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TUESDAY MORNING - BUSINESS UPDATE

2025 Nominating Committee

An (M) following a nominee’s name denotes a minister and an (L) denotes a layperson. Listings followed by an asterisk
(*) indicate proposed re-election to a second term. Listings followed by two asterisks (**) indicate proposed election to a
full term.

Executive Board Credentials Committee
Term Expiring 2026 2026 Chairman: Robert Shelton
1. William Savage (M), St. Clair Baptist (EC) (Filing unex- ~ Term Expiring 2027
pired term of Brett Blair) 1. Terry Coker (M), FBC, Fenton (EC) (Filling unexpired

term of Jason Gunter)

Term Expiring 2028

1. Douglas Allen (M), FBC, Anapolis (SE)* Term Expiring 2028

2. Rick Benware (L), Big Creek, Pleasant Hill (WC) 1. Joseph Garner (L), Immanuel, Hannibal

3. Jeremiah Bradford (M), Cornerstone, St. Joseph (NW) 2. Calvin Haynes (M), Journey, St. Joseph

4. Clayton Calhoun (L), Selmore, Ozark (SW)

5. Bob Chuning (L), Pisgah, Excelsior Springs (WC)* Missouri Baptist Christian Life Commission
6. Travis Curtman (M), FBC, Kirksville (NE) Term Expiring 2028:

7. Randy Dillon (L), Central, Eureka (EC) 1. John Childers (M), South County, St. Louis*
8. David Krueger (M), FBC, Linn (C) 2. John Coghlan (L), Fellowship, Kansas City
9. Ted Middleton (M), Calvary Heritage, Columbia (C)* 3. Monty Dunn (M), Friendly, Branson

10. Jason Moore (M), Ozark Mountain Community, Blue

Eye (SW)* 4. Elizabeth Owens (L), McCarthy, St. Joseph*

11. Kaleb Mosley (M), FBC, Shelbina (NE)*

Missouri Baptist Historical Commission
12. Buddy Perstrope (M), FBC, St. Charles (EC)

13. Phil Rohrer (L), FBC, Mountain View (SC) Term Expiring 2028:

14. Ricky Sands (M), FBC, Weston (NW) 1. Brian Baker (M), FBC, Marceline*

15. Richard Spacek (M), First, Ava (SC)* 2. Kyle Bridgman (M), FBC, Maysville

16. Daniel Weyand (M), Sonrise, Bon Terre (SE) 3. Molly McNabb (L), Lynwood, Cape Girardeau
Committee on Order of Business Missouri Baptist Foundation

2026 Chairman: Dennis Gard Term Expiring 2028:

. 1. Sydney Burkart (L), Riverview, Osage Beach
Term Expiring 2028

] 2. Dan Case (L), Concord, Jefferson City
1. Josh Erisman (M), FBC, Strafford

3. Garach Smith (L), Calvary, Republic
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Missouri Baptist Children’s Home

Term Expiring 2026:

1. Cindy Kinser (M), FBC, Ozark (filling unexpired term of
Mary Ann Allen)

2. Micah Uptegrove (M), Crosspoint, Knob Noster (filling
unexpired term of Chastity Black)

Term Expiring 2028:

Gage Claas (L), Fortuna, Fortuna

Marsha Drake (L), Richland, Kingdom City*
Michael Dillin (M), FBC, West Plains™

Lydia Embrey (L), FBC, St. Joseph*

Richelle Gairrett (L), Carpenter Street, Moberly
Courtney Janes (L), Calvary, Hannibal

Craig Liscom (M), Macedonia, Springfield
Amber Plymale (L), CrossHaven, O’Fallon
Vonda Wallace (M), Hillcrest, Lebanon

N T AL S I e

Baptist Homes & Healthcare Ministries

Term Expiring 2027:

1. Robert Loyd (M), Calvary, Florissant (Filling unexpired
term of James Wilcox)

Term Expiring 2028:

Pauline Abbott (L), Mt. Carmel, Lake Ozark
Bill DeNoon (L), FBC, Troy*

Tim Faber (M), Cornerstone, Camdenton
Jeff Hardy (M), FBC, Kimberling City

Brad Newbold (M), Concord, Jefferson City*
Scott Smith (M), Wellspring, Webb City
Wendy Tunnell (L), FBC, O’Fallon*

N R s e

Hannibal La-Grange University

Term Expiring 2030:
1. Ruthie Critten (L), FBC, Monroe City

2. Obie Dalrymple, (M), FBC, Troy

3. David Goscha (M), Sojourn, St. Joseph
4. Ken Hagen (L), FBC, Macon*

5. Jason Hoke (M), FBC, Wentzville*
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Missouri Baptist University

Term Expiring 2028:
Kristopher Cook (L), Oakridge, St. Peters

John Dearing (M), Excelsior Springs

Brad Delaughter (M), FBC, DeSoto*

Terie Edwards (L), FBC, DeSoto*

Ryan Kunce (M), FBC, Bethany*

Scott Lee (M), Rockport, Arnold*

Brian Lehenbauer (M), FBC, Vandalia

Khris Stillman (M), Waypoint, St. Charles
Thomas Willoughby (M), Springwell, Greer, SC*

O ® N R WD

Southwest Baptist University

Term Expiring 2026:

Cheryl Mayfield (L), FBC, Viburnum (Filling unexpired term
of Luke Brosious)

Term Expiring 2030:

Benny Gard (M), Ridgecrest, Springfield
Robert Ingold (L), Second, Springfield

Kristina Reid (L), Grace Community, Smithville
Jody Shelenhamer (L), Wellspring, Bolivar
John Yeats (L), FBC, Stover
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Nominating Committee Members Nominated

Missouri Baptist Convention President Wesley Vance, in consultation with the other officers, has nominated eight new
members for three-year terms on the Nominating Committee, terms to expire 2028.

David Brown has been nominated to serve as chairman for 2026.

Term Expiring 2028
Jacob Yarborough (L), The Road Church, Grain Valley (WC)

Josh Wilson (M), Storyline Church, St. Louis (EC)

John Edie (L), Crossway, Springfield (SW)

David Long (M), FBC Stanberry (NW)

Scott Hanson (M), Midway Heights Baptist, Columbia (C)
Clay Miller (M), FBC Van Buren (SE)

Mike Dixon (L), Believers, Hannibal (NE)

Kevin Baker (M), FBC Ash Grove (SW)

® N oA

Term Expiring 2027
Teresa Clouse (L), Carpenter Street, Moberly (NE)

Steve Crowder (L), LifePoint, Ozark (SW)

Isom Folsom (M), First Baptist, Stover (C)

Lance Mayfield (L), First Baptist, Viburnum (SE)

Jacob McMillian (M), Journey, St. Joseph (NW)

Jeremiah Nichols (M), First Baptist, Mountain View (SC)
Brian Stone (M), Connection Point, Raytown (WC)

N

Terms Expiring 2026

David Brown (M), Hillcrest, Lebanon (SC)

Matt Collum (M), First Brookline, Springfield (SW)

Trena Cruz, (L), Susquehanna Baptist, Independence (WC)
Bob Curtis (M), FBC, Delassus (SE)

Shawn Duryea (L), FBC, Weston (NW)

Aaron Ferguson (M), Karis Church, Columbia (C)

Michael Hunt (M), FBC, Moberly (NE)

James Plymale (M), The Ridge, Villa Ridge (EC)

I I
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Committee on Order of Business Report

Cody Harlow, Messenger
First Baptist Church, Camdenton

I move that the messengers of the Missouri Baptist Convention request that the Executive Board and Executive Direc-
tor-Treasurer prepare and present in the MBC Pathway and the MBC website, by the end of the calendar year, a statement
or report on “Plan B” giving to the Cooperative Program by MBC churches, reaffirming that churches giving through Plan
B are recognized as cooperating churches in good standing; and affirming that giving through Plan B does not indicate
selfishness or expressive individualism, but rather Plan B remains a legitimate and God-honoring option for Missouri
Baptist churches who wish to cooperate for the sake of the Great Commission while giving according to conscience and
conviction under the lordship of Christ.

The motion by Cody Harlow will be considered as Miscellaneous Business at 1:15 Tuesday afternoon.

Matt Dunn, Messenger
Bates City Baptist Church, Bates City

I rise to make a motion that this 191st 2025 Missouri Baptist Convention attendees and Executive Committee by voice
vote release a statement of support for national Israel.

The motion by Matt Dunn will be referred to the Executive Committee.
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RESOLUTIONS

The Committee on Resolutions of the 191st annual session (2025) of the Missouri Baptist Convention submits this report
to the Convention.

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION
The Committee on Resolutions recommends that the Convention adopt the following resolutions:

Resolution No. 1: Courtesy Resolution to Express Appreciation

WHEREAS, the officers, committees, and staff of the Executive Board of the Missouri Baptist Convention have, through
their preparation, labor, and spirit, contributed to a successful Convention; and

WHEREAS, the members of the Local Arrangements Committee along with the Director of Missions and staff of the
Tri-County Baptist Association, have made every effort to make our stay in this area comfortable; and

WHEREAS, the Branson Convention Center and the Branson Hilton Hotel have assisted with preparations and have
made their excellent facilities and competent staff available to host this meeting; be it

RESOLVED, that we, the messengers to the 191st Annual Session of the Missouri Baptist Convention in Branson, Mis-
souri, October 28, 2025, express our grateful appreciation to the staff of the Executive Board and to the officers and
committees of the Missouri Baptist Convention for an excellent and orderly program and for their leadership in these
Convention sessions; be it further

RESOLVED, that we express our sincere appreciation to the members of the Local Arrangements Committee, and to the
Director of Missions and staff of the Tri-County Baptist Association, whose thorough preparation and hospitality have
contributed greatly to the comfort and convenience of the messengers and visitors of the Convention; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that we thank the Branson Convention Center and the Branson Hilton Hotel for their hospitality and help
during this session of the Missouri Baptist Convention.

Resolution No. 2: On Our Continued Fight for Life

WHEREAS, the Missouri Baptist Convention (MBC), a network of more than 1,700 independent Southern Baptist church-
es throughout Missouri, affirms the inherent God-given right to life of children, including the unborn, as the MBC de-
clared in Section XVIII, The Family, of The Baptist Faith & Message 2000 (adopted June 14, 2000 and amended June 14,
2023), that “Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord;” and

WHEREAS, we as Missouri Baptists have continually demonstrated our commitment to life and remain resolute in
contending for the right to life of all unborn persons (Resolution 7 of 2019, Resolution 5 of 2021, Resolution 4 of 2022,
Resolution 4 of 2024, to name but a few); and

WHEREAS, the people of Missouri have repeatedly chosen, through their duly elected representatives in the legislative
and executive bodies, to establish state laws that defend innocent life in the womb and protect women from the immense
harm of abortion; and

WHEREAS, the 2024 Constitutional Amendment 3 which passed by a slim margin of 1.6% in November of 2024 and has
enshrined abortion all 9 months of pregnancy even up to the moment of birth in our Missouri Constitution and that now
invalidates all existing legislative pro-life protections, including the recently enacted Heartbeat Bill (HB 126, 2019) and
the requirement that a minor child obtain parental consent prior to undergoing an abortion; and

WHEREAS, Missouri lawmakers approved a referendum seeking the repeal of the “Right to Reproductive Freedom
Amendment” in May of this year; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court’s historic reversal of Roe v. Wade on June 24, 2022, has returned to Missouri
and her sister states the full authority to completely prohibit abortion within their borders; and

WHEREAS, an abortion is the deliberate taking of an innocent human life; and

WHEREAS, Missourians cannot stand by and watch innocent babies lose their lives to the horrendous act of abortion;
rather, we must take action to save those we can now and fight to save all babies as we have over the last 50+ years; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that we, the messengers of the Missouri Baptist Convention, meeting in Branson, Missouri, October 28,
2025, hold to our resolute stand to protect all life of all unborn persons by our votes, our advocacy, and our prayers, un-
derstanding the importance of saving every life providentially possible; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Missouri Baptist Convention strongly supports the 2026 Amendment 3 with the language put forth
by the duly elected legislators of Missouri to change the Missouri Constitution back to one that values and cherishes life
from the moment of conception; and therefore, urges all Missourians to VOTE YES on Amendment 3 in 2026; and be it
finally

RESOLVED, and we call upon the Missouri Baptist Convention to continue to contend for and defend the right to life of
all unborn persons as our ultimate goal.
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Resolution No. 3: On God’s Work, Immigration, and Ministry

WHEREAS, people from every nation, tribe, and language are special creations of God, being made in His image (Genesis
1:26-27; 2:7; 9:6; Colossians 1:16) and having inherent value and dignity; and

WHEREAS, God has ordained human government to both restrain evil and promote the good of its people, by enacting
and enforcing laws that secure national borders, provide direction for entering a nation’s sovereign space, manage the
citizenship process, respond to the failures of other nations when their citizens appeal for asylum or refugee status, and
respect the principle of subsidiarity when individuals need benevolence (Exodus 18:13-27; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy
5:4,8; 1 Peter 2:13-14); and

WHEREAS, many immigrants are positive contributors to our communities, including countless Christian brothers and
sisters who worship alongside us and serve faithfully in our churches, and as recipients of God’s mercy ourselves, we are
called to extend that same mercy to others (Matthew 5:7; James 2:13-14); and

WHEREAS, illegal immigration creates legitimate concerns regarding the rule of law, national security, human traffick-
ing, drug smuggling, human exploitation, extortion, violent crime, organized crime, and the erosion of the will to honor
the legal process to enter and remain within a country; and

WHEREAS, families, communities, and nations are obligated to care for their members, respecting their particular
spheres of responsibility, and, when they fail to do so, people strive to protect themselves from the resulting poverty,
disease, violence, and warfare; and

WHEREAS, no individual has a natural right to enter or gain citizenship from any nation other than his or her own
native country, it’s nonetheless appropriate for nations to establish border, immigration, and asylum laws that foster
goodwill, economic opportunity, etc.; and

WHEREAS, while churches commend the biblical role and responsibility of governing authorities, in the work of en-
acting and enforcing border and immigration laws, churches continue to strive to reflect the kingdom of heaven, which
includes people from every nation, tribe, and language, who seek to love God and love their neighbors as themselves,
demonstrated by the multi-national, multi-ethnic congregations among the churches of the Missouri Baptist Conven-
tion; and

WHEREAS, God commands us to share the gospel with all people (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8), discipling them to obey
all that Christ commanded, including obedience to human law, and has called us to Christ-likeness in our interaction
with others; now, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that we, the messengers to the Missouri Baptist Convention, meeting in Branson, Missouri, October 28,
2025, affirm the inherent dignity and value of all people, regardless of their race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, or
legal status; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we affirm the God-given right and responsibility of the United States government to enact and enforce
laws that don’t violate God’s law, or the Constitution of the United States; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we affirm the Gospel mission of the churches and ministries of the Missouri Baptist Convention, as they
strive to see souls saved, lives changed, physical needs met, families flourish, and society blessed, modeling the compas-
sion of Christ, the hope of the Gospel, and the dignity of every human being made in the image of God; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that we commend Missouri Baptists who minister, with truth and grace, among immigrants, refugees, and
asylum seekers, praying that their example will be well followed.

Resolution No. 4: On Education

WHEREAS, God has given parents the responsibility for the upbringing and education of their children (Deuteronomy
6:6-7; Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:4); and

WHEREAS, God has charged pastors and congregations to evangelize and disciple parents, as they strive to raise and
educate children according to God’s design, providing encouragement and support as needed; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of education is focused upon the pursuit of that which is true, good, commendable, and beauti-
ful, comporting with God’s creation order, and helpful in preparing individuals to better engage with family, community,
government, and employment; and

WHEREAS, thorough education is not possible without a fear of God, respecting His truth, authority, and purpose, re-
quiring an understanding of and belief in God’s Word; and

WHEREAS, educational outcomes within Missouri’s public education system are increasingly problematic, rendering
students ill-prepared to identify and understand that which is true, good, commendable, and beautiful, in addition to
being underdeveloped for higher education or their chosen professions; and

WHEREAS, familial, sexual, and social norms being promoted and celebrated within Missouri’s public education sys-
tem are the fruit of radical, ungodly ideologies, and as such are antithetical to God’s Word, the Christian world-view, and
human flourishing; and

WHEREAS, parental rights and authority, in the upbringing and education of their children, is rapidly eroding as a result
of the influence of radical, ungodly ideologies; and
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WHEREAS, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Missouri State Teachers Association, the Mis-
souri National Education Association, the American Federation of Teachers, and undergraduate education programs are
at a minimum accommodating, if not pushing, these radical, ungodly ideologies; and

WHEREAS, convictional Christian teachers, working within public education, are striving to “bring Christ” with them, as
they work to educate students, though often expected to “keep their heads down” as those not aligned with the majority
perspective; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that we, the messengers of the Missouri Baptist Convention, meeting in Branson, Missouri, October 28,
2025, urge parents, pastors, congregations, and educators to be discerningly faithful, and appropriately engaged in edu-
cation; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we encourage parents to exercise educational choices that best align with their calling in the upbring-
ing and education of their children; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we call upon legislators to remove statutory barriers to educational freedom and choice; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we call upon all educators who claim the name of Christ to separate themselves from educational orga-
nizations that promote godlessness and/or work to transform such organizations so that Christ-honoring, creation order
positions are advocated; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that we urge our churches to assist and support the children within their circles of influence, as well as their
parents, in providing education that promotes rather than opposes biblical values.

Resolution No. 5: On Protecting Minors from Pornography and Social Media

WHEREAS, God calls His people to holiness and Christ has specifically summoned His followers to sexual purity (Mat-
thew 5:27-28; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5); and

WHEREAS, sexual sin robs us of our joy in God and is especially grievous to our souls (1 Corinthians 6:18); and

WHEREAS, Matthew 18:6 says, “but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be
better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea”; and

WHEREAS, increasing numbers of our children have been victimized by this insidious industry, not only through child
pornography, but also by the active marketing of pornographic content to adolescents; and

WHEREAS, Justice Clarence Thomas, writing the majority opinion for Free Speech Coalition v. Paxton stated, “The pow-
er to require age verification is within a State’s authority to prevent children from accessing sexually explicit content...”
and additionally stated, “[The First Amendment] was not originally understood to protect obscene expression, especially
when such expression might be received by minors...”; and

WHEREAS, Scripture charges human government with the responsibility of protecting the innocent (Romans 13:1-7);
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that we, the messengers of the Missouri Baptist Convention, meeting in Branson, Missouri, October 28,
2025, express our grief over the devastating effects of the pornography industry; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we commit ourselves, as disciples of Christ, to purity in thought, word, and deed; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we call upon Christian parents to be better informed about the availability of pornography through
technology to children and to protect their children by monitoring their use of digital devices; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we call on Missouri Baptist churches to increasingly teach the whole counsel of God regarding sexual
purity, human dignity, and the dangers of pornography; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we call on government authorities to enact and enforce laws that restrict all forms of pornography,
particularly those that include and exploit minors; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that we call on Missouri’s governing authorities to enact and enforce laws that require age verification for
adult content websites and protect minors from the harmful presence of social media.

Resolution No. 6: On the Importance of Public School Chaplains

WHEREAS, chaplains have long been allowed in Congress, the military, prisons, colleges, hospitals, police departments,
and private companies; and

WHEREAS, our Missouri legislature recently passed a law, which was signed by Governor Mike Kehoe, that allows school
districts and charter schools to utilize chaplains, whether employed or volunteers; now, therefore, let it be

RESOLVED, that the messengers of the Missouri Baptist Convention, meeting in Branson, Missouri, October 28, 2025,
thank our state legislators and governor for acknowledging the need for chaplains in public schools; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that we encourage our churches to provide chaplains to serve Missouri public schools and charter schools
to fulfill our calling to provide for the care of the souls of the young people in our communities and to allow them to see
and experience the love of Jesus Christ through those chaplains.

DISPOSITION OF RESOLUTIONS
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The Committee on Resolutions took the following actions respecting the disposition of resolutions submitted by mes-
sengers to the Convention, the subject matters of which are addressed in the resolutions recommended for adoption:

Resolution submitted by Susan Klein on Supporting Missouri Constitutional Amendment 3 in 2026, see Resolution No. 2.

Resolution submitted by the Christian Life Commission on Our Continued Fight for Life, see Resolution No. 2.

Resolution submitted by the Christian Life Commission on Our Commitment to Border Security, Just Treatment, and
Christlike Mercy on the Issue of Immigration, see Resolution No. 3.

Resolution submitted by Timothy Faber on Education, see Resolution No. 4.

Resolution submitted by William Isaacson on Protecting Minors from Pornography, see Resolution No. 5.

Resolution submitted by the Christian Life Commission to Provide a Whole Education of Children in Body, Mind, Soul,
and Spirit, see Resolution No. 6.

RESOLUTIONS NOT REPORTED OUT

The Committee on Resolutions does not recommend the following resolutions submitted by messengers to the Conven-
tion:

Resolution submitted by Adam Woodrum on Equal Protection of the Laws for Preborn Children.

Resolution submitted by Daniel Statesel to Continue Our Commitment to Reject Partiality in Judgement and Elective
Abortion.

Resolution submitted by Raymond Cabello on Calling for the Restoration of Federal Protected Area Policies.

Resolution submitted by Steve Nicholson on Obedience to God.

Respectfully submitted,

Committee on Resolutions

Doug Richey, First Baptist Church, Kearney

Beth Atchison, Crossway Baptist Church, Springfield
Adam Cruse, First Baptist Church, Arnold

Lane Harrison, LifePoint Church, Ozark

Josh Wilson, Storyline Church, Saint Louis
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CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT

The MBC Credentials Committee reported to the Convention on Monday afternoon for the recommendation on
page 41 of the Book of Reports with the following additions to the list of newly affiliating churches:

NEWLY AFFILIATED CHURCH CITY PASTOR ASSOCIATION
Crosspoint Baptist Church Knob Noster Micah Uptegrove West Central

First Baptist Church Sweet Springs Sweet Springs David Goode Missouri Valley
Heritage Baptist Church Kansas City Brandon Freeman Clay Platte

New Horizons Southern Baptist Church Buffalo Richard Waters Dallas

Prosperine Baptist Church Eldridge Jerrod Shepherd Laclede

Refuge Church of Centralia Centralia Jerry Patton At Large MBC
Rock Falls Baptist Church Orrick George McDowell Clay Platte

The Way Church - Francophone Springfield Mossa Mohamed Greene
REAFFILIATED CHURCH CITY PASTOR ASSOCIATION
First Baptist Church Harviell Harviell Troy Sisk Cane Creek Stoddard

CORRECTION TO THE BOOK OF REPORTS

The following is a correction to page 41 of the Book of Reports. This church requested a delay in its affiliation vote and
was removed from the Credentials Committee recommendations on Monday.

Waypointe Church Springfield Josh Coleman Greene
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