
“Speak up for those who have no voice, for the justice of all who are dispossessed.
 Speak up, judge righteously, and defend the cause of the oppressed and needy.”

- PROV. 31:8-9

Mandatory Reporting
According to Missouri’s Mandated Reporter Law
(Section 210.115 RSMo.), ministers, teachers, child-care workers, 
and other persons with the responsibility for the care of children 
are among a long list of mandatory reporters. 

�is means, if they have reasonable cause to suspect a child has
been or may be subjected to abuse or neglect, they must report it
immediately to the Children’s Division of the Missouri Department
of Social Services Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline (800.392.3728)
or local law enforcement (911).

�is includes physical, emotional, or sexual abuse, or neglect, or
victims of sex-tra�cking.

Anyone can be a voluntary reporter.

Please note that the Missouri Baptist Convention is not an investigatory or 
policing agency; it is a network of self-governing churches that connects abuse 
survivors and their families with resources and counseling.

If you are in a dangerous situation, please seek immediate help
from your local authorities (call 911).911).911



Did you know...
93 percent of child abuse victims know their perpetrators. (U.S. Dept. of Justice)

Missouri Baptists have a clear gospel call to care
well for children, teenagers, and vulnerable adults.

We must not turn a blind eye or deaf ear.

We must respond!

In Missouri, many adults, including cler�, are mandatory reporters of suspected
or known child abuse.

One in four girls and one in six boys are sexually abused before they turn 18.
(Darkness to Light)

Only 16 percent of child victims ever tell about their abuse.
(National Children’s Advocacy Center)

Out of every 1,000 incidents of sexual abuse, only 25 perpetrators ever face prison.
(Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)

A male abuser who molests boys has an average of 150 victims. A male abuser who
molests girls has an average of 52 victims. (Emory University)

�e devastation of sexual abuse doesn’t stop when the abuse ends. �e physical,
emotional, mental, and spiritual e�ects last a lifetime.

Five Essentials for a Safer Church

TRAIN
Provide initial and ongoing training for sta�, volunteers, and
church members that raises awareness and shares e�ective
actions to help prevent incidents of abuse in the church.

Proverbs  2:11; 3:13-14

Ephesians  4:24

Psalms  140:4

Proverbs  31:8-9

Psalms  9:9; 147:3

SCREEN
Adopt a careful vetting process for all those working with
children, youth, and vulnerable adults. Screening should
include an application, interview, references, social media
review, and background checks.

PROTECT
Create and implement policies that protect children, youth,
and vulnerable adults from grooming and abuse.

REPORT
Have a written plan in place to communicate with both the
church and appropriate government authorities in the event of
an abuse allegation.

CARE
Identify and o�er resources that provide survivors and their
families with options for biblically based care. 

Visit mobaptist.org/abuse to �nd ways your
church can meet these needs

1 6



Why don’t churches do more?

What can my church do?

Church Assessment:
�ey believe this couldn’t or wouldn’t happen at their church.

Do you require ongoing sexual abuse awareness training
for all sta� and volunteers working with children, youth,
and vulnerable adults?

Are you screening sta� and volunteers using background checks,
references, and personal interviews?

Do you have written abuse protection policies in place that sta�
and volunteers actively implement?

Do all sta� and volunteers know how to o�cially report abuse?
Do you have a plan in place to respond to allegations?

Are you aware of resources for trauma survivors and their
families that can provide long-term care?

Y N

Every pastor and congregation can learn to train, screen, protect, report, and care.

Fill out the form included in this pamphlet to assess your church’s readiness to
prevent and respond to abuse.

�ey think criminal background checks alone are adequate.

�ey minimize abuse as a “mistake” that simply should be forgiven and forgotten.

�ey don’t know how to recognize grooming behavior in potential o�enders.

�ey feel inadequate and overwhelmed; unsure of how to implement best
practices regarding abuse prevention, response, and survivor care.
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Responding to Incidents of Suspected or Known Abuse
If you receive a report of abuse on church premises, or involving members or attendees of your church in any setting ...
OR, if any of the following happens:

You witness a pattern of boundary violations by an adult or youth

You intervene in boundary violations, and yet the person continues

THEN, take the following steps:

You receive a report of abuse or boundary violation from a child

You see physical signs of abuse

3 4

�e person is
UNDER 18

years of age.

Alerting the Authorities:

Alerting the Church:

Contact the lead pastor and the children’s ministry director

�e lead pastor meets with the family of the survivor

�e lead pastor contacts:
�e Insurance Company & Church Leadership Team

�e accused is removed from any leadership position in
the church throughout the investigation

Immediately contact the Children’s Division of the Missouri
Department of Social Services Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline:
800.392.3728  -  https://dss.mo.gov/cd/keeping-kids-safe/can.htm

Or, immediately contact local law enforcement (911)

Consider also calling the National Child Abuse Helpline
800.422.4453  -  www.childhelp.org

Consider also contacting the Child Welfare Information Gateway
800.394.3366  -  info@childwelfare.gov

�e person is
18 years of age

or OLDER.

Ask if the person
wants to �le

a report

If the answer is YES:
Assist with contacting local authorities, and connect

the person with counseling and support ministries

*EXCEPTION* if the person is a
disabled adult or elderly:

Contact the Missouri Adult
Abuse & Neglect Hotline

800.392.0210
www.health.mo.gov/abuseIf the answer is NO:

Connect the person with counseling and support ministries

If necessary, the lead pastor contacts other
families a�ected by the incident
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“Speak up for those who have no voice, for the justice of all who are dispossessed.
 Speak up, judge righteously, and defend the cause of the oppressed and needy.”

 - PROV. 31:8-9
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According to Missouri’s Mandated Reporter Law
(Section 210.115 RSMo.), ministers, teachers, child-care workers, 
and other persons with the responsibility for the care of children 
are among a long list of mandatory reporters. 

�is means, if they have reasonable cause to suspect a child has 
been or may be subjected to abuse or neglect, they must report it 
immediately to the Children’s Division of the Missouri Department 
of Social Services Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline (800.392.3728)
or local law enforcement (911).

�is includes physical, emotional, or sexual abuse, or neglect, or 
victims of sex-tra�cking.

Anyone can be a voluntary reporter.

Please note that the Missouri Baptist Convention is not an investigatory or 
policing agency; it is a network of self-governing churches that connects abuse 
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