in missions
and ministry that impact people literally around the world through our ministry partners. Every time you give here,
you are saying I Love You to the world. We give out of a heart of love.
From a heart of love, our heavenly Father sent His only Son as a gift to the world so that by His death on a cross, we
might have life. As we approach our time of worship through giving, let's give from a heart of love so that the world
might hear the news of the cross and find real love and hope. The cross is God's Valentine's Day gift to us. Help us share
that love with our city and the world.

1. https://shopbox1.com/2021/01/28/valentines-day-spending-to-total-21-8-billion/

