
Today we’re going to the Pacific Northwest, specifically Seattle, 
Washington, where our missionary, Ron Shepard, serves. We support 
Ron through our Cooperative Program giving.

About 4.7 million people live in the Seattle area, and they are some of our 
country’s most highly educated people. More people there hold library 
cards, percentagewise, than any other city in America.

But, sadly, they are not reading the Bible. Ron knows because he has 
studied the city and helps train church planters in how to serve there. Seattle 
has fewer than 200 Southern Baptist churches. Many more are needed.

People there are friendly but bring up a spiritual topic and often they become 
skeptical, Ron says. You have to know people a while before they will 
listen to the gospel, and most will have to hear it presented seven times 
before they will respond. 

Despite all this, Southern Baptists have started new churches all over the 
Seattle area. The work is slow, but it is happening. Ron thinks they will 
plant another 135 new churches over the next five years. 

Today, let’s pray for Ron Shepard as he serves in Seattle. Let’s pray that 
hundreds of new churches can be started in the years ahead. 
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